Coalition Eau Paris le 9 mai 2007
S/c Laurent Chabert d’Hiéres

Eau Vive

4 rue Victor BEAUSSE

93100 MONTREUIL

Madame Louise ARBOUR
Haute Commissaire aux droits de 'homme
Palais Wilson

GENEVE
SUISSE
CHCHR RESISTRY
16 MAY 2007
Madame la Haute Commissaire, Rectplents : ... Mdals
DROTALEAU

La Coalition Eau réunit les ONG frangaises impliquées dans les
problématiques de I'eau au plan national et international, et en particulier
celles qui ceuvrent pour améliorer 'accés a 'eau dans les pays en
développement. En tant que représentant de plus de 50 associations
parties prenantes du secteur de I'eau, nous souhaitons faire connaitre
notre position par rapport aux questions soulevées par le Conseil des
droits de ’homme.

Les ONG de la Coalition Eau considérent que le droit a 'eau et a
I'assainissement est un droit fondamental, un droit de I'homme qu'il
convient de mettre en ceuvre dans les politiques d'accés a cette
ressource vitale. Les ONG rappellent les engagements internationaux
des Etats en faveur de I'accés a I'eau pour tous et regrettent que
malgré ces positions avancées par les représentants des Etats, de
nombreux Etats n'ont pas encore transposé ce droit dans leurs
législations nationales et n'ont pas encore mobilisé les moyens humains
et financiers nécessaires a sa mise en ceuvre universelle. Elles
considérent qu’il faut que ce droit soit rendu effectif a travers des
politiques et législations élaborées avec les citoyens et répondant a
leurs demandes et leurs moyens.



Ce service public essentiel doit étre accessible a tous, y compris
les foyers pauvres, les exclus et tous ceux qui n'ont pas les moyens de
payer le prix du service de 'eau. Un accés a 'eau doit aussi étre assure
rapidement aux populations en situation d'urgence ou victimes de
conflits.

Les ONG de la Coalition Eau souhaitent que le Conseil des droi's
de 'homme contribue a promouvoir I'approche par le droit dans le
secteur de I'eau,. Elles espérent que le rapport de la Haute Commissazire
permettra de clarifier les implications concretes du droit a 'eau et
encouragera les institutions internationales agissant dans le domaine de
l'eau & respecter ce droit fondamental dans toutes leurs interventions.

La Coalition Eau soutient pleinement la position exprimée par le
collectif de 176 associations signataires de I'appel adressé a Madame:
Louise Arbour (P.J.) et tient a souligner que ses membres ont contribué
au plan interne frangais a I'adoption du droit a 'eau dans le cadre de la
loi du 30 décembre 2006 qu'il reste maintenant a mettre en ceuvre.

Veuillez croire, Madame la Haute commissaire, en 'assurance de
notre haute considération.

Pour la Coalition Eau

Laurent Chabert d'Hiéres
Coordinateur

Membres de la Coalition :

CCFD, France Libertés, Amis de la Terre, GRET, WWF France, ACAD, Réseau Foi
et Justice, Green Cross France, Helen Keller international, Secours Catholique-
Caritas France, ADEDE, Eau Vive, Hydraulique sans frontieres, AVSF, Triangle,
ECTI, 4D, CRID, Toilettes du Monde, Ingénieurs sans frontiéres, Acme France,
Solidarité Eau Europe.
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Lettre 3 Mme Louise Arbour, Haute commissaire aux droits de I’homme
Letter to Madame Louise Arbour,

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,

Dear Madame High Commissioner,

We are encouraged that you have been asked to provide a report regarding the
Human Right to Water (HRTW); to the Human Rights Council. Lack of access to
clean water for hygiene and personal use is at a critical stage in many parts of
the world. The growing crisis will be intensified by the sweeping effects of climate
change. The continuing lack of access to basic sanitation for over half the world'’s
people continues to lead to fatal disease and a lack of dignity. The time for acticn
on both water and sanitation is well upon us.

A strong report from your office, pointing towards mechanisms for
implementation of the human right to water and highlighting the importance of a
rights-based approach in dealing with the water crisis, will have a major impact;
both in how we interact with water and on future policy decisions of states and
the international community.

The depth of the crisis cannot be overstated, Millions die needlessly and billions;
struggle daily with water scarcity and disease, loss of dignity and suffering that
accompanies this avoidable scourge.

Governments have not invested the necessary political and financial rescurces to
address this issue adequately, and the impacts are devastating. Strong and
unambiguous affirmation of the HRTW may alleviate this deplorable lack of
attention.

We hope your work complements that of the many organizations and activists
around the world who continue the fight for water justice and sustainable
solutions.

We, the undersigned international networks, civil society organizations and social
movements, representing people from all corners of the world, coming from
movements focused upon environmental, women’s, labour, social justice, human
rights, peasant and other struggles, bring the following points forward for
consideration in your upcoming report to the UN Human Rights Council.

We assert that the HRTW exists through its implicit and explicit recognition in
international treaties, declarations and customary law which bind all
governments. It is engendered in several existing human rights instruments as a
binding obligation on the Parties. Nevertheless, the failure of the existing
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instruments to deal with the HRTW explicitly and directly, has allowed several
nations to incorrectly deny that such an obligation exists — underscoring the need
for a new instrument. Your study and recommendations must provide the
impetus for moving toward such a new instrument.

We request that all states move beyond simple recognition of the HRTW and
develop comprehensive national plans to implement the HRTW, including making
this right justiciable through appropriate national legislation.

We support General Comment 15, approved by the UN Economic and Social
Council (November 2002), in which water is seen as ‘indispensable for leading &
life in human dignity’ and a ‘prerequisite for the realization of other human rights’.
While General Comment 15 is a welcome and necessary step forward, it is not
sufficient, in and of itself, to deal with the need for a new legally-binding
instrument which will form the basis for moving towards implementation and full
realization of the HRTW.

We urge the UN, through the Human Rights Council, to designate an appropriate
UN administrative body to ensure, at all levels, adequate laws, policies,
institutions, administrative procedures and practices and mechanisms of redress
required realize the HRTW. These measures must be based on determined
benchmarks to assess progress.

We understand that while governments remain the primary duty-bearers, non-
state actors (including transnational corporations and international financial
institutions) have been playing an increasingly powerful role in water, there have
been resultant violations of the HRTW emanating from market-based approaches
to water management. We therefore affirm that that all entities, public and
private, must be held accountable to comply with the requirements of
international law concerning the HRTW and subject to mechanisms providing
appropriate redress and compensation to those harmed.

We assert that there can be no HRTW without comprehensive protection of the
planet's ecosystem and hydrological cycle; linked to the HRTW is the right of all
living things, and the earth, to have access to sufficient water; water is part of the
global commons and a public trust, any international agreements on the HRTW
must address these issues of environmental protection, sustainability and public
control.

Finally, we call upon the Human Rights Council, as steps towards achieving
these goals, to appoint a Special Rapporteur on Water and to move rapidly
towards adoption of strong guidelines for states to follow in the implementation of
the HRTW; each of which is a necessary condition towards the necessary
implementation of an International Convention on the Human Right to Water.

Signed:
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