Manfred Nowak (Austria)





Areas of particular interest and experience





International protection of human rights, enforced disappearances, torture, death penalty, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, human rights approach to development and poverly reduction, human rights in the context of peace-keeping and peace-building operations, human rights in the former Yugoslavia, in China etc.





Professional experience relevant to human rights 





expert member of the UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances (1993 to 2001), 





UN expert on missing persons in the former Yugoslavia (1994 to 1997), 





UN expert on legal questions on enforced disappearances (since 2002), judge at the Human Rights Chamber for Bosnia and Herzegovina (1996 to 2003). 





chairperson of the European Master's Degree in Human Rights and Democratization (EMA) in Venice, 





chairperson of a visiting commission of the Human Rights Advisory Board of the Austrian Minister of Interior carrying out preventive visits to places of police detention and monitoring the use of force by Austrian law enforcement personnel, member of the International Commission of Jurists, 





adviser to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on a human rights approach to poverty reduction strategies etc.





Geographical areas of particular knowledge and experience





South East Europe, Africa (e.g. Uganda), Asia (e. g. China, Taiwan, Bhutan Sri Lanka, Yemen), Latin America (e.g. Chile, Brazil) etc.





Language skills





German (mother tongue)


English (fluent) 


Dutch (fluent) 


French (passive knowledge)


Spanish (passive knowledge)





Educational background





Dr. iuris, University of Vienna, 1973


LLM, Columbia University, New York, 1975


Dr. habil, Univ. Doz., University of Vienna, 1986





Recent publications





International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CCPR-Commentary), 2nd ed.,


Chinese translation of the 1st ed. of Commentary, 2003,


Introduction to the International Human Rights Regime, 2003,


Digest on the Case Law of the Human Rights Chamber for Bosnia and Herzegovina (Introduction), 2004,


Einfuehrung in den internationalen Menschenrechtsschutz, 2002,


EU-China Human Rights Dialogue, 2000,


In progress: Commentary to the Convention against Torture, to be published in 2006.





Activities, membership in associations, etc.





executive committee of various Austrian and international non-governmental organizations active in the field of human rights and/or development,


member of the International Commission of Jurists (since 1995),


UNESCO Prize for the Teaching of Human Rights 1994,


director and founder of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Vienna University,


recipient of the Bruno Kreisky Award of Human Rights.


