Commemorating Anti-Corruption Day 2009 (9 December 2009)

Corruption and climate change: a deadly combination for the poor

In commemorating anti-corruption day, the United Nations Independent Expert on poverty and human rights stressed the importance of strengthening efforts to combat corruption. She emphasised that “As the world continues to struggle with the unfolding impacts of the global economic and financial crisis and climate change, the threats posed by corruption to the poor are more imminent than ever.” She added “corruption not only disrupts economic growth, it is an obstacle to building a sustainable economic environment, which disproportionately affects the poor” 
The Expert noted that corruption is one of the major impediments to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. This negatively impacts on public services such as education, health and access to justice which acutely affects the lives of the poor. The Expert observed that “in the daily lives of those living in poverty, the payment of a bribe to a public servant can mean not enough money to buy food.”  

Right now, the attention of the world is focused on the United Nations Climate Change Conference taking place in Copenhagen. Noting the risk posed by climate change in contexts where corruption persists, the Expert emphasized that “Negotiations over a new climate change agreement represent an opportunity to link environmental issues with good governance.”

“Poor individuals and communities often live in areas prone to natural disasters, depend on natural resources for their subsistence and face the greatest risks from the effects of a warming climate. They are less able to prepare for, or adapt to, climate change and its effects on the accessibility and availability of food, drinking water, adequate housing and health care. If corruption is happening at senior levels of government,  money dedicated to  programmes to combat the effects of climate change and  reduce poverty will be diverted to the pockets of corrupt elites.  Both corruption and mismanagement of resources make initiatives to tackle climate change more costly and this clearly affects our ability to fight poverty.” 
Climate change strategies must take poverty reduction goals into account. They also must include effective mechanisms to ensure transparency and accountability, according to international standards, in the management of funding that aims to address climate change. In efforts to respond to climate change and stimulate economic growth, participatory governance by those most affected is key to understanding and dealing with the problem. The Expert stressed that “We need to take this global opportunity to ensure that responses to the climate crises are sustainable and do not further burden the poor.”
