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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Distinguished Participants:

We now have come to the end of our 2010 Social Forum. It was an honour and a real pleasure for me to chair this session. Its focus on human rights and climate change, as mandated by Human Rights Council Resolution 13/17, is indeed very timely and of crucial importance in light of its relevance to so many individuals and communities, in particular those who are already affected by climate change. 

I am particularly grateful for the excellent presentations and statements, which have been delivered during the session. Over the past three days, we have also seen a series of short documentaries and films, which crystallised in a very powerful way the many facets and ways in which climate change impacts human rights all over the world. I am certain that these insightful presentations will continue to inspire all of us and offer valuable input to national, regional and international efforts and actions, including the ongoing negotiations, both within the framework of the Human Rights Council and beyond. 

Allow me to highlight some of the issues that we have discussed at this Forum.

Many speakers, while recognizing the multi-dimensionality of the problem and its complexity, stressed the urgent need to look beyond the ecological and economic impacts of climate change, and to focus on the social and human rights impact that is putting people at the centre of the discussion; reinforcing the concept of sustainable development. 

As already recognised by HRC Res 10/4 on human rights and climate change, this Forum heard numerous concrete examples of climate change-related impacts that have a range of implications, both direct and indirect, for the effective enjoyment of human rights including, inter alia, the right to life, the right to adequate food, the right to the highest attainable standard of health, the right to adequate housing, the right to self-determination and human rights obligations related to access to safe drinking water and sanitation. 

Most of us shared here our concerns about heightened vulnerabilities to the adverse effects of climate change, related to geography, poverty, gender, age, disability, migrant, refugee, IDP, indigenous or minority status. Crucially, an overwhelming view is that climate change ultimately will affect us all. 

The existing inequalities among and within countries were also highlighted as well as the unequal impact of climate change, which affects more the already disadvantaged communities and states. 

Many participants linked the challenges of climate change to development and the right to development and the threat to reverse gains made towards the achievement of the MDGs, in particular MDG 1, concerning the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger and MDG 7 concerning environmental sustainability, but it was pointed out that MDGs 2-6 are at risk through climate change. 

Human rights provide a framework for finding sustainable solutions to the challenges linked to climate change. Indeed, a human rights-based approach to climate change will help to identify the specific needs and protect the most vulnerable, as well as to ensure their active and meaningful participation in devising appropriate mitigation and adaptation policies and measures that are in full compliance with international law including international human rights obligations.

Our discussions further reaffirmed Human Rights Council Resolution 10/4, which states ”that human rights obligations and commitments have the potential to inform and strengthen international and national policy-making in the area of climate change, promoting policy coherence, legitimacy and sustainable outcomes.”
A human rights approach is needed across the board at all levels from local to global. While recognizing the primary responsibility of States to promote, fulfil and protect human rights, the global all-pervasive challenge of climate change undoubtedly requires a global solution, and clearly calls for international assistance and cooperation under the principles of international solidarity and of common but differentiated responsibilities. It was argued that responsibility for climate change-related harm can be established on the basis of both historical responsibility for global warming, and on the basis of the failure to abide by international mitigation commitments. 

Many speakers highlighted that transfer of technology, increased use of information and communication technologies, sharing and managing of knowledge, lessons learned and good practices, capacity-building and financial support can and must play a crucial role in addressing climate change, while promoting sustainable development and the achievement of human rights. 

Some participants underlined that the current market approach to finding solutions to climate change is not appropriate, while others underlined that this could be a potential tool to make economic actors aware of the environmental impact of their activities and of the services provided by the ecosystems with a view to ensure better social returns. 

We have also heard presentations and statements of a number of national, regional and international measures and actions seeking to address the impact of climate change. Their experiences remind us of the daunting challenges ahead of us and remind us of the overstretched capacity of both national governments and humanitarian organizations. 

The gender dimension of the adverse impact of climate change was highlighted by many in addition to the important positive role women can play in responding to these challenges. As we have heard, empowering women and using a human rights-based approach to climate change measures and actions will strengthen the response to climate change impact.

Further, participants noted that movement of people, including cross-border movement, should be seen as a possible and legitimate adaptation strategy, among other options. In extreme circumstances perhaps even the only one. They highlighted the respective protection needs of those moving, as well as those staying behind. Participants further pointed to the legal gap concerning cross-border movements linked to environmental factors and climate change, as concerns the current criteria for refugee status. 

It was reaffirmed that the human rights-based approach implies also a focus on sound governance and accountability mechanisms, stressing both procedural and substantive rights. Particular importance in this context is given to the right to education, access to justice, access to information and active and meaningful participation. 

Accessible, transparent and effective accountability mechanisms should be in place, leading to effective remedies.  

The justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights was recalled, as was the fact that responsibility for achieving economic, social and cultural rights was not exclusively on the States concerned but also born by non-state actors including the private sector, and other countries and the international community; based on the obligation for international cooperation as stressed in the UNFCCC. 

The possibility of using regional human rights mechanisms, which already have interesting jurisprudence, was mentioned. 

A number of specific recommendations were made during the past three days. While noting the importance and centrality of the existing human rights mechanisms, including in particular the treaty bodies, the special procedures and the UPR, it was also suggested to create a new mechanism which could take the shape of a special rapporteur or independent expert dedicated to human rights and climate change. Human rights mechanisms were also highlighted as an essential tool for early warning and their fact-finding missions could complement the scientific work in the area of human rights and climate change. 

The possibility for international human rights bodies to play a role in facilitating coordination of international assistance was raised. 

It was recognised that recently some human rights language was included into the climate change negotiating texts, but more needs to be done in that regard. It is important to ensure that any language included in the agreed outcome texts be consistent with the obligations contained in international human rights instruments. It was recommended that the sixteenth Conference of Parties in Cancun be informed of the deliberations of the 2010 Social Forum.

The possibility of including climate change in the elaboration of the draft guiding principles on human rights and extreme poverty was also mentioned. A further recommendation was to pay particular attention to the situation of mountainous countries, small island states and other countries which are particularly exposed to the impact of climate change. 

Regarding the international negotiations under UNFCCC, it was proposed to strengthen the social dimension, to integrate a gender perspective and the human rights-based approach. These issues could be addressed in the existing working group on long term cooperation or in a specific one to help refocus the climate change negotiations on people.

Rest assured that this is not a comprehensive reflection of all the presentations and statements made during the course of these three days. In finalizing my report to the Human Rights Council, which I will submit at its March 2011 session, I will present a more comprehensive picture of our deliberations and convey all our suggestions and recommendations. 

Before concluding, I wish to express my sincere thanks:

· to all of our Speakers and Panellists for their excellent presentations;
· to all the participants for your interest in this event;
· to the interpreters;

· to the Conference Service Personnel for facilitating the smooth conduct of the Forum; and
· to the Secretariat of the 2010 Social Forum for its invaluable input and support on all aspects of the organization of this Forum.

6 October 2010
Thank you.
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