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CONSULTATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS RELATED TO EQUITABLE ACCESS TO SAFE-DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION
Geneva, 11 May 2007
United Nations Office Geneva
INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS

Objectives and background of the consultation
1. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is hosting a consultation on human rights obligations related to equitable access to water and sanitation on 11 May 2007.  The following information provides some background to the consultation.  The Human Rights Council has requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to conduct a study on the scope and content of human rights obligations related to equitable access to safe-drinking water and sanitation. The Human Rights Council will consider the report at its 6th session in September 2007.  
2. The Human Rights Council has requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to consult various stakeholders during the preparation of the study.  
3. The Human Rights Council is the main United Nations body that discusses human rights issues.  The Council consists of 47 state members.  Other states, inter-governmental organizations and non-governmental organizations participate in the Council as observers.  
4. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights will prepare a report on the proceedings of the consultation which will feed into the study writing process.  The report on the consultation will be made public after the consultation.
5. Through the consultation, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights aims to:

1)  Consult with a wide range of stakeholders on issues relevant to the study;
2) Gather inputs for the study from a range of different actors;

3) Discuss the scope and content of human rights obligations related to access to safe-drinking water and sanitation
Date and venue

6. The Consultation will be held in Geneva, United Nations Office, Geneva in the Palais des Nations, Room XI, on 11 May 2007.

Participants

7. Participants in the consultation will include representatives of States, inter-governmental organizations, civil society and business.  The consultation is open and other organizations or individuals are welcome, subject to pre-registration by 1 May 2007.
Registration

8. Representatives of organizations and individuals wishing to participate in the consultation must register with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights by 9 May 2007 at the latest.  

9. To register, a representative should either fax or email the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights a complete version of the registration form which is provided with this information note.

10. The email address for registration is: water@ohchr.org.  The fax number is: +41 22 928 90 10 – please mark for the attention of Nathalie Mivelaz.

11. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights will then accredit each representative in time for the meeting.

Accreditation
12. Each participant must bring a signed accreditation form with them on the morning of the consultation, along with a passport or identity card, to the following address:  
Pregny Gate, 14 Avenue de la Paix, 1211, Geneva
13. The Pregny Gate is the main entrance to the Palais des Nations, where the seminar will be held.  The accreditation office in the Pregny Gate building will be open from 08:00 to 17:00 (non-stop).
14. Once accredited, security will provide participants with a badge which will enable them to enter the UN compound – the Palais des Nations.
15. It is important that participants arrive at the Pregny Gate as soon as possible in the morning.  Once the badge is issued, each participant will have to walk down to Door 11 (5 minutes). Therefore, participants should count on some 10 minutes between receiving their badge and entering the seminar room.  The sooner each participant is accredited, the easier it will be for the consultation to begin at 10:00.  
16. We realize that the accreditation process is somewhat cumbersome.  However, we do ask for your patience and understanding.
Directions to the Palais des Nations

17. Four maps of Geneva are attached to this note.  The third map indicates the location of the Palais des Nations and the fourth map outlines the Palais des Nations compound in detail, including where to enter (through the Pregny Gate).  The meeting will be held in Room 11 which is in the main Palais des Nations building.  

18. Participants enter the Palais des Nations through the public entrance to the Palais known as the Pregny Gate, at 14 Avenue de la Paix.  Once participants have passed the security check and received their badges, they should walk straight ahead and veer to the right, down the hill and towards Door 11 in the old Palais des Nations building to the right of the General Assembly Hall (see the fourth map attached below).  Once inside, participants will be on the second floor.  Participants should take the elevator on the left up to the third floor, where room XI is located. 

19. Badges should be worn at all times. 
Documentation

20. A background paper will be distributed via email prior to the seminar.  The Secretariat will provide some extra copies of documents during the consultation, although participants are encouraged to bring their copies to the meeting.  

21. Participants will therefore receive four pieces of documentation.  

a) The agenda for the meeting;

b) This information note;

c) The background note;

d) The accreditation form.

22. The final report of consultation will be available after the consultation.
Working languages

23. The working language of the seminar is English and there will be interpretation (English, French and Spanish).  There will be no translation of documents.  The final report will be prepared in English and circulated to participants.

Organizational issues
24. Expert presentations will be 15 minutes long although given the size of the meeting, speaking times are flexible.  There are no time limitations on interventions from other participants.

Accommodation arrangements 

25. Hotels in Geneva are expensive.  There are relatively few hotels close to the Palais des Nations, however there are efficient public transport services running between most hotels and the Palais.
26. Suggested hotels include (hotel rates are approximative):
a) Hotel Monrepos

Address: 131-133, Rue de Lausanne, CH-1202 GENEVE
Tél: +41 22 909 3 909   

Fax: +41 22 909 39 93

Website: http://www.hmrge.ch/english.htm
b) Hotel Eden

Address: 135, Rue de Lausanne, CH-1202 GENEVE
Tél: +41 22 716 37 00
Fax: +41 22 731 56 60
Website: http://www.eden.ch/
c) Drake Hotel/Hotel de Longchamp
Address: 32, Rue Rothschild, CH-1202 GENEVE
Tél: +41 22 716 48 48
Fax: +41 22 738 00 07
d) Epsom Hotel

Address: 18, rue de Richemont, CH-1202 GENEVE
Tél: +41 22 544 66 66

Fax: +41 22 544 66 99

Website: http://www.manotel.com or epsom@manotel.com
e) Hotel Jade

Address: 55, rue Rothschild, CH-1202 GENEVE
Tél: +41 22 544 38 38
Fax: +41 22 544 38 99
Website: http://www.manotel.com or jade@manotel.com 

27. These hotels are all located in the Paquis or Secheron neighbourhoods which are close to transport, restaurants and the lake.  Hotels in other parts of the city are also available.  For information on other hotels, participants can visit the following website: http://www.holidaycityeurope.com/geneva_hotels/index.html
Transportation arrangements
28. Geneva is well-served by public transport and taxis.  

29. From the airport to the central station – a taxi fare to the centre of Geneva will be around 35 CHF.  There are also three trains every hour from the airport to the centre for around 3 CHF.  The cheapest option is to take the number 10 bus.  A ticket on the number 10 bus should be 3 CHF.

30. From the Paquis/Secheron and central station to the Palais des Nations – for participants staying in the Paquis or close to the central station, the quickest way to get to the Palais des Nations is to take the number 13 tram, direction Nations.  The fare should be 3CHF.
31. From the central station to the Paquis – participants whose hotel is in the Paquis have the option of taking the number 1 bus (Wilson Navette) or walking.  The bus fare is 3 CHF.
32. For more information on Geneva transport, we encourage participants to visit the English language website for Geneva Public Transport (TPG):

http://www.tpg.ch/Internet+TPG/Anglais/EHomepage/Accueil.htm

Visas

33. Visitors of some but not all entrants to Switzerland will require a valid passport and visa.  For more information on visas, visit the following website:

http://www.eda.admin.ch/canada_all/e/home/travel/visa.html

Weather
34. By mid-May, the weather will be cold warm, with day time temperatures between 15-20 degrees and evening temperatures between 10-15 degrees.  Daily weather reports for Switzerland can be found at:   
http://www.meteosuisse.ch/web/en/weather.html (English)

http://www.meteosuisse.ch/web/fr/meteo.html (French)
Other information
35. The electricity in Geneva is 220 volts.
36. Swiss currency is the Swiss Franc (CHF).
37. General tourism information can be obtained from the following website: 

http://www.geneve-tourisme.ch/localisation.php3?edTemp=vivre

Further information

38. For further information on the Consultation, please contact Nathalie Mivelaz at the following address :
Nathalie Mivelaz
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

UNOG-OHCHR

CH-1211 Geneva 10
Tel. No.: +41 22 928 92 13
Fax No.: +41 22 917 90 10

Email: nmivelaz@ohchr.org
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[image: image2.jpg]Geneve

AgetE
el O <.:.;‘»




MAP OF GENEVA (AIRPORT)
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MAP OF GENEVA (UNITED NATIONS)
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MAP OF PALAIS DES NATIONS (UNITED NATIONS)
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MAP OF GENEVA (AIRPORT AND UNITED NATIONS)
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