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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
GENEVA

No. 159/05

The Permanent Mission of the Republic ‘of Crostia o the United Nations Office in Geneva
presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Humin
Rights and has the honour to submit the Note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

Republic of Croatia regarding the resolution of the Commission on Human Rights 2003/45 on
violence against women.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Croatia avails itself of this opportunity to renew to

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of ts
highest consideration.

Geneva, 14 December 2005
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QPP  REPUBLIC OF CROATIA
MINISTRY OF FORFIGN AFFAIRS AND EUROPEAN
INTEGRATION
DIRECTORATE FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
AND SECURITY
DEPARTMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS
Trg N. 5. Zrinskog 7-8, 10000 Zagreb,
Tel: 4569993, Fax: 4597416,
F-mait: (judska.prava@mvp.hr

Na. 6610/05

e Ministry of Foreign Affaixs and European Integration of the Republic of Croatin presents
its compliments to the Office of thie United Nations High Commissionor for Humun Righte.

‘ and pursuant to the Commission on Ifuman Rights resolution 2003/45. on violunue against
women has the honour to provide information as follows:

Pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, the Convention vn
Flimioation of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Family Act, the Law on the
Protection ngainst Family Violeace. the Act on Gender Equality. the Misdemeanour Act, and
the Nationa! Policy for the Promotion of Gender Equality with the implementation
programme of the national policy for pender cquality promotion in the Republic of Croatia
trom 2001 to 2005, the Republic of Croatia is attaching greal importance to climinating
violence against women. Therefore, within the leglalative and executive branches in Croatia.
the Committee on Gender Equality of tha Croatisn Pacliament, the OfTice lor Gender Cquality
of the Giovernment of the Republic of Croatia, the Commissions for Gender Equality ar
County governments, and the institution of Ombudsman for gender cquality, have been
sysiumutivally organised with a8 view to proteeting women victims ayginst ll lorms of
violence, .

One of the key activities of the Ministry for Pamily, Veterans' Affairs and Inter-gencrativn
: Solidarity is the development of the National Strategy for Protection ugainxt Domesiic
Vialence for the period 2005 - 2007, aimed at improving the quality of lile of women and
' . children victims of violence and to geacrally impryve protection against domestic violance,
was adopted by the Government of the Republic of Croatia in 2004, '
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A specivl value of the National Strategy for Protection against Domestie Violence is being
reflected in its introducing the obligation of investigating, preventing and processing all kinds
of domestic violence by all the competent bodies, as woll as in preventive uclivities.
providing assistance mpd information on domestic violence issucs pursuant to recently
adopted Recommendation 1681 (2004) of the Comumitiee of Ministers for declaring the vear
2006 ax the of Year of the Campaign to Combat Domexstic Violence against Women, ensuring
i systematic and carefully planned struggle against domestic violence and u contribution to
the realization of the policy of peader equality, as well as cooperation of NGO acting within
their programmes with a view to protecting the victims of violence. and government bodies in
preparing the National Strategy. :

Bearing in mind that domestic violence is discrimination and that i( is women wha are most
olten victims of domestic violence, and that its is peccssary Lo provide protection [or al) the
victims of domestic violence regardless of gender, thc National Strategy contains a towl of 27
lang-torm and short-term measures. Pursusnt to the deadlines sct, scveral measures have been
realiscd: the Analysis of laws created to sanction family violence has been completed (which
ineludes criminal amd misdemeanowr legislation in the Republic of Croatiu) and will be
released on the Ministry's website 1o make it accessible to the widest audichec: the Proposul
uf Ameridmants 1o the Law on the Protection ugainst Domestic Vialencs hus heen prepared:
the Anedpxis of Shelters for Women and Children - Viciims af Domextic Violance in 1the
Republic of Croatla hes been propared and on the basis of this analysis the proposal of the
measures for improving the status of current und setting up new shelters will be prepared; the
Drutt Rulex of Procedure on Meeling the Requirements Jor Extablishing wil Operating
Sheliers for Women and Chlldren — Viciims of Domestic Violence hve been completed.
taking uccount of the mumber snd education ot professional staff as well as of users' number.
needs and interests.

‘The Ministry for Family, Veterans' Affairs and Inter-generation Solidarity published 7he
Adelress Book of all Institutions, - Organizations and other Insfitutions which proviee
ensvisiamce, supporl and protection lo viclimy of Domestic Violence. The Address bouk
contains addresses and telephone numbers of organizations and institutions in the Republic of
(‘roatia where victims of family violence cun ssek advice or uther form of ussistunce. As 2
particularly important measure. the Proracol un Proceedings in Cuses of Fumily Violenee has
heen udopred comtaining the legally accepted definition of violence, the duties of tic
authoritics in charge and other factors involved in its prevention. identification and
climination, as well as the forms, methods and . contents of cooperation. udopted by the
(mvernment of the Republic of Croatia on September 2005.

Dne ol important obligations defined by the Natiooal Strategy. which is heing fully
implcmented in voisdemeanour procedures, is labelling all judicial files dealing with famiby
ns wrgenl in order to give priority to all the files connected with domcstic violence. and to
ensure 0 prompt judicial proceedings in cases of domestic violence.

In acldirion to the acfivitics realized so far, there are others in progress. i.e. the ancrlyvyix of the
sttus and edwyeation of employees in the police. courts, social welfure cenires. hospitels,
primury health care institutions, pre-school, primary schuol ane high-school institutions,
mstlantons of highar educotion und media on domesite violence issues (raking partleular
ceenunt of research and aducation conducted by the ubove-mentloned hodies) is heing
preparcd and on the basis of the information collected and the analysis completed, the
prepacation of rhe program will continue, concerning rhe systematic education of all persons
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iworking on the Implementation of lawy creared 1o sanclion dumestic vislence and of other

{ persony providing services and support in cases of domestic violence arel those responsible
for disseminating information and raiving public awareness of domustic violence ixsuey
Prepared programs for education will enabie systeraatic education of cmiployees. which is one
ol the long-term measures of the National Strategy. The informative leaflet intanded jor the
victima of violence, containing the obligations of particular bodies in cuses of domestic
vinlence. will be published with a view to informing victims abowt the possibililics of
protection. The preparation of the program of psyehnsacial treatmem of domesric violence
perpeirators and the recommendation for the treatmeni implementarion will hegin, The
implementation of the program will cause changes in the behaviour and the value systun of
porpetrators. Setting up family courts, i.c. family divisions with regulur courts, is expected a3
2 pan ol the ongeing justice reform.

e of the most important activities is dcclaring 22 September as the National ey o7
vombating violence agains! women, in memory of the day on which thrue women were
murdercd (22 September 1999) at the Municipal Court in Zagreb. The international day of

. climination of violepce against women, 25 November, is also being marked in Croatia every
vear. :

I'ie Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integrauion of the Republic of Croatia avails
itsell ol this upportunity to rencw to the Office of the United Nations Lligh Commissloner lor
[luman Rights the assurances of its highest consideration. 2.6




