

Monsur Ahmed Choudhuri (Bangladesh)

Date and place of birth: 15 November 1949, Sylhet, Bangladesh

Working languages: Bangla, English and Hindi



Current position/function:

1.
Managing Director, self-governing entity of the Government of Bangladesh promoting an inclusive, barrier-free and rights-based society for persons with disabilities in Bangladesh. Having the responsibility as the Chief Executive Officer of the National Foundation for the Development of Disabled Persons. In accordance with article 3 (umo) of association of the Foundation, has been Member Secretary of the Governing Body and the General Body of the National Foundation since 15 March 2008.

2.
Member of the National Coordination Committee under the Disability Welfare Act, 2001, Bangladesh, since 2001.

3.
Member of the Executive Board, National Social Welfare Council, Bangladesh, since 15 March 2008.



Main professional activities:


•
Founder, Trustee and Director of the IMPACT Foundation Bangladesh, an organization for the prevention of avoidable disability through innovative accessible services; principal architect of a floating modern hospital called Jibon Tori to provide medical services to the communities living at water’s edge of Bangladesh, 1 December 1993 to 14 March 2008.


•
Founder of the Bangladesh Visually Impaired Persons’ Society, a self-help initiative of visually impaired persons for a rights-based, barrier-free society.


•
Chairman of the Centre for Services and Information on Disability: involved comprehensively with development and management of community-based rehabilitation programmes targeting inclusive education and livelihood management facilitation promoting self-help groups of persons with disabilities in the districts of Barisal, Dhaka and Sylhet since 1998 up to 9 March 2008.


•
Chairman of the Centre for Disability and Development: provided guidance in establishing a country-wide community-based rehabilitation programme following an innovative approach, “Community Approaches to Handicap in Development”, from 1996 to 9 March 2008.


•
Provided leadership, direction and advice in mobilizing collective social movement for establishing equal opportunities and full participation in the lives of citizens with disabilities of Bangladesh by enacting requisite law.


•
Provided active support and cooperation in promoting a network of non‑governmental organizations working on the issues of disability and development in Bangladesh by establishing the National Forum of Organizations Working with the Disabled (NFOWD) as the national apex coordinating body.


•
Contributed actively to the National Foundation for the Development of Disabled Persons from its initial conceptual framework, management over the years and, most recently, in its restructuring and revised strategic directions as Managing Director.


•
Actively participated in different national, regional and international seminars, conferences on disability and advocated the legitimate rights and opportunities of persons with disabilities.


•
Contributed to creating a positive attitude towards the disability issue by writing articles and papers for various national and international conferences.


•
Provided professional leadership, direction, guidance and management in organizing three international disability meetings in Dhaka, as the Chairperson of the four respective organizing committees, namely: the second Regional Conference of the South Asian Network on Community-Based Rehabilitation (4-6 December, 1997), the Regional Symposium on Disability (9-11 December 2003), the second Asian Conference of Deaf-blind International (29‑31 January 2006) and the Organizing Committee of the third General Assembly and Conference of the Asia Pacific Disability Forum (APDF), held from 27-29 February 2008 and organized by APDF and NFOWD, in association with the Ministry of Social Welfare of the Government of Bangladesh.



Educational background:


•
Master of Arts in Public Administration (as the first visually impaired student), University of Dhaka, 1974


•
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Political Science, University of Dhaka, 1972.



Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty 
body concerned: 


•
Participated as a technical expert of the Government of Bangladesh delegation at the eighth and final session of the Ad Hoc Committee to draft the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, at the United Nations from 15 to 25 August 2006.


•
Actively contributed to drafting the Disability Welfare Act 2001 as former Chairman of the Policy and Legislation Committee of NFOWD.


•
Actively contributed to drafting position papers with proposals from the Government of Bangladesh for consideration by the Ad Hoc Committee to draft the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in July 2006.


•
Actively contributed to drafting the proposal for restructuring the National Foundation for the Development of Disabled Persons, known in Bengali as the Jatiyo Protibondhi Unnayan Foundation, from June to October 2007.



List of most recent publications in the field:


•
Keynote address at the third General Assembly and Conference of the Asia Pacific Disability Forum, held in Dhaka from 27 to 29 February 2008.


•
Louis Braille Memorial Lecture, a vision for an extensive programme to be initiated by the Government of Bangladesh for the comprehensive educational development of persons with visual impairments in Bangladesh, 20 March 2007, Dhaka.


•
Influencing the Government — Advocacy and Campaigning for Deaf-blind People, a paper presented at the second Asian Conference of Deaf-blind International, January 2006, Dhaka.


•
Situation Analysis and Assessment of Education for Children with Disabilities in Bangladesh, South Asia, East Asia and South Africa, Commissioned by the Overseas Development Group, University of East Anglia, United Kingdom, in 2005.


•
An Alternative Eye: A Study on the Situation and Prospect of the Use of Computer and Appropriate Software for Persons with Visual Impairment, Commissioned by the Peace Corps — Fredskopset, Norway, in 2003.
