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UN HUMAN RIGHTS IN 2019

Mandate of the 
United Nations High 

Commissioner for 
Human Rights

General Assembly  

resolution 48/141

Promote and protect all  

human rights for all

Coordinate United Nations 

human rights education and 

public information programmes

Coordinate human rights 

promotion and protection 

activities throughout the 

United Nations system

Rationalize, adapt,  

strengthen and streamline  

the United Nations human 

rights machinery

Work actively to remove obstacles 

to the realization of human rights 

and to prevent the continuation of 

human rights violations

Engage in dialogue with 

governments in order to secure 

respect for all human rights

Enhance international 

cooperation for the 

promotion and protection of 

all human rights

Recommend that bodies of 

the United Nations system 

improve the promotion and 

protection of all human rights

Promote and protect  

the right to development

Provide technical 

assistance to States for 

human rights activities
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Facts and Figures in 2019

 2,521

fellows (41 women and 36 men) from 

indigenous, Afrodescendant and minority 

communities in 56 countries, participated in 

the UN Human Rights Fellowship Programme

77

State Party reports reviewed  

by the treaty bodies with  

7 States Parties visited 

by the Subcommittee on 

Prevention of Torture

human rights  

components in UN 

Peace Missions, 

including 524 staff, 

supported by UN 

Human Rights

12

victims of torture in  

77 countries received  

rehabilitation support

 35,997

PEOPLE CENTRED  

HUMAN RIGHTS MECHANISMS SUPPORT HUMAN RIGHTS INTEGRATION IN THE UN

CIVIL SOCIETY ENGAGEMENT

MEMBER STATE COOPERATION

participants in the 8th 

Forum on Business and 

Human Rights

Over

oral statements delivered by 

NGOs during Human Rights 

Council sessions

2 signatures 

19 ratifications  

18 accessions

Data available as at 31 December 2019

39
treaty actions 

victims of contemporary  

forms of slavery in 23 

countries obtained assistance

 48 9 ,5

2,420

3,174
official documents 

submitted for meetings 

of human rights 

mechanisms, General 

Assembly and ECOSOC

57  

Governments hosted 

over 84  

visits by special  

procedures mandates 

3792  
resolutions 

adopted by the 

Human Rights 

Council

submissions related to 

individual complaints and 

Committee on Enforced 

Disappearances urgent 

actions received 

27,771 
Support to  

the work of  

172  treaty  

body experts during 

27 sessions  

for a total of  

95 weeks

133

Human Rights 

Advisers were 

deployed in UN 

Country Teams 

66
grants were awarded by the UN Human Rights 

Grants Committee to the total amount of  

US$4,272,554 for projects to 

be implemented in over 28 countries
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Notes: The data Includes all OHCHR and UNDP administered staff in the General Service, National Officer, Professional and higher categories on temporary, permanent, continuing and 

fixed-term appointments. Locally recruited staff in the General Service category are considered as national staff.

Global presence in 2019

84 +
FIELD PRESENCES HQ

STAFF IN THE FIELD

55% 45%

international staff

field staff

national staff

HQ staff 

63% 37%

55% 45%

HQ

P1

D1

GENERAL SERVICE

P3

ASG 

67% 33%

61% 39%

47%

58%

71%

33%

53%

58% 42%

42%

29%

67%

100%

100%

46% 54%

56% 44%

FIELD

P2

D2

PROFESSIONAL AND ABOVE

P5

P4

USG42%

58%

54%

46%

54% HQ

15% Africa

12% Americas

7%   Asia Pacific

6%  Europe & Central Asia 

6% Middle East & North Africa

1,442 136
STAFF NATIONALITIES  

AMONG STAFF

STAFF GENDER DISTRIBUTION

+  
32 
JPOs 
SPONSORED 
BY 12 MEMBER 
STATES

+  
19 
UNVS 
SPONSORED 
BY 5 MEMBER 
STATES 

+ 
524 
STAFF IN 
PEACE 
MISSIONS

1  (2 locations) 
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OHCHR Liberia staff discuss durable solutions to forced eviction with residents of a demolished site in the Fendel community near Monrovia. © OHCHR
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UN HUMAN RIGHTS AROUND 
THE WORLD IN 2019

 Headquarters

Country/Stand-alone Offices/

Human Rights Missions

Regional Offices/Centres

Human rights components 

of UN Peace/Political Missions

Human Rights Advisers deployed 

under the framework of the UNSDG

Other types of field presences

FIELD PRESENCES HQ

84 + 1
 (2 locations) 

REGIONAL OFFICES/CENTRES

HUMAN RIGHTS COMPONENTS 

OF UN PEACE/POLITICAL MISSIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISERS DEPLOYED 

UNDER THE FRAMEWORK OF THE UNSDG

OTHER TYPES OF FIELD PRESENCES

12

12

37

6

Argentina

COUNTRY/STAND-ALONE OFFICES/

HUMAN RIGHTS MISSIONS

17

Mexico New York

Colombia

Barbados

Ecuador

Trinidad and Tobago

Guyana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau 
(UNIOGBIS)

Mauritania

G5 Sahel – 
Mauritania****

G5 Sahel – 
Burkina Faso****

Burkina Faso

West Africa 
(Dakar)

UN Sub-Regional Centre 
for Human Rights and 
Democracy in Central 
Africa (Yaoundé)

Tunisia

Liberia

Nigeria

G5 Sahel – 
Niger****

Niger

Guatemala

Belize

Uruguay

Paraguay

Bolivia

Peru

Honduras

El Salvador

Venezuela

Central America 
(Panama City)

Jamaica

Haiti (BINUH)

 Iraq (UNAMI)

Libya (UNSMIL)

State of Palestine***  
(Gaza and Ramallah)

Jordan

Saudi Arabia

Syria –  
based in Beirut 

Middle East and  
North Africa  
(Beirut)

Mali (MINUSMA)

G5 Sahel – 
Mali****

South America 
(Santiago de Chile)

Brazil
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*    Reference to Kosovo should be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.

**   Mandated by Human Rights Council resolution 25/25.

***      Reference to the State of Palestine should be understood in compliance with United Nations General Assembly resolution 67/19.

*** * G5 Sahel Joint Force Compliance Framework Project (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger).

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Central African 
Republic 
(MINUSCA)

Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
(MONUSCO)

Geneva SerbiaMontenegro Belarus
Europe 
(Brussels)

Republic of North 
Macedonia

Uganda

Burundi 
(closed in 2019)

Somalia  
(UNSOM)

South Sudan 
(UNMISS)

Kenya

Chad

G5 Sahel –  
Chad****

East Africa 
(Addis Ababa)

Cambodia

Papua New Guinea

Malaysia

Philippines

Yemen

UN Human Rights Training and 
Documentation Centre for South-West 

Asia and the Arab Region  
(Doha)

Timor-Leste

Central Asia  
(Bishkek)

Mongolia

South Caucasus 
(Tbilisi)

Russian  
Federation

Afghanistan 
(UNAMA)

OHCHR Field-based structure**  
(Seoul, Republic of Korea)

Sudan  
(UNAMID)

Sudan 

Malawi

 Zimbabwe

Mozambique

Southern Africa 
(Pretoria)

South-East Asia 
(Bangkok)

Myanmar –  
based in Bangkok

Myanmar –  
based in Cox’s Bazar

Sri Lanka

Nepal

Maldives

Ukraine
Republic of 
Moldova

Rwanda

Pacific  
(Suva)

Bangladesh

Kosovo*  
(UNMIK)

Madagascar




