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Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Committee members,

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to be with you this morning and to address you on the occasion of the opening of your 6th session.

I should like to briefly inform you of developments since your session in November 2006.
Developments relating to human rights treaties and their monitoring bodies

As you know, the human rights treaty regime has been enriched with the adoption of three new instruments. 

On 13 December 2006, the General Assembly adopted the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its optional protocol, landmark instruments that set out to protect the rights of some 650 million people worldwide. A signing ceremony for those instruments was held on 30 March 2007 in New York. At the moment, the signatories are 85 signatories for the Convention and 45 for its optional protocol.
On 20 December 2006, the General Assembly also adopted the International Convention for the Protection of All persons from Enforced Disappearances. The text was opened for signature on 6 February 2007. 59 States have signed the Convention so far.
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva will ensure support to the two independent monitoring mechanisms provided for by those new treaties. 

I would like to inform you also that the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women is expected to be transferred from New York to Geneva in the near future. 
Furthermore, the Sub-Committee for the Prevention of Torture established under the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and Punishment held its first session in Geneva in February this year. As you know, this new monitoring mechanism is significantly different from those established by other United Nations treaties since it establishes a preventive system of regular visits to places of detention, to be carried out in a complementary manner by independent international and national experts. 

Human Rights Council 

Since your last session, the Human Rights Council held several sessions, including two special sessions: one on the Israeli military incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory; and another one on the situation of human rights in Darfur. At its 4th session in March, the Council held inter-active dialogues with special procedures mandate holders, including with Mr. Jorge Bustamante, the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of Migrants. He reported to the Council on his recent visits to South Korea and Indonesia, and called upon States to become a party to the Migrant Workers Convention. The Special Rapporteur is planning to visit South Africa and the United States of America later this year.
Because the deadline by which the Council is expected to conclude its institution-building processes is now close at hand, its fifth session, to be held from 11 to 18 June, will focus on the establishment of the Universal Periodic Review mechanism, and the review of all mandates and mechanisms inherited from the former Commission on Human Rights.
Follow-up to the Fifth Inter-Committee Meeting and Eighteenth Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies and the Reform of Treaty Bodies

Turning now to the reform of treaty bodies, I would like to inform you that as a follow-up to recommendations of the Fifth Inter-Committee Meeting and Eighteenth Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies, the Working Group on reservations of which your colleague Mr. Ahmed Hassan El Borai is a member reconvened on 14 and 15 December 2006. 

I’m sure that Mr. El Borai will provide you with details on the outcome of this meeting, including recommendations for the harmonization of working methods of treaty bodies vis-à-vis reservations in the list of issues and concluding observations. The Working group’s report is in your file and will be submitted to the Sixth Inter-Committee Meeting and the Nineteenth Meeting of Chairpersons. Also on this matter, the International Law Commission will hold a discussion on reservations to human rights treaties with United Nations experts in the field of human rights from 15 to 16 May 2007 in Geneva. Mr. El Borai has agreed to represent your Committee at this meeting.
Still as a follow-up to recommendations of the Fifth Inter-Committee Meeting and Eighteenth Meeting of Chairpersons of Treaty Bodies, a working group on the harmonization of the working methods of treaty bodies met from 27 to 28 November 2006 at Palais Wilson, Geneva. Participants, including your colleague Mr. Francisco Alba, outlined and discussed the proposals of their respective committees adopted in light of the High Commissioner’s proposal for the creation of a unified standing treaty body, and the concept paper elaborating that proposal. The working group met again on 15 and 16 April in order to finalize its discussion and its report to the inter-Committee meeting. On that occasion, your Committee was unfortunately not represented. The secretariat will be briefing you later in this session on the outcome of that meeting.
Finally, it is envisaged that treaty bodies’ chairpersons meet with States parties to discuss treaty body reform on 14 and 15 June 2007, before the Sixth Inter-Committee Meeting and the Nineteenth Meeting of Chairpersons to be held respectively from 18 to 20 June 2007 and 21 to 22 June 2007.
OHCHR country engagement strategies in support of treaty bodies

In conformity with its Plan of Action and Strategic Management Plan, OHCHR continues to strive to place more emphasis on country-level action in as much implementation of your recommendations is concerned.

In that context, and following a recommendation of the seventeenth meeting of chairpersons, OHCHR organized a seminar on technical cooperation and follow-up to Concluding Observations on 9 and 10 November 2006 in Geneva, which your colleague Mr. José Brillantes attended. The meeting was attended not only by treaty body and special procedures experts, but also by members of the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation, representatives of United Nations specialized agencies, and staff of OHCHR field presences. Participants discussed the format and the substance of Concluding Observations and their implementation at the national level. The report of that seminar will be distributed to you as soon as it has been finalized. 
Migration developments

Since the High Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development, the Government of Belgium has invited States to a Global Forum on Migration and Development, to be held in Brussels on 10 and 11 July 2007, preceded by a civil society day. Although the themes chosen for the Forum are more linked to economic aspects of migration and development, many actors have expressed a wish to discuss human rights as a cross-cutting issue at the Forum’s roundtables. OHCHR has raised with the Forum’s organisers the importance of inviting the relevant human rights mechanisms, such as your Committee, to participate in the Forum, but it is as of today still unclear whether there will be a possibility for you to be represented. 
In other initiatives, OHCHR continues to convene the meetings of the Steering Committee on the Promotion of the Ratification of the Migrants Rights Convention, which aims at increasing the number of States parties to the Convention. The Steering Committee organised a parallel event at the fourth and again at the fifth session of the Human Rights Council, at which you, Mr. Chairman, participated. It also intends to organise a briefing for representatives of Permanent Missions here in Geneva in order to dispel some misunderstandings surrounding the Convention. 
Since your last session, Mauritania acceded to the Convention and Argentina ratified the Convention. In a statement to the Human Rights Council, Indonesia indicated that it is preparing the ratification of the Convention. 

Present session of the Committee on Migrant Workers

Since your last session Syria, Bolivia and El Salvador submitted their initial report under article 73 of the Convention. In the light of the number of reports that are now ready for consideration, you may wish to discuss the possibility of moving away from your present practice of two sessions a year of one week duration, and plan instead for one yearly session of three weeks, which would give you more room for the consideration of State reports and other issues of importance to you.
Distinguished Committee members,

You have a busy session ahead of you. Today you will start the consideration of the initial report of Egypt, which is sure to attract interest. You will also be meeting in closed session with NGOs and UN agencies in preparation of the consideration of the report of Ecuador. In your meeting with States parties, you will discuss the status of reporting and promotion of the Convention. Finally, you will be discussing treaty body reform and adopt your annual report to the General Assembly. I wish to assure you that you can count on the continuing support of the office to assist you in your important work.

