
Request of OHCHR to provide views and information for the preparation of a thematic study on preventable maternal mortality and human rights.
a) identification of the human rights dimensions of preventable maternal mortality and morbidity in the existing international legal framework.
b) an overview of initiatives and activities within the United Nations system to address all causes of preventable maternal mortality and morbidity
Please refer to the attached „Policy Paper on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, Population Dynamics“ as well as the „BMZ Special on Health and Human Rights“, outlining the policies and best practices of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development.
c) identification of how the Council can add value to existing initiatives through a human rights analysis, including efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals on improving maternal health

The thematic study should, in the context of the existing mechanisms established by the Human Rights Council, explore the following options.
Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
The UPR mechanism is a State-driven process. All reviewed States have to provide every four years information to the Human Rights Council in which they declare in a concise manner what actions they have taken to improve the human rights situations in their countries and to fulfil their human rights obligations. States can provide this information in a short national report according to general guidelines adopted by the Council. To ensure that all States report evenly, the UPR guidelines expect States to take the UN Charta and the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR) into account, and all the treaties the State has ratified.

The UPR principles do not oblige States to give detailed information on the achievement of specific rights, such as the right to the highest standard of physical and mental health. They do however foresee that a gender perspective is fully integrated in the UPR. While the UDHR and all human rights treaties have articles on equality between men and women, States appear to report unevenly on this issue. Therefore, the Human Rights Council has recently discussed whether State reports could or should include a specific section on gender issues.
 If this option is adopted, maternal health issues, in view of their close links with the achievement of gender equality, could be dealt with in this section. 
Even if no specific section on gender is included in the State report, the human rights dimensions of preventable maternal mortality and morbidity could be considered both in the consultation process at national level and in the dialogue conducted between the reviewed State and the UPR Working Group in charge of the review. To this extent OHCHR could, in its thematic study, identify how and which guidance can be given to States, particularly in countries with high maternal mortality, and to the UPR Working Group to ensure attention to these issues. Such guidance could include the following aspects:

· How to review national legislation with regard to maternal health?
· How to consult with stakeholders on maternal health and human rights, including civil society organisations, national human rights institutions and women’s rights organisations?
· How to analyse information contained in the concluding observations of the treaty bodies (particularly in the ICCPR, ICESCR, CEDAW, and CRC) with regard to maternal mortality?
Human Rights Council Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committee provides the Council with expertise and advice on thematic issues. The thematic study should explore if and how the Advisory Committee could give more importance to efforts to link human rights and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal on maternal health. Such initiatives could for example include:
· Initiating research work on good practices addressing causes and human rights dimensions of maternal mortality and morbidity,
· Encouraging consultations and enhanced cooperation between UN bodies and UN special agencies and programmes on how to address the human rights dimensions of maternal mortality and morbidity.
Special Procedures

Special Procedures directly related to maternal health include foremost the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. Substantive work on maternal mortality and morbidity in the context of the right to health has been done by the former Special Rapporteur, Paul Hunt. In view of the importance of several human rights for maternal health, the thematic study could identify how other Special Rapporteurs, for example on the right to education, on violence against women, its causes and consequences, and on the question of human rights and extreme poverty could address maternal mortality and morbidity within their mandates. As one way to underline the interrelatedness of these rights, the study could also explore the option of encouraging joint initiatives (e.g. joint missions or thematic panel discussions) of Special Rapporteurs, particularly in those regions with high maternal mortality and morbidity.
d) recommended options for better addressing the human rights dimension of preventable mortality and morbidity throughout the United Nations system

In many countries, a major barrier for a better understanding of the human rights dimensions of preventable maternal mortality and morbidity is the lack of data on the access of poor and marginalised women to health information and services. The OHCHR study should therefore explore how UN bodies and UN special agencies and programmes could enhance their efforts and cooperation to support countries in collecting and analysing disaggregated data according to the prohibited grounds of discrimination in international human rights law. Furthermore the OHCHR study could identify ways of enhancing cooperation between UN agencies that have a mandate related to maternal health, such as WHO, UNFPA and UNICEF and between those agencies and the OHCHR. The study could for example identify how in the context of incorporating a human rights-based approach to the UN Development Assistance Framework at country level (for example in the Common Country Assessment procedure), enhanced attention could be given to maternal health and human rights.
� See Human Rights Council Resolution (2007), Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council A/HRC/RES/5/1, � HYPERLINK "http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/5/1" ��http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/5/1� accessed on 23.11.2009


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.upr-info.org/+Human-Rights-Council-discusses+.html" ��http://www.upr-info.org/+Human-Rights-Council-discusses+.html�, accessed on 18.11.2009
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