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Human Rights Council 
Mechanisms Division

Background

The Human Rights Council Mechanisms Division 
(HRCMD) is the Division of the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) with a core 
mandate to support the Human Rights Council (HRC) 
and its subsidiary mechanisms, including the special 
procedures and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR). 
It also administers the Voluntary Technical Assistance 
Trust Fund to Support the Participation of Least Devel-
oped Countries and Small Island Developing States in 
the work of the Human Rights Council; the Voluntary 
Fund for Participation in the Universal Periodic Review 
and the Voluntary Fund for Financial and Technical As-
sistance for the Implementation of the Universal Peri-
odic Review. The Division consists of an Office of the 
Director, the Human Rights Council Branch (HRCB), the 
Special Procedures Branch (SPB) and the Universal 
Periodic Review Branch (UPRB). 

The Human Rights Council is an intergovernmental 
body that is composed of 47 Member States, which are 
elected by the General Assembly for a three-year pe-
riod. The HRC was established by and is a subsidiary 
body of the General Assembly that is responsible for 
strengthening the promotion and protection of human 
rights around the globe. In 2016, the Council discussed 
a wide range of thematic issues at its three regular 
sessions and two special sessions, including during 
21 panel discussions on topics such as the 2030 Agen-
da for Sustainable Development and human rights, with 
an emphasis on the right to development, preventing 
and countering violent extremism, youth and human 
rights and using sport and the Olympic ideal to promote 
human rights for all. The Council continued to respond 
to human rights emergencies and emerging or chronic 
issues and addressed urgent situations in South Sudan 
and the Syrian Arab Republic. Overall, the Council 
adopted 107 resolutions and decisions in 2016.

Thirty-second session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva, June 2016. © UN Photo/Jean-Marc Ferré
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In addition, the HRC marked its 10th anniversary and 
a series of events were organized to commemorate 
the occasion. The key event was a high-level panel 
discussion, held during the Council’s 32nd regular 
session, which featured all nine former Council Presi-
dents who came together to reflect on the various 
achievements of the Council in its first 10 years and 
to identify ongoing challenges. All 193 Member States 
of the United Nations participated, representing the 
first Human Rights Council session with universal par-
ticipation of the Member States, along with various 
other stakeholders. Other activities were undertaken 
to mark the anniversary, including the publication of a 
leaflet outlining the Council’s activities, which can be 
downloaded as a smartphone application. 

The special procedures are mandates given to inde-
pendent experts, through Human Rights Council res-
olutions, to address thematic human rights issues or 
human rights situations in specific countries. Special 
procedures conduct country visits; send communi-
cations to States or other actors about human rights 
issues and individual cases; undertake awareness-

raising activities; contribute to the development of 
international human rights standards; undertake the-
matic studies; and provide advisory services. The spe-
cial procedures system currently consists of 57 man-
dates (43 thematic and 14 country-specific), including 
two which were established in 2016, namely, an Inde-
pendent Expert on protection against violence and 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gen-
der identity and a Special Rapporteur on the right to 
development. There are currently 81 mandate holder 
positions, including those in working groups.

The second UPR cycle continued to focus on progress 
made since the previous cycle. In 2016, OHCHR pro-
vided full substantive, technical and logistical support 
to the 24th, 25th and 26th sessions of the UPR Working 
Group, during which 39 State reviews were conduct-
ed. The Office prepared 78 pre-session reports, draft-
ed 39 Working Group reports and the same number of 

Special procedures in figures in 2016

96 country visits carried out by special procedures 

mandate holders to 65 States and territories

526 communications sent to 119 different States 

and 23 non-State actors, 86.5 per cent of which 

were jointly issued by two or more mandate holders. 

The response rate of States to these communications 

increased significantly to 59 per cent

134 reports submitted by mandate holders to the 

Human Rights Council and 39 to the General Assembly

2 new special procedures mandates established

2 more Member States extended a standing invitation 

to the special procedures. A total of 117 Member States 

and 1 non-Member Observer State have now extended 

a standing invitation to thematic mandates

Mock session organized by OHCHR and the Ministry of Justice for 
Timor-Leste’s delegation attending the Universal Periodic Review, 
October 2016. © OHCHR/Timor-Leste

History of the Human Rights Council

 O December 2004: The High-level Panel on Threats, 

Challenges and Change issues a report recommend-

ing strengthening the UN Commission on Human 

Rights

 O March 2005: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan rec-

ommends replacing the Commission with a “Human 

Rights Council”

 O 15 March 2006: The Human Rights Council replaces 

the Commission on Human Rights by General Assem-

bly resolution 60/251

 O 18-30 June 2006: The Human Rights Council holds its 

first session in Geneva

 O 18 June 2007: The Human Rights Council adopts its 

“Institution-Building” package by resolution 5/1, es-

tablishing its subsidiary bodies 

 O 7-18 April 2008: The first session of the Universal Peri-

odic Review Working Group is held and the first group 

of States is reviewed

 O March 2011: The five-year review of the Human Rights 

Council is endorsed with the adoption of resolution 

16/21 (by consensus) 

 O October 2011: The reviews of the first cycle of the Uni-

versal Periodic Review (with the participation of all 193 

Member States) are concluded

 O 13 June 2016: A High-level panel discussion is held 

on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Human 

Rights Council: achievements and challenges

 O November 2016: The reviews of the second cycle of 

the Universal Periodic Review (with the participation 

of all 193 Member States) are concluded
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summaries from the UPR segment that took place dur-
ing the Council plenary sessions. It also encouraged 
and supported the involvement of civil society actors 
in the UPR process by circulating information relating 
to the UPR in a timely manner and facilitating regu-
lar briefings to representatives of civil society prior to 
each session of the HRC. Through the Voluntary Fund 
for Financial and Technical Assistance for the Imple-
mentation of the UPR, the Office supported the efforts 
of Member States to, among other activities, establish 
and strengthen national follow-up mechanisms and 
processes and design and implement national human 
rights action plans.

Results

The following results were achieved following key 
interventions undertaken by the HRC and its mecha-
nisms, with the support of OHCHR.

Strengthening international human rights 
mechanisms

 u Increased compliance and engagement of Mem-
ber States with international human rights mecha-
nisms (EA 6)
Member States continued to increase their engage-
ment with the international human rights mecha-
nisms. Through the Voluntary Technical Assistance 
Trust Fund to Support the Participation of Least 
Developed Countries and Small Island Develop-
ing States in the work of the Human Rights Coun-
cil, OHCHR provided support to 24 delegates from 
19 Member States from Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
and the Caribbean and Latin America, which ena-
bled them to represent their respective countries in 
sessions of the Council. Member States also contin-
ued to increase their engagement with the Working 
Group on Communications and the Working Group 
on Situations of the HRC’s complaint procedure by 
sending substantive replies to questions posed by 
both working groups. The response rate to commu-
nications was higher than 85 per cent. Furthermore, 
many States complied with the findings and rec-
ommendations of the working groups. As a result, 
important results were achieved in 2016, including 
the release of imprisoned bloggers, the granting of 
compensations and the establishment of independ-
ent domestic procedures to investigate alleged vio-
lations committed by the States concerned.
In relation to the special procedures, mandate hold-
ers transmitted a total of 526 communications to 
119 States and 23 communications to non-State ac-
tors, including business corporations, in relation to 
at least 1,282 individuals. A total of 431 replies were 
received, 313 of which were related to communica-
tions sent in 2016 (representing a reply rate of 59 per 

cent). The replies varied from acknowledgements of 
receipt to substantive replies. In addition, the Work-
ing Group on enforced or involuntary disappearanc-
es transmitted information to States on 801 new cas-
es of enforced disappearance, 206 of which were 
clarified. In relation to cases of arbitrary detention, at 
least 20 individuals, who were subjects of opinions 
issued by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, 
were released in the course of the year.
States also responded to a number of findings and 
recommendations issued by the special procedures. 
For example, during a visit to Brazil, in March, the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peo-
ples raised concerns about violations of the rights 
of the Munduruku indigenous peoples in the con-
text of a dam project. More specifically, there was a 
notable absence of consultations to obtain the free, 
prior and informed consent of the affected peoples, 
a failure to demarcate indigenous lands affected by 
the project and to conduct adequate environmental 
and social impact assessments regarding the dam. 
Following her visit, the Ministry of the Environment 
suspended the licensing procedure for the project 
on the grounds that it was incompatible with the con-
stitutional rights of indigenous peoples.
In July, the Working Group on discrimination against 
women in law and in practice and the mandates on 
the right to health, on arbitrary detention, on the in-
dependence of judges and lawyers and on torture, 
sent a joint communication to Argentina regarding 
the case of a woman who was sentenced to eight 
years in prison after she suffered a miscarriage. Al-
though doctors determined that she had miscarried, 
she was accused of and tried for inducing an abor-
tion. Following the submission of the communication, 
the woman was released from jail, in mid-August. In 
another case, a joint communication was issued by 
several mandate holders regarding a well-known an-
thropologist researcher of Iranian, Canadian and Irish 
nationalities, who studied a range of issues related 
to women’s roles and status in Muslim contexts. She 
was arrested and detained in Iran and reportedly 
investigated for “dabbling in feminism and security 
matters,” although no charges were brought against 
her while she was in detention. After a second com-
munication was sent to the relevant authorities, the 
anthropologist was released, on 26 September.
Non-state actors also engaged with the special pro-
cedures. For example, the Asia Regional Forum on 
Business and Human Rights, organized by OHCHR 
and the Working Group on transnational corporations 
and other business enterprises in Doha, Qatar, fea-
tured a session on sports events at which the FIFA 
publicly committed to aligning its policies and prac-
tices with the Guiding Principles, and the Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy of the Qatar 
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2022 World Cup committed to ensuring the dignity, 
security, health and welfare of migrant workers.
A number of outcomes were achieved as a result 
of the UPR process and the support of OHCHR and 
the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Financial and 
Technical Assistance for the Implementation of the 
UPR. In 2016, the Trust Fund supported 24 projects, 
including one in Costa Rica that will enable the Inter-
Institutional Commission for reporting and follow-up 
to define its working methods; another in Iraq that 
was used by the Kurdistan Regional Government’s 
Steering Board to develop a UPR implementation 
action plan; others that were used in Barbados, Mau-
ritania, Saint Kitts and Nevis and Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines for the development of action plans 
to implement UPR recommendations; and another 
in the Dominican Republic to promote a dialogue 
mechanism between civil society organizations and 
the Government that will be used to develop a na-
tional human rights action plan (NHRAP). 
Work has advanced significantly on the develop-
ment of a National Human Rights Recommendations 
Tracking Database, which will facilitate the monitor-
ing and follow-up of international human rights rec-
ommendations at the national level. The Database, 
which will be available as of mid-2017, will enable 
States to access the Universal Human Rights Index, 
download the recommendations that were issued 
by the treaty bodies, the UPR and the special proce-
dures, cluster them by thematic issues and groups of 
persons affected, assign responsibilities as to their 
implementation, monitor related activities and budg-
ets and record the status of implementation. In turn, 
this will facilitate future reporting. 

 u Increased number and diversity of rights-holders, 
and of national human rights institutions and civil 
society actors acting on their behalf, making use of 

United Nations and regional human rights mecha-
nisms and bodies (EA 7)
The number and diversity of NGO participants at-
tending sessions of the HRC continues to grow. 
In 2016, the participation of NGOs increased by 
25 per cent in relation to 2015 (835), which submit-
ted 25 per cent more written statements (551) and 
delivered 17 per cent more oral statements (2,080). 
A large number of side events (437) were organized 
by NGOs in parallel with sessions of the Council. 
OHCHR held regular briefings for representatives 
of civil society prior to each session of the Council 
and facilitated regular meetings with the President 
of the Human Rights Council to provide organiza-
tions with the opportunity to raise their concerns 
regarding cases of reprisals. Moreover, in order 
to respond to allegations of threats and reported 
cases of reprisals against civil society representa-
tives during UPR or HRC sessions, a procedure 
was established to follow up on the allegations and 
bring them to the attention of the President of the 
Council. In the course of 2016, the President sys-
tematically followed up on a number of reported 
cases through informal/bilateral meetings, formal 
correspondence or indirectly during the sessions. 
OHCHR further encouraged the participation of civ-
il society actors in the UPR by, for instance, sharing 
information on the UPR sessions in a timely man-
ner and updating its guidance note to civil society 
organizations on how to submit relevant contribu-
tions related to the background documents. 

 u Advances in the progressive development of in-
ternational and regional human rights law in areas 
relevant to the thematic priorities (EA 8)
A number of mandate holders contributed to the 
development of international human rights law and 
good practices through the preparation of reports 

How research leads to action: The role of the Advisory Committee of the Human 
Rights Council 

Thanks to its critical role, the Advisory Committee, the 

research-based mechanism of the Human Rights Coun-

cil (HRC), has successfully focused the attention of the 

international community on unknown human rights is-

sues pertaining to specific cases of discrimination. 

At the HRC’s request, the Advisory Committee took the 

lead in drafting a set of principles and guidelines to elim-

inate discrimination against persons affected by leprosy 

and their family members. The principles and guidelines 

were first endorsed by the Council and later by the Gen-

eral Assembly (resolution 65/215), in December 2010. 

The Advisory Committee will submit a progress report 

to the Human Rights Council at its thirty-fifth session in 

June 2017.

Furthermore, as a result of a recommendation formu-

lated in the Advisory Committee’s study on the issue of 

albinism, the Human Rights Council decided to establish 

the mandate of an Independent Expert on the enjoy-

ment of human right of persons with albinism.

The 18 expert member body is currently working on the 

following four mandates: leprosy-related discrimination; 

the negative impact of the non-repatriation of funds of 

illicit origin on the enjoyment of human rights; regional 

arrangements for the promotion and protection of hu-

man rights; and unaccompanied migrant children and 

adolescents.
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and guidelines. In her report to the General Assem-
bly, in 2016, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of 
indigenous peoples presented recommendations 
on how the rights of indigenous peoples can be bet-
ter protected in conservation policy and practice. 
In a positive development, the World Conservation 
Congress in Hawaii adopted several important reso-
lutions in line with some of the recommendations 
outlined in the Special Rapporteur’s report, includ-
ing on the need for safeguarding indigenous lands, 
territories and resources from unsustainable devel-
opments. The report encourages Governments to 
work with indigenous peoples to create, institute 
and enforce legal and management regimes of pro-
tected areas to enhance accountability and improve 
governance. Furthermore, since the submission of 
reports on the issue of the intentional destruction of 
cultural heritage, in 2011 and 2016, the Special Rap-
porteur in the field of cultural rights has been invited 
to take part in meetings organized by NATO, ICRC 
and UNESCO about the importance of adopting a 
human rights-based approach to preventing the de-
struction of cultural heritage.

 u Enhanced synergies, complementarity and coher-
ence within and between human rights mecha-
nisms (EA 9)
In 2016, the special procedures strengthened their 
engagement with other human rights mechanisms 
and undertook several joint activities. For example, 
the Special Rapporteur on violence against women 
prioritized integrating a gender perspective into the 
work of other mechanisms, including by participat-
ing in consultative meetings and issuing joint state-
ments with other mandate holders, the Committee 
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) and regional mechanisms working on 
gender equality and human rights, such as the rap-
porteurs of the Inter-American and African human 
rights systems. The Special Rapporteur participated 
in the 60th session of the Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women, during which she contributed to dis-

cussions on women’s empowerment and its link to 
sustainable development and to the follow-up on 
the review theme on the elimination and preven-
tion of all forms of violence against women and girls. 
She also conducted a consultation with CEDAW, 
in November, and participated in the Committee’s 
working group on the revision of its General Recom-
mendation No. 19 on violence against women.

 u Early warning functions of human rights mecha-
nisms are enhanced (EA 10)
The HRC continued to address emerging or ongoing 
human rights crises in a number of situations. Its two 
international commissions of inquiry, on Eritrea and 
on the Syrian Arab Republic, continued their work of 
investigating and documenting human rights viola-
tions. At the same time, the Council debated the out-
comes of inquiries on violations and abuses of hu-
man rights in Belarus, Burundi, Iran, Libya, Myanmar, 
Sri Lanka, South Sudan and Ukraine. The Council 
also mandated the submission of regular OHCHR 
reports on the human rights situation in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo at each session in 2017. 
The Council held a special session on the dete-
riorating human rights situation in the Syrian Arab 
Republic and in Aleppo (21 October). The Council 
requested that the Commission of Inquiry take ac-
tion in accordance with its mandate to: conduct a 
comprehensive, independent special inquiry into the 
events in Aleppo; to identify, whenever possible, the 
individuals for whom there are reasonable grounds 
to believe that they are responsible for alleged viola-
tions and abuses of international human rights law; 
and to support efforts to ensure that the perpetrators 
of alleged abuses and violations are held account-
able. Furthermore, following the deterioration of the 
human rights situation in South Sudan, the Council 
held a special session on 14 December, which reaf-
firmed the mandate of the Commission on Human 
Rights in South Sudan.
The Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children undertook research 
on the application of a rights-based approach to 
trafficking in conflict and on relevant global policy 
recommendations and presented a report to States. 
The report raised the visibility of this issue at the in-
ternational level and contributed to discussions that 
took place at the Security Council, in November.

Enhancing equality and countering discrimination
 u Legislation, policies and practices increasingly 

comply with anti-discrimination and equality stand-
ards (EA 4)
Through its Task Force on Accessibility, the HRC 
supported accessibility for persons with disabilities 
to the physical environment and the work of the 
Council. Through advocacy efforts with individual 
delegations that led resolutions on mandating pan-

OHCHR-sponsored consultation to validate Senegal’s plan of action 
to implement Universal Periodic Review recommendations. 
© OHCHR/West Africa
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els, specific language was adopted in four reso-
lutions in order to make all panels accessible to 
persons with disabilities in 2017, including through 
captioning in English, international sign interpre-
tation, webcasts and the printing of documents in 
Braille, on demand. This will ensure that the corre-
sponding financial resources will be appropriately 
budgeted for and allocated. A number of other 
resources, communication and information materi-
als are also accessible to persons with disabilities, 
including the HRC webpage; the Council’s extranet 
page, which contains tabled draft resolutions, vot-
ing results and oral statements in accessible for-
mats; and documents related to the application 
process for special procedures mandate holders 
and experts of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples.
In relation to the special procedures, the Special 
Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief organ-
ized a conference and public event on freedom of 
religion or belief and sexuality, in June, which helped 
to raise awareness about the need to address issues 
of sexual orientation and gender identity through the 
application of an holistic human rights approach. The 
conference also helped participants to understand 
the resistance, obstacles and conflicts that exist in 
allegedly contradictory and competing human rights 
issues, such as the right to freedom of religion or be-
lief and the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der and intersex persons. Furthermore, the confer-
ence explored a range of initiatives that have been 
undertaken to address discrimination or violence 
committed in the name of religion against those who 
openly express their religious identity or sexuality.

Integrating human rights in development and the 
economic sphere 

 u Global, regional, and national actors increasingly 
integrate international human rights principles and 
standards, including the right to development, into 
their development, finance, trade and investment 
policies (EA 10)
Following the conclusion of detailed research, the 
Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slav-
ery, including its causes and consequences submit-
ted a report (A/HRC/33/46), containing recommenda-
tions for States on how to eradicate debt bondage, 
therefore contributing to an increased awareness 
and understanding about the issue for the interna-
tional community, States and civil society actors. The 
Independent Expert on the effects of foreign debt 
and other related international financial obligations 
of States on the full enjoyment of all human rights, 
particularly economic, social and cultural rights, ad-
vocated for the human rights-compliant implementa-
tion of austerity measures and economic reform pro-
grammes. In discussions with representatives from 
the European Commission, the Rapporteur high-
lighted the need to undertake human rights impact 
assessments and enhance consultations with social 
partners and civil society before imposing lending 
conditionalities undermining the enjoyment of hu-
man rights. In his latest report (A/HRC/32/40), the 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
argues that the power imbalances, protection-
ism and national interests that influence the global 
economy have resulted in trade systems that ex-
acerbate the precarious situations of low-wage mi-
grant workers and directly infringe upon their human 
rights. The Rapporteur recommends that facilitated 

Forum on Business and Human Rights

The 2016 Forum on Business and Human Rights, held 

in Geneva from 14 to 16 November 2016, was devoted 

to the theme of “Leadership and Leverage: Embedding 

human rights in the rules and relationships that drive 

the global economy.” The Forum brought together 

more than 2,000 participants from 140 countries and 

was organized around a three-day programme of three 

plenary sessions and 64 thematic panels. Discussion 

explored how companies can contribute to the Sus-

tainable Development Goals and examined three main 

areas: State leadership and leverage; business leader-

ship and leverage; and the role of financial institutions. 

The Forum saw an increase in the proportional repre-

sentation of business (24 per cent compared to 22 per 

cent in 2015), and an increase in the representation 

of other main stakeholder groups, including: NGOs 

(30  per cent), governments (14 per cent), academics 

(12  per cent) and international organizations (7 per 

cent). According to feedback received from the differ-

ent stakeholder groups, the 2016 Forum surpassed that 

of previous years as a result of a more focused pro-

gramme, a higher quality of thematic sessions and a 

greater variety of speakers. The Forum supported the 

development of national action plans to implement the 

UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights 

(with four such plans published in December: Germany, 

Italy, Switzerland and the United States of America); 

facilitated dialogue between community representa-

tives, NGOs, government representatives and inves-

tors who had not met face-to-face at the national level; 

and contributed to connecting civil society leaders with 

business leaders involved in initiatives on responsible 

business. 
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and well-regulated mobility, which is supported by 
comprehensive and robust institutional frameworks, 
is necessary to ensure inclusivity and equity in the 
enjoyment of the benefits of trade for all migrants.

Early warning and protection of human rights in 
situations of conflict, violence and insecurity

 u Increased responsiveness of the international com-
munity to potential, emerging or existing human 
rights crisis situations, with human rights protection 
as an integral element of this response (EA 10)
In a recent report (A/71/384), the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms while countering ter-
rorism addressed the negative impact of counter-
terrorism measures on the human rights of migrants 
and refugees. The report notes that migration poli-
cies that build fences, engage in push-back opera-
tions, criminalize irregular migration and abandon 
international legal commitments related to refugees, 
lead to restricted access to safe territories and an 
increase in covert movements of people, particularly 
by traffickers. The study recommends recognizing 
that the vast majority of people fleeing Syria and 
other affected regions are victims of terrorism and 
should not be stigmatized as potential terrorists. 

Global Management Outputs

A gender perspective is effectively integrated into 
all OHCHR policies, programmes and relevant 
processes (GMO 3)

 u OHCHR continued to organize meetings with the 
main sponsors of HRC panel discussions in order to 
ensure a gender and geographical balance in the 
composition of the panels.

 u Gender-related statistics were prepared and 
shared with the President of the Council and mem-
bers of the Consultative Group in order to sensitize 
them to the gender and geographic distribution of 
current mandate holders during the selection and 
appointment process of new mandate holders. 
In 2016, the Consultative Group worked on filling 
22 vacancies, which provided them with an oppor-
tunity to improve the gender distribution of man-
date holders. As of the end of 2016, 41 per cent of 
mandate holders were women compared to 37 per 
cent in 2015. 

 u The number of women delegates participating in 
sessions of the Council, supported by the Voluntary 
Technical Assistance Trust Fund to Support the Par-
ticipation of Least Developed Countries and Small 
Island Developing States in the work of the Human 
Rights Council, increased from three in 2014 to 13 
in 2016. 

 u In the context of the UPR briefings facilitated by the 
Office, while the importance of providing gender 
disaggregated data is always highlighted, refer-
ences to women’s rights and gender in the national 
reports remain uneven. This fact contributed to an 
increasing number of gender-related recommen-
dations that were put forward during the Working 
Group’s review and the interactive dialogue. 

 u OHCHR prepared a checklist on integrating gender 
in the UPR process, which identifies concrete and 
practical actions that need to be taken and issues 
that need to be considered throughout the pro-
cess. The checklist is addressed to the Secretariat, 
States under review and States taking part in the 
interactive dialogue. It is also included in the hand-
book on integrating a gender perspective in the 
work of the United Nations human rights mecha-
nisms, which is to be published in the near future. 

Increased effectiveness in supporting human rights 
mechanisms (GMO 4)

 u In 2016, OHCHR assisted the Human Rights Coun-
cil to hold its three regular sessions and two spe-
cial sessions. A total of 159 fully serviced meetings 
were organized, prepared and followed-up on by 
OHCHR, representing a 40 per cent increase over 
the number of meetings held in 2010. Furthermore, 
OHCHR serviced an unprecedented total of 57 in-

A new e-learning tool to enhance 
the participation of Least Developed 
Countries and Small Island Developing 
States in human rights activities 

In June, in parallel to the Council’s thirty-second session, 

the Secretariat of the Voluntary Technical Assistance 

Trust Fund to Support the Participation of Least Devel-

oped Countries (LDCs) and Small Island Developing 

States (SIDS) in the work of the Human Rights Council 

developed and launched an e-Learning tool on the Hu-

man Rights Council and its mechanisms. 

This is the first (free) online training tool on the Human 

Rights Council that was designed for LDCs/SIDS govern-

ment officials, but it can also be used by any government 

official in charge of human rights issues. The e-Learning 

tool can also be useful for UN staff based in the field and 

at headquarters, staff members of regional and interna-

tional organizations/groups, representatives of NGOs 

and civil society organizations, members of national hu-

man rights institutions and interns who would like to fa-

miliarize themselves with the work of the Human Rights 

Council and its mechanisms. 

The e-Learning tool is available at www.ohchr.org/sidsldc
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teractive dialogues and 21 panels on a wide array 
of topics.

 u Progress was achieved in enhancing the visibility 
of the Council through various online tools and in-
formation technologies. The management of the 
Human Rights Council’s social media accounts on 
Facebook, Twitter and Flickr effectively commu-
nicated and disseminated information about HRC 
activities, as evidenced by a significant increase in 
the number of followers on these platforms (i.e., an 
increase of 40,000 likes on Facebook and an ad-
ditional 32,000 followers on Twitter). Moreover, five 
YouTube videos were produced on: the 10th anni-
versary of the Council; the conclusion of the sec-
ond cycle of the UPR; the report of the Commission 
of Inquiry on Syria regarding ISIS crimes against 
Yazidis; the Olympic ideal and human rights; and 
the experience of HRC delegates at the screening 
of a virtual reality humanitarian film. 

 u OHCHR provided support to mandate holders in is-
suing 322 press releases, 42 media statements and 
97 media advisories in order to raise awareness 
and express their concerns over a wide array of 
issues related to their mandates. OHCHR assisted 
the Coordination Committee of the Special Proce-
dures to issue six press releases and public state-
ments on: concerns regarding the financial crisis of 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights; 
the attempt of some countries to retroactively block 
the creation of the mandate of an Independent Ex-
pert designed to tackle violence and discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity; 
Human Rights Day 2016; and the human rights situ-
ation in South Sudan. 

 u OHCHR convened the Coordination Committee 
of the Special Procedures in two annual meet-
ings, in New York (2-6 November) and Geneva 
(12-16 December), respectively. At the meetings, the 

Committee met with several UN entities and civil 
society organizations in order to find ways to im-
prove cooperation. 

 u In 2016, OHCHR provided substantive and logisti-
cal support to the 96 country visits undertaken by 
mandate holders to 65 States and territories. The 
Office also assisted in the drafting and submission 
of 526 communications to States and 134 reports to 
the HRC and 39 reports to the General Assembly. 
The Office also organized two major annual fora in 
2016: the 9th session of the Forum on Minority Is-
sues and the 5th Forum on Business and Human 
Rights. 

 u In 2016, with the financial support of the Voluntary 
Fund for Participation in the Universal Periodic Re-
view, which is administered by OHCHR, 29 dele-
gates representing 20 countries participated in the 
UPR sessions and the adoption of HRC outcome 
documents.

Increased effectiveness in supporting field 
operations (GMO 5)

 u In 2016, a total of 96 country visits were undertaken 
by special procedures mandate holders, many of 
which took place with the logistical and substantive 
support of OHCHR field presences.

 u Through the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Fi-
nancial and Technical Assistance for the Implemen-
tation of the Universal Periodic Review, a total of 24 
projects in the field were funded to support States in: 
establishing and/or strengthening inter-institutional 
bodies to coordinate follow-up to recommendations 
issued by the international human rights mecha-
nisms; mainstreaming those recommendations into 
national human rights action plans; implementing 
key priority human rights recommendations; and 
providing support in the context of the United Na-
tions Development Assistance Frameworks.

The Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights meets with people living in poverty areas during his official visit to Mauritania, 
May 2016. © OHCHR/Mauritania
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Human Rights Council – Outcomes of sessions held in 2016

31st session (29 February – 24 March)

The Council adopted resolutions, decisions and President’s statements on the following subjects:

 u The integrity of the judicial system; the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terror-

ism: the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms 

while countering terrorism; the question of the realization in all countries of economic, social and cultural rights; the rights 

of persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies; the rights of the child: information and 

communication technologies and child sexual exploitation; human rights and the environment; adequate housing as a 

component of the right to an adequate standard of living, and the right to non-discrimination in this context; the right to 

food; the effects of foreign debt and other related international financial obligations of States on the full enjoyment of 

all human rights, particularly economic, social and cultural rights; the promotion of the enjoyment of the cultural rights of 

everyone and respect for cultural diversity; the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic 

minorities; the role of good governance in the promotion and protection of human rights; the right to work; freedom of 

religion or belief; human rights education and training; the negative impact of the non-repatriation of funds of illicit origin 

to the countries of origin on the enjoyment of human rights, and the importance of improving international cooperation; 

promoting human rights through sport and the Olympic ideal; the effects of terrorism on the enjoyment of all human 

rights; torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment: safeguards to prevent torture during po-

lice custody and pretrial detention; protecting human rights defenders, whether individuals, groups or organs of society, 

addressing economic, social and cultural rights; the promotion and protection of human rights in the context of peaceful 

protests; and composition of staff of OHCHR.

 u Commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the Declaration on the Right to Development; high-level panel on the occa-

sion of the 10th anniversary of the Human Rights Council; commencement of the third cycle of the Universal Periodic Re-

view; and combating intolerance, negative stereotyping and stigmatization of and discrimination, incitement to violence 

and violence against persons based on religion or belief.

 u The human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic; the situation of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea; the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran; the situation of human rights in South Sudan; the situa-

tion of human rights in Myanmar; the situation of human rights in Haiti; human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan; the right 

of the Palestinian people to self-determination; the human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 

East Jerusalem; ensuring accountability and justice for all violations of international law in the Occupied Palestinian Ter-

ritory, including East Jerusalem; Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and 

in the occupied Syrian Golan; technical assistance and capacity-building to improve human rights in Libya; technical as-

sistance and capacity-building for Mali in the field of human rights; and strengthening technical cooperation and advisory 

services for Guinea. 

 u Outcomes of the Universal Periodic Review in relation to Australia, Austria, Georgia, Lebanon, Mauritania, Micronesia 

(Federated States of), Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, Oman, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia and Sao Tomé and 

Principe.

32nd session (13 June – 1 July)

The Council adopted resolutions, decisions and President’s statements on the following subjects:

 u Youth and human rights; protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity; 

trafficking in persons, especially women and children: protecting victims of trafficking and people at risk of trafficking, 

especially women and children in conflict and post-conflict situations; the elimination of discrimination against women; the 

human rights and arbitrary deprivation of nationality; the enhancement of international cooperation in the field of human 

rights; the right to a nationality: women’s equal nationality rights in law and in practice; the mandate of the Special Rap-

porteur on the right to food; human rights and international solidarity; business and human rights: improving accountability 

and access to remedy; the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced persons; the 

impact of arms transfers on human rights; the promotion, protection and enjoyment of human rights on the Internet; the 

protection of the human rights of migrants: strengthening the promotion and protection of the human rights of migrants, 

including in large movements; access to medicines in the context of the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the high-

est attainable standard of physical and mental health; promoting the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard of physical and mental health through enhancing capacity-building in public health; mental health and 

human rights; accelerating efforts to eliminate violence against women: preventing and responding to violence against 

women and girls, including indigenous women and girls; realizing the equal enjoyment of the right to education by every 

girl; the elimination of female genital mutilation; the right to education; protection of the family: the role of the family in 

supporting the protection and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities; civil society space; the rights to 

freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; human rights and climate change; and regional arrangements for the 

promotion and protection of human rights.
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 u Addressing the impact of multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and violence in the context of racism, racial dis-

crimination, xenophobia and related intolerance on the full enjoyment of all human rights by women and girls; the Social 

Forum; and the Declaration on the Right to Peace. 

 u The situation of human rights in Eritrea; the human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic; the situation of human 

rights in Belarus; co-operation and assistance to Ukraine in the field of human rights; and capacity-building and technical 

co-operation with Côte d’Ivoire in the field of human rights.

 u Outcomes of the Universal Periodic Review in relation to Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Latvia, Mozambique, Namibia, the 

Niger, Palau, Paraguay, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Islands and Somalia.

33rd session (13 – 30 September)

The Council adopted resolutions, decisions and President’s statements on the following subjects:

 u The Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences; the safety of journal-

ists; the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order; the use of mercenaries as a means of violating 

human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination; the human rights of older persons; 

the role of prevention in the promotion and protection of human rights; unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents 

and human rights; local government and human rights; the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 

standard of physical and mental health; the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation; preventable mortality and 

morbidity of children under 5 years of age as a human rights concern; human rights and indigenous peoples; the mandate 

of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples; the right to development; preventable maternal mortality 

and morbidity and human rights; human rights and transitional justice; cultural rights and the protection of cultural herit-

age; the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering terrorism; equal participation in political 

and public affairs; and arbitrary detention.

 u The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; national institutions for the promotion and protection of hu-

man rights; and reports of the Advisory Committee.

 u The human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic; the situation of human rights in Burundi; technical assistance and 

capacity-building for Yemen in the field of human rights; assistance to Somalia in the field of human rights; technical as-

sistance and capacity-building to improve human rights in the Sudan; technical assistance and capacity-building in the 

field of human rights in the Central African Republic; technical assistance and capacity-building for human rights in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo; and enhancement of technical cooperation and capacity-building in the field of hu-

man rights.

 u Outcomes of the Universal Periodic Review in relation to Antigua and Barbuda, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Papua New 

Guinea, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, the Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Trinidad and 

Tobago and the United Republic of Tanzania. 

25th special session (21 October)

 u The Council adopted a resolution on the deteriorating situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic and the re-

cent situation in Aleppo.

26th special session (14 December)

 u The Council adopted a resolution on the situation of human rights in South Sudan.
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Special Procedures Mandate Holders 2016

Mandate Established Mandate-holder

Country mandates

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
Belarus

2012 Mr. Miklós Haraszti (Hungary) since October 2012

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
Cambodia

1993 Ms. Rhona Smith (United Kingdom) since May 2015

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in 
Central African Republic

2013 Ms. Marie-Therese Keita Bocoum (Côte d'Ivoire) since 
January 2014 

Independent Expert on capacity-building and technical 
cooperation with Côte d’Ivoire in the field of human rights

2014 Mr. Mohammed Ayat (Morocco) since December 2014

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
Eritrea

2012 Ms. Sheila B. Keetharuth (Mauritius) since October 2012

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

2004 Mr. Tomás Ojea Quintana (Argentina) since August 2016

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Haiti 1995 Mr. Gustavo Gallón (Colombia) since May 2013

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Islamic Republic of Iran

2011 Ms. Asma Jahangir (Pakistan) since October 2016

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali 2013 Mr. Suliman Baldo (Sudan) since October 2013

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 
Myanmar

1992 Ms. Yanghee Lee (Republic of Korea) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967

1993 Mr. Michael Lynk (Canada) since June 2016

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in 
Somalia 

1993 Mr. Bahame Nyanduga (United Republic of Tanzania) since 
June 2014

Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in the 
Sudan

2005 (SR) 
2009 (IE)

Mr. Aristide Nononsi (Benin) since December 2014

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the 
Syrian Arab Republic

2012 Mr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro (Brazil) will start once the mandate 
of the commission of inquiry ends

Thematic mandates

Working Group of experts on people of African descent 2002 Mr. Ahmed Reid (Jamaica) since November 2015 

Mr. Michal Balcerzak (Poland) since December 2014

Mr. Ricardo III Sunga (the Philippines) since December 2014

Ms. Mireille Fanon- Mendes-France (France) since May 2011

Mr. Sabelo Gumedze (South Africa) since August 2014

Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights by 
persons with albinism

2015 Ms. Ikponwosa Ero (Nigeria) since August 2015

Working Group on arbitrary detention 1991 Mr. Sètondji Roland Jean-Baptiste Adjovi (Benin) since 
June 2014

Mr. Seong-Phil Hong (Republic of Korea) since August 2014

Mr. Vladimir Tochilovsky (Ukraine) since May 2010 

Ms. Leigh Toomey (Australia) since August 2015

Mr. José Guevara (Mexico) since June 2014

Working Group on transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises

2011 Mr. Surya Deva (India) since April 2016

Mr. Michael K. Addo (Ghana) since November 2011

Mr. Pavel Sulyandziga (Russian Federation) since 
November 2011

Mr. Dante Pesce (Chile) since May 2015

Ms. Anita Ramasastry (USA) since November 2016

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 2009 Ms. Karima Bennoune (USA) since November 2015

Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities 2014 Ms. Catalina Devandas Aguilar (Costa Rica) since December 
2014

 �  
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Mandate Established Mandate-holder

Working Group on enforced or involuntary disappearances 1980 Mr. Bernard Duhaime (Canada) since December 2014

Ms. Houria Es Slami (Morocco) since June 2014

Mr. Ariel Dulitzky (Argentina/USA) since August 2010

Mr. Henrikas Mickevičius (Lithuania) since November 2015

Mr. Tae-Ung Baik (Republic of Korea) since August 2015

Special Rapporteur on the right to development 2016 To be appointed at the 34th session of the Human Rights 
Council

Special Rapporteur on the right to education 1998 Ms. Boly Barry Koumbou (Burkina Faso) since August 2016

Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights obligations 
relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and 
sustainable environment

2012 Mr. John Knox (USA) since August 2012

Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions

1982 Ms. Agnes Callamard (France) since August 2016

Special Rapporteur on the right to food 2000 Ms. Hilal Elver (Turkey) since June 2014

Independent Expert on foreign debt and other related 
international financial obligations of States on the full 
enjoyment of human rights, particularly economic, social and 
cultural rights

2000 Mr. Juan Bohoslavsky (Argentina) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the 
right to freedom of opinion and expression

1993 Mr. David Kaye (USA) since August 2014

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association

2010 Mr. Maina Kiai (Kenya) since May 2011

Special Rapporteur on the human rights obligations related 
to environmentally sound management and disposal of 
hazardous substances and wastes

1995 Mr. Baskut Tuncak (Turkey) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the 
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and 
mental health

2002 Mr. Dainius Pūras (Lithuania) since August 2014

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component 
of the right to an adequate standard of living, and on the 
right to non-discrimination in this context

2000 Ms. Leilani Farha (Canada) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights 
defenders

2000 Mr. Michel Forst (France) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers

1994 Mr. Diego García- Sayán (Peru) since December 2016

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples

2001 Ms. Victoria Lucia Tauli-Corpuz (Philippines) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally 
displaced persons

2004 Ms. Cecilia Jimenez (Philippines) since November 2016

Independent expert on the promotion of a democratic and 
equitable international order

2011 Mr. Alfred de Zayas (USA) since May 2012

Independent Expert on human rights and international 
solidarity

2005 Ms. Virginia Dandan (Philippines) since August 2011

Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of 
violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right 
of peoples to self-determination 

2005 Mr. Anton Katz (South Africa), Chair-Rapporteur, since August 
2011 

Mr. Saeed Mokbil (Yemen) since June 2014

Ms. Patricia Arias (Chile) since August 2011

Ms. Elzbieta Karska (Poland) since August 2011

Mr. Gabor Rona (USA/Hungary) since August 2011

Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 1999 Mr. François Crépeau (Canada) since August 2011

Special Rapporteur on minority issues 2005 Ms. Rita Izsak (Hungary) since August 2011
 �  
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Mandate Established Mandate-holder

Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by 
older persons

2013 Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte (Chile) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights 1998 Mr. Philip Alston (Australia) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the right to privacy 2015 Mr. Joseph Cannataci (Malta) since July 2015

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance 

1993 Mr. Mutuma Ruteere (Kenya) since November 2011

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief 1986 Mr. Ahmed Shaheed (Maldives) since November 2016

Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography 

1990 Ms. Maud De Boer-Buquicchio (the Netherlands) since June 
2014

Independent Expert on protection against violence and 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity

2016 Mr. Vitit Muntarbhorn (Thailand) since November 2016

Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, 
including its causes and consequences

2007 Ms. Urmila Bhoola (South Africa) since June 2014

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering 
terrorism

2005 Mr. Ben Emmerson (United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland) since August 2011

Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment 

1985 Mr. Nils Melzer (Switzerland) since November 2016

Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children 

2004 Ms. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro (Italy) since August 2014

Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, 
reparation and guarantees on non-recurrence

2011 Mr. Pablo De Greiff (Colombia) since May 2012

Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of the unilateral 
coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights

2014 Mr. Idriss Jazairy (Algeria) since May 2015

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes 
and consequences

1994 Ms. Dubravka Šimonovic (Croatia) since August 2015

Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking 
water and sanitation

2008 Mr. Léo Heller (Brazil) since December 2014

Working Group on the issue of discrimination against 
women in law and in practice

2010 Ms. Kamala Chandrakirana (Indonesia) since May 2011

Ms. Emna Aouij (Tunisia) since May 2011

Ms. Alda Facio (Costa Rica) since June 2014

Ms. Frances Raday (Israel/United Kingdom) since May 2011

Ms. Eleonora Zielinska (Poland) since May 2011


