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Ever since the adoption of the UN Migrant Workers Convention back in 1990, civil society actors – especially migrant organisations, NGOs, churches and unions – have mobilised for its ratification, at the national, regional and global level. The activities undertaken by them usually started with raising awareness about the Convention within their own constituencies and then moved on to building a critical support basis at the political level in order to achieve ratification. Input from civil society has always been crucial, but too often it slowed down because of the very limited resources. It is important to note that, with rare exceptions, governmental and traditional institutional donors have been reluctant to fund advocacy activities for the ratification of the Convention.

What I would like to do is to present a brief update on some of the ratification initiatives currently undertaken by NGOs and then make some comments and recommendations on how NGOs and other civil society actors could continue to contribute to the efforts for the universal ratification of the Migrant Workers Convention. 
Because of time limitations, however, I will not be able to do justice to the many initiatives that are being carried out by civil society organisations.  Suffice it to say that at the global level, international NGOs on a regular basis call for the ratification of the Convention and are often working together with their local partner or member organisations. It should also be noted that over the years, actions for the ratification of the Convention have often been linked to the celebration of International Migrants’ Day.
But, let us start in North America where a platform was established in Québec bringing together the Immigrant Workers’ Centre, PINAY (a group of migrant workers from the Philippines), and two coalitions, one in support of agricultural workers and another one in support of migrant workers. In December of 2007, on the occasion of International Migrants’ Day, this platform organised an event in Montreal which was followed by a joint statement addressed to the provincial and federal authorities.
In the U.S., the National Network on Immigrant and Refugee Rights released a statement endorsed by some 100 organisations calling the ratification of the Convention. 

In Bangladesh, the WARBE Development Foundation together with other groups launched a year-long nation-wide petition campaign at an event in Dhaka on the occasion of last year’s International Migrant’s Day. The signatures will be submitted to the government of Bangladesh at the end of this year. This is but one example from Asia. The Task Force on ASEAN Migrant Workers, which brings together unions, migrant workers associations and migrant rights NGOs, regularly calls upon the ASEAN members to follow the example of the Philippines and ratify the Convention. This happened most recently at a consultation organised by the Task Force in Hanoi last month.   
In France, the platform “Migrant pas Esclave!” (MPE) brings together groups like GISTI, CIMADE, ATMF, Emmaüs (Interntational), FORIM, MRAP and the LDH. In 2007 the Platform used the Presidential and parliamentary election campaigns as opportunities to put the issue of ratification on the political agenda. They did this through the use of a petition and by publishing an Open Letter in Libération, one of the national newspapers. Last month, the Platform wrote to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs in a reaction to his reply to a 2007 parliamentary question. 
The campaign in France is not limited to lobbying the national government. It also includes public awareness raising activities, such as the event organised by CIMADE on the occasion of International Migrants’ Day: “le festival culturel sur les migrations”. 
Another interesting initiative in France that I would like to mention here is the campaign to get local governments (city councils) adopting resolutions asking for ratification of the Convention. 
The French platform also participates in the preparations of a six-month campaign which will take place during the French Presidency of the European Union later this year. The idea is to organise two parallel civil society events, one in June and one in October 2008, directly related to the calendar of the French Presidency on Migration and Development. The ratification of the Convention is one of the clear demands that will be put forward at these events.  
To enhance the effectiveness of the actions for the ratification of the Convention, I want to emphasise that what is needed is a comprehensive and focused campaign bringing together all stakeholders within a particular geographical context. Against this background, national human rights institutions should be seen as important allies. Following the adoption of a declaration calling for the ratification of the Convention at their 8th international conference (held in Bolivia in 2006), individual human rights commissions have called upon their governments to ratify the Convention. This was, for example, the case most recently in South Africa where the South African Human Rights Commission called for ratification following the traffic events in Attridgeville last month.   
I would now like to briefly elaborate on the situation in the European Union, where the experience of the past years shows that it is safe to say that none of the EU Member States will unilaterally ratify the Convention. The French Minister of Foreign Affairs, for instance, said in October last year that France could not act alone because the policies with respect to asylum and migration are to a large extent set by the European Union, which requires coordination between the Member States. There is indeed an emerging comprehensive European Migration Policy, which focuses on supporting legal migration, cracking down on the employment of irregular migrants and fostering circular migration and mobility partnerships.   

I would therefore like to argue that as NGOs and civil society actors we need to develop an approach for ratification of the Convention that targets at the same time the EU level and the national level. This is precisely what the European Platform for Migrant Workers Rights is working on. This Platform brings together NGOs from Belgium, Spain, Italy, France, the United Kingdom, Ireland and others. 

The 2007 report published by the Platform as well as the research produced by UNESCO show that on several occasions European institutions such as the European Parliament, the European Economic and Social Committee as well as the Committee of the Regions have publicly supported the Convention and argued for the EU Member States to ratify it. But, the real power in the European Union arguably lies with the Council and not with the Parliament, which brings the discussion back to the national level. 
The European Parliament does, however, have an increasingly important role to play in Europe’s migration policy. Furthermore, when the new Treaty of Lisbon enters into force there are some interesting opportunities. We should, for example, take into consideration that under Article 46A of this new Treaty, the European Union shall have “legal personality” which in theory opens the opportunity for the EU to ratify international conventions. 
I am convinced that the time is right for developing a comprehensive ratification campaign in Europe, involving not only NGOs, but also international organisations, unions, national human rights commissions, political parties, city councils, regional governments and the states parties to the Convention.
My suggestion is that such a European campaign should be launched after next year’s European elections, with a target for ratification or signing of the Convention by one or more EU Member States by the 18th of December 2010, which is the 10th anniversary of the official celebration of International Migrants’ Day. 
Because we know that none of the EU Member States will unilaterally ratify the Convention, it is crucial to create a critical support base targeting those countries with the highest potential for ratification and complementing this with support from the European institutions. Such an approach could in my view be linked to the 2010 EU presidencies, held respectively by Spain and Belgium. 

Spain offers a window of opportunity because the election programme of PSOE of the re-elected Prime Minister Zapatero clearly states that the rights of migrants should be reinforced at the international level, especially with respect to ratification of the UN Migrant Workers Convention.   

Belgium, as well as Spain, offers us avenues for complementary actions. I am, in particular, referring to the fact that in both countries, regional parliaments adopted calls for ratification of the Convention. This could be taken forward by working together with the European Committee of the Regions, for example by bringing together representatives from other regions in an effort to build and strengthen the argument for ratification by the EU Member States.

Similar actions could be undertaken with respect to securing support from local authorities as well as national human rights institutions. 
The third country I believe should be part of a European campaign is Greece, because Athens has officially offered to be the host of next year’s Global Forum on Migration and Development. This allows us to connect the regional with the international level. Regional and national actions for ratification need to be supported by and linked to worldwide initiatives, of which the Global Forum on Migration and Development is one example. 
With the Philippines we have a State Party to the Convention as the host government for this year’s edition of the Global Forum. The government in Manila did already announce that the protection of the rights of migrants will be an important theme at the Forum. This is a step forward compared to the first Forum in Brussels last year. 
Civil society organisations will again be involved in the Civil Society Day of the Forum and also organise a number of parallel events. The International Platform on the Migrant Workers Convention, which is a coalition of a diverse range of NGOs facilitating the promotion, implementation and monitoring of the Convention, is planning to participate in the meetings in Manila to ensure that we use this as an opportunity to put forward a strong call for ratification of the Convention. Such a call should not only be supported by civil society actors but also by the other members of the Steering Committee on the Global Campaign for the Ratification of the Convention as well as by the current States Parties to the Convention.
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