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Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen, 
It is a pleasure to welcome you to Geneva for the tenth session of your Committee. I should like first of all to apologise for the absence of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Navanethem Pillay, who is at this exact moment attending the opening of the Durban Review Conference and is thus unfortunately not in a position to be here with you today. She has asked me to transmit to you her best wishes for a productive and successful session.
As you know, the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action contains an important section on the rights of migrants, because migrants are without a doubt among the groups that are most affected by racism, xenophobia and other forms of related intolerance. It is for that reason also that the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action contains specific calls upon all States to ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. I am confident that this support for the Convention will persist also during the present Review Conference.
On the margins of the Durban Review Conference, OHCHR is organizing a panel discussion on the economic, social and cultural rights of migrants. I am very pleased that you, Mr. Chairman, will participate in this side event which will take place on Friday 24 April. I would also like to warmly invite all other experts of the Committee to attend this discussion. Your presence will testify to the importance of the role of your Committee and of the Convention in the struggle against racism, xenophobia and other forms of related intolerance.
Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Migration is an issue of continuing importance to OHCHR. In order to reinforce the advocacy of a human rights based approach to migration, I am pleased to announce that the High Commissioner has designated Ngonlardje Mbaidjol as her senior advisor on migration issues. He is being assisted by a migration policy advisor who started working with him earlier this month.  We sincerely hope that this will increase the visibility and impact of the Office in the international migration debate and may also lead to a higher number of ratifications of your Convention.

In this regard, there is good news: the recent accessions to the Convention by Rwanda and Niger have brought the number of States parties to 41. This means that, in accordance with article 72, paragraph 1(b), of the Convention, the membership of your Committee will expand to fourteen as of 1 January 2010, after the elections that will take place at the meeting of States parties in December of this year.
Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me now to turn to some other developments within the United Nations human rights system. 
As you may know, on 10 December 2008, on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the General Assembly adopted by consensus the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which establishes a procedure for individual complaints, inquiries and inter-State communications concerning violations of the rights enshrined in the Covenant. The need for such a Protocol had been discussed for almost 20 years before its text was eventually elaborated by a Working Group established by the Human Rights Council in June 2006.  

I am also very pleased to inform you that you are no longer the youngest treaty monitoring body in the system: the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was established through the election of its first 10 members during the first Conference of the States parties to the Convention on 3 November 2008.   The Committee met in Geneva for the first time from 23 to 27 February 2009.   

As you know, the eighth Inter-Committee Meeting was held in December and your Committee was represented by Mr. El Jamri and Mrs. Poussi.   The meeting was dedicated exclusively to the issue of harmonization of working methods and focused on revised treaty-specific guidelines; follow-up to concluding observations and the Universal Periodic Review of the Human Rights Council.  Furthermore, participants explored the possibility of giving the Inter-Committee Meeting an enhanced decision-making role with a view to strengthening harmonization of working methods. 
Regarding follow-up procedures to treaty bodies concluding observations, the meeting proposed the establishment of a working group or task force with the specific objective of identifying best practices and possible areas of harmonization. This may be of interest to your Committee as it may assist you in developing your own follow-up system in harmony with the ones being used by other treaty bodies.  

As for the Human Rights Council, the fourth UPR session took place in February, bringing the total number of countries reviewed to 64. On the occasion of your current session, I would like to note that three of the States parties whose initial reports you will consider at your present session (Azerbaijan, Colombia and the Philippines) have already gone through the UPR process, and you will find the relevant documentation included in your files.  

The UPR session confirms what you already noticed the last time you met, that it is evident that the rights of migrants play a prominent role during the UPR process and that the recommendations made by treaty bodies are one of the most solid foundations of the UPR review. In the same spirit, human rights treaty bodies should be encouraged to follow-up on commitments and pledges made by States as well as on UPR country recommendations.
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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee,

The present session of the Committee will be very intense and will again generate a lot of work for you. First of all, the Committee will continue, starting tomorrow, with its consideration of the initial reports of States parties and examine the reports of Azerbaijan, Colombia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Philippines. In a closed session next week, your Committee will meet with representatives of UN agencies, intergovernmental organizations national human rights institutions and non-governmental organizations, in order to prepare for the consideration of the reports of Sri Lanka and Algeria.
As far as other aspects of your programme are concerned, on 30 April in the afternoon you will have a meeting with States parties to the Convention, in order to discuss the promotion of the Convention as well as the problems encountered in the presentation of initial reports.
Finally, you will mark 1 May, International Labour Day, through the organisation of a round table on the freedom of association of migrant workers, and in particular on their right to join and establish trade unions. This subject addresses a problem that concerns migrant workers in many countries, and particularly those who are in an undocumented situation. Your round table will no doubt draw a lot of interest.
Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee, 
I wish you an excellent session.

Thank you.

