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Update on the work of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Note by the Secretariat

I.
Introduction
1.
This note is intended to update the background information, as provided in the previous note of the Secretariat on the work of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (A/HRC/7/WG.3/2). It includes information on the sixth session and preparations for the seventh. 

II.
Mandate of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Effective 
Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action
2.
In 2009, the Human Rights Council, in its resolution 11/12 of 18 June 2009 decided to extend the mandate of the Intergovernmental Working Group in the Effective Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action for a period of three years. 
III.
Sixth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group
4.
The sixth session of the Intergovernmental Working Group was split into two parts; the first was held from 21 January to 1 February 2008, the second on 18 December 2008.  At the sixth session, Ambassador Dayan Jayatilleka of Sri Lanka was elected as Chairperson-Rapporteur. 
5.
At its sixth session, the Intergovernmental Working Group focused its work on responding to the request of the Human Rights Council in its resolution 3/2 to submit a contribution to the Preparatory Committee of the Durban Review Conference. The preparation of the contribution of the Inter-Governmental Working Group to the Durban Review Conference was based on the compilations of conclusions and recommendations of the Preparatory Committee (A/CONF.211/PC.2/7), which contained the recommendations and conclusions adopted by consensus at its five sessions. The Intergovernmental Working Group agreed not to renegotiate past conclusions and recommendations.
IV.
Preparation for the seventh session of the Intergovernmental Working Group
6.
The Intergovernmental Working Group is scheduled to hold its seventh session from 5 to 16 October 2009. The Chairperson-Rapporteur, Ambassador Dayan Jayatilleka, is no longer able to continue as Chairperson Rapporteur.  The Secretariat has informed the Regional Coordinators of this new development.
7.
In order to facilitate the preparation of the seventh session, the Secretariat facilitated three informal meetings among Regional Coordinators on 10 August and 9 and 29 September 2009, to receive advice on the agenda, programme of work and the Chairmanship of the session. 
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