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Her Excellency Laura Dupuy Lassere
President of the Human Rights Council 
Welcome Address 

Human Rights Council Plenary Panel discussion on Gender Integration in the work of the Human Rights Council

26 September 2011

Room XX, Palais des Nations
Honorable Representative of the High Commissioner,

Excellences,
Distinguished Panelists,

Esteemed Colleagues,

I am delighted and honored to welcome you to this interactive dialogue on “Promoting gender equality as institutional practice: from policy to action”, an initiative led by the distinguished delegation of Chile, with the support of distinguished co-sponsors, the Human Rights Council, the members of the Bureau, and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

I wish to recall that since the adoption of resolution 6/30 by this Council in 2006, we have explored ways and means to integrate a gender perspective into Special procedures and the Universal Periodic Review successively in 2008 and 2009.  Last year, we held a thematic discussion on “Lessons-learned, shortcomings and future challenges: 2007-2010”. This year, the Council focus is on “Promoting gender equality as an institutional practice: from policy to action”.
In an effort to enhance the interactiveness of panel discussion, the co-sponsors of the initiative, with the support of OHCHR, the format of our panel today will slightly be different, the panellists will not deliver prepared statements, but rather answer to specific questions relating to important aspects of the theme put to them by the Moderator to ensure an interactive dialogue. We encourage delegates as well as national human rights institutions and civil society representatives to also be interactive, by putting our concerns as questions or comments to the speakers, as already outlined in the Guidance Note to delegations member States. The interactive dialogue will be facilitated by a Moderator, Ms Christine Chinkin, Professor of international human rights law at the London School of Economics and expert on gender integration issues. I am confident that Professor Chinkin’s guidance will help the Council to identify practical avenues in addressing gender integration in a more comprehensive and effective manner.
Let me turn my attention to our distinguished panellists. It is now my great pleasure to welcome you to these deliberations:
· Ms Reine Alapini Gansou, Chaiperson of the African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights; 

· Ms Hala Ghosheh, Director of the Gender and Social Fund Jordan;

· Ms Savitri Goonesekere, Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka and Member of the Advisory Committee, International Women's Rights Action Watch Asia Pacific;

· Ms Aparna Mehrotra, Focal Point for Women in the UN System, UN Women; and

· Mr Marcos Nascimento, former Executive Director of Promundo (Brazil) and expert on Gender and Masculinity.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my strong hope that at the end of our discussions, we will come up with concrete proposals in advancing the gender integration process which is progressively permeating all aspects of the United Nations work.

Thank you for your participation in these important deliberations.
