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Abuja, Nigeria
Excellencies,
Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentleman,

As we gather here today on this important occasion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Nigerian government for hosting us in Abuja, allowing Africa to hold its Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Durban Review Conference. I am particularly grateful that the Nigerian government continued with the African tradition to host the major international conferences on racism, following South Africa’s organization of the World Conference Against Racism in 2001. 

I come before you today in my first official public statement since taking the post of United Nations Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. I could not think of a more appropriate occasion to start my mandate than addressing the group of African States, which have historically been the stronger and most active supporter of the struggle against racism at the international level and of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur.

…

Racism, xenophobia and intolerance are universal problems of global reach. Our common recognition of racism as a fundamental problem of our time is the first step in mounting the fight against it. Our collective experience has shown that no society is free from the scourge of racism. In such a context, the only possible response to a truly global problem lies in concerted international action at all levels.
In the past, we have been successful in transforming our words into action. Starting at the first World Conference Against Racism in XXXX, we put in place a process that culminated in the Durban Conference in 2001. Throughout the process, we created a solid legal framework in international law that not only prohibited racism, but pointed to concrete ways to overcoming it. The outcome document produced at Durban can undoubtedly be considered as the most comprehensive and ambitious international effort ever produced in the fight against racism. 

Despite the progressiveness and comprehensiveness of the DDPA, many of its provisions have yet to be implemented. Revisiting its implementation is therefore an urgent task that we need to carry out. This process will require a great deal of introspection and self-assessment – looking at what each of our countries has done to implement the provisions contained in the DDPA and making a honest evaluation of what has worked and what still needs to be done. By engaging collectively in this review process, we are uniquely placed to learn from each other’s experiences and challenges.
Some of the themes raised in the DDPA are central to Africa:
In particular, I would like to highlight the DDPA’s extensive references to the interplay and mutually reinforcing character of poverty and racism. In particular, the DDPA emphasized that poverty, marginalization and social exclusion are not only closely associated with racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance, but are further enhanced by racism. Efforts to eliminate racism should therefore be undertaken in conjunction to policies to eradicate poverty and promote human development.

The DDPA also constitutes a historical international recognition of the scourge of slavery and the transatlantic slave trade as well as its impact on contemporary forms of racism, in particular the situation of people of African descent who were victims of these acts. The review process is therefore a timely occasion for an assessment of the current situation of people of African descent around the world, which is also an evaluation of the implementation of the extensive provisions of the DDPA referring to Afro-descendents.
The Durban Review Conference, and in particular the Africa Regional Meeting, is a unique occasion for a renewed engagement and expression of unrelenting political will to promote the fight against racism and to implement the DDPA.  I stand ready to contribute in any way required to the success of this process.
Thank you.

