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1. Mandate and Background 
 
In June 2009, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution A/HRC/RES/11/2 
entitled “Accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women”. In 
this resolution, the Council requested the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to organize in 2010 “an expert workshop … to discuss specific 
measures for overcoming obstacles and challenges that States may face in preventing, 
investigating, prosecuting and punishing the perpetrators of violence against women 
and girls, as well as measures for providing protection, support, assistance and 
redress for victims”. 
 
In accordance with this resolution, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights is organizing an expert workshop “open to the participation of Governments, 
regional organizations, relevant United Nations bodies, civil society organizations 
and experts from different legal systems” on 24 and 25 November 2010 to discuss 
obstacles, challenges, good practices and opportunities in eliminating all forms of 
violence against women. 
 
Over the past two decades, violence against women has come to be understood as a 
form of discrimination and a violation of women’s human rights. In its general 
recommendation No. 19 of 1992, the CEDAW committee affirmed that gender-based 
violence is a form of discrimination that seriously inhibits women’s ability to enjoy 
their rights and freedoms, thereby reading gender-based violence into several of the 
treaty’s substantive provisions. In 1993, at the Vienna Conference, the international 
community officially recognized violence against women as a human rights violation. 
The same year, the General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence against Women. These major developments set the stage for the creation in 
1994 of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes 
and consequences by the Commission on Human Rights. 
 
The Beijing Platform for Action, adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women 
in Beijing in 1995, also identified the elimination of violence against women as 
critical to achieving equality, development and peace. 
 
In 2006, the Secretary-General in-depth study on all forms of violence against women 
highlighted the responsibilities of all States to address and prevent violence against 
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women and put forward a blue-print for action by all stakeholders. In 2008, the 
Secretary-General launched a multi-year global campaign called UNiTE to End 
Violence against Women where he is appealing to all partners to join forces to 
eliminate violence against women. 
 
Nevertheless, the 15 year review of the implementation of the Beijing Platform for 
Action confirmed that while violence against women has become a priority issue for 
action at the global, regional and national levels, more needs to be done to implement 
existing obligations and commitments, address persisting challenges and effect real 
change in women’s lives. 
 
In her report (A/HRC/14/22) to the Human Rights Council in June 2010, the Special 
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences confirmed that 
“(t)he current challenge in combating violence against women is the implementation 
of existing human rights standards to ensure that the root causes and consequences of 
violence against women are tackled at all levels from the home to the transnational 
arena. The multiplicity of forms of violence against women as well as the fact that this 
violence frequently occurs at the intersection of different types of discrimination 
makes the adoption of multifaceted strategies to effectively prevent and combat this 
violence a necessity” and that “if we continue to push the boundaries of due diligence 
in demanding the full compliance of States with international law, including to 
address the root causes of violence, against women and to hold non-State actors 
accountable for their acts of violence, then we will move towards a conception of 
human rights that meets our aspirations for a just world free of violence”. 
 
2. Objective and structure of the workshop 
 
In accordance with resolution A/HRC/RES/11/2, the workshop will aim at discussing: 
 

• Specific measures for overcoming obstacles and challenges that States may 
face in preventing, investigating, and prosecuting violence against women, as 
well as punishing the perpetrators of violence against women; 

 
• Measures for providing protection, support, assistance and redress for women 

subjected to violence. 
 
The expert workshop will consist of an opening session, 5 substantive panel sessions 
and a closing session. The substantive panels will be organized around the following 
themes: 
 

1. Challenges, good practices and opportunities in the prevention of violence 
against women; 

2. Challenges, good practices and opportunities in investigating cases of violence 
against women; 

3. Challenges, good practices and opportunities in the protection of women 
subjected to violence 

4. Challenges, good practices and opportunities in the prosecution of violence 
against women and punishment of perpetrators; and 

5. Challenges, good practices and opportunities regarding remedy and reparation 
for women subjected to violence. 
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Time will be allocated for discussion with the panellists after each panel. 
 
Experts from different legal, professional and geographical backgrounds will be 
invited to participate in the workshop to share their views and experiences. Under the 
umbrella of the substantive panels, the workshop aims at addressing key issues such 
as due diligence, data collection, impunity, accountability and discriminatory laws and 
practices.  
 
3. Outcome of the workshop 
 
As requested by the resolution, a summary report of the workshop will be prepared by 
OHCHR and submitted to the Council at its 17th session. 
 
The expert workshop should also provide an opportunity for: 
 

• Contributing to the work of human rights mechanisms, including the Special 
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, by 
providing her with additional insights for her country visits, as well as her 
thematic work; 

 
• Informing OHCHR’s report on good practices in efforts aimed at preventing 

violence against women requested by Council resolution A/HRC/RES/14/12 
of June 2010 and to be presented at the Council’s 17th session. 
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