



       Romania’s response

   

Preventable maternal mortality and morbidity and human rights
Technical guidance in this field is provided through the Order of the Minister of Public Health no. 1524/2009, consisting of a set of clinical guidelines in obstetrics and gynecology. 
According to the above-mentioned Order, each healthcare unit must elaborate therapy protocols according to the recommendations given by special committees within the Ministry of Public Health.
Based on the Government’s Decision no. 1388/2010 and the Joint Order of the Minister of Public Health and the President of the National Health Insurance Office no. 1591/1110/2010, the Ministry of Public Health implements the National Program for woman’s and child’s health. The aim of the national program is to improve access to modern services of family planning through:
· Procurement and distribution of contraceptives, provided free of charge to the following categories of women: the unemployed, schoolgirls and students, members of families receiving social assistance, women residing in rural areas, women in the process of getting an abortion upon request in a public healthcare facility, and other persons without any income;

· Printing and distribution of registration forms and reporting on family planning activities;

· Collaborating with the UN Population Fund regarding the follow-up to the above-mentioned activities, through the introduction of the InterCON IT system to the personnel;
· Adapting the InterCON system to include other products distributed within the National Program;

· Elaborating a reproductive health strategy in cooperation with the World Health Organization and the UN Population Fund.

In the past years, several important public awareness campaigns had been carried out advocating the need for medical examination of all women of a fertile age or wishing a pregnancy in the future. It is considered of utmost importance to identify those women with a high obstetrical risk, conditioned by precarious socio-economic, cultural, medical and biological factors, through pregnancy registration since its beginning. In this context, an important role is played by the community medical assistance network introduced in 2002 and developed later on a national scale. It provides counseling to women of a fertile age or pregnant with respect to consulting a physician, including on a periodic basis throughout the pregnancy.
