The St. Petersburg Experience in harmonization of interethnic relations, preventing of racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Intolerance   
Russia is a unique country where most of the nations have largely preserved their traditions, languages, religions, while got political and cultural unity within the State.  
 By the data of the population census, more than 180 ethnic groups live in the country; 60 confessions are counted and 89 languages used in the educational system.  
By ethnic and confessional composition, St. Petersburg is a «Russia in miniature».  Presently, representatives of 134 ethnic groups and 30 confessions live in St. Petersburg; 168 churches and 112 religious facilities operate in the city.   
The St. Petersburg Government implements targeted policy on harmonization of interethnic, intercultural and interconfessional relations preventing dissemination of xenophobia and racism ideas in the polyethnic St. Petersburg’s community.  
The major elements of these activities include: 
·  Consultative Council on the issues of implementation of the state national policy in St. Petersburg; 
· The St. Petersburg House of Nationalities;

· The Program  harmonization of interehnic relations, preventing of racial discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance (Program «Tolerance») for the years 2006-2010. 
In September 2010, a verdict on implementation of the second cycle of the Program «Tolerance» for the period of 2011 – 2015 was adopted.   
The Tolerance Program is targeted at formation of ethnocultural mutual respect based on the values of the multinational Russian society, all-Russia civil identity and St. Petersburg conscience.   
The program is implemented by mutual efforts of the state authority bodies and civil society structures.  Research, educational, and cultural institutions, mass media, business community, sportive associations and fans’ organizations, national/cultural and religious associations and public organizations are involved in the Program events.  
The Program embraces practically all spheres of the city life: education, culture, mass media, safety, youth activities, international and interregional cooperation, interaction with national/cultural and religious associations and public organizations.  
The Tolerance Program from its very beginning was based on the up to date scientific researches of Russian scholars and the modern world experience.  The Expert Council on the issues of strengthening tolerance is functioning.  Leading scholars and independent experts hold evaluations of the efficiency of the Program events on regular basis; they worked out methodical recommendations on the further improvements of the process of the Program implementation.   
The Program is financed from the St. Petersburg budget (total funding in 2007-2010 amounted to almost Euro 4.8 mln.) and from non-budget sources.  
The major outcomes of the Tolerance Program 1.0 implementation (2006-2010):
1) More than 10 000 various events targeted at supporting ethno-political stability had been carried out; over a million people took part in those directly or indirectly.    
2) New educational programs targeted at upbringing the new generation in the spirit of all-Russia patriotism and tolerance have been created; educational materials and technologies were updated and introduced to the educational systems of all levels.   
The Program’s know-how is a set of information/educational materials, i.e.  «St. Petersburg Ethnic Calendar», was developed by the leading city scholars. This Ethnic Calendar is a set of complimenting history and social sciences textbooks educational manuals for carrying out tolerance lessons at educational institutions. They are based on the new educational approaches designed to educate the new generation of young citizens being proud of their affiliation with the «Russians» and «Petersburgers» community.  This set is the major component of the activities on educating tolerance at all kindergartens and high schools.    
3) Preparation of specialists in the sphere of inter-cultural interactions. School and kindergarten teachers and employees of youth and teenager centers got special professional training enhancing their qualification.  
4) Formation of unified information space for disseminating ideas of tolerance and mutual respect.  The process of production and broadcasting cycles of thematic shows on television and radio targeted on formation of culture of tolerance in                St. Petersburg has been settled; journalist projects in the print media; seminars, round tables, and master classes for journalists are taking place in order to let them adequately cover topics of interethnic and interconfessional relations.   
Social advertising formatting respectful attitude towards representatives of other nationalities living in St. Petersburg and preventing migrant phobia is placed in the streets, in the metro, and on the radio.  A specialized Tolerance Program Internet site is in operation (www.spbtolerance.ru); it serves as an information base.  
5) Intensification of international and interregional cooperation and experience exchange.  Since 2007, St. Petersburg is member of the European Coalition of the Cities against Racism.  In November 2009, the Tolerance Program was awarded with an honorable Unesco Diploma for dissemination of tolerance and non-violence ideas.   

The Tolerance Program 2.0 compliments the first version in all directions; besides this, it is oriented on resolution of the most acute problems occurring due to the stable migration growth.  The Program includes implementation of complex integration/adaptation activities targeted at inclusion of Russian and foreign labor migrants in the new for them cultural media and the system of social relations.  Special attention is paid to the cultural, language and everyday life integration of the second-generation migrants and children of the first-generation migrants.   
The Program budget will amount to Euro 2 million in 2011.  
The Program foresees implementation of a number of innovative projects: 
1)  Specialized educational programs for high school students on the basis of the State Russian Museum, Russian Ethnography Museum, State Museum of History of St. Petersburg, and the State Museum of History of Religion targeted at formatting tolerance and all-Russia identity; 
2) Discouragement of the xenophobia and racism ideas in the Internet: promotion of the tolerance and non-violence ideas through social networks and popular Internet portals.  Cooperation of the expert community, i.e., authoritative political scientists, conflictologists, and psychologists, with the Internet users.   
3) Teaching Russian language to migrants:  students with different mother tongues at St. Petersburg educational institutions; mothers of such students (first of all, female with poor command of Russian language) within the frames of the complimentary education system; labor migrants on the basis of special centers organized by administrations of the St. Petersburg districts. Providing migrants with information on the opportunities of free education at such courses and with educational materials.   
4) Implementation of advertising strategy targeted at civilized (non-provoking) behavior of migrants in St. Petersburg. 
5) Specialized educational manuals on implementation of tolerance principles in the activities of law enforcement bodies: «St. Petersburg Policemen.  Basics of Tolerant Behavior». 
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