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Measures and actions: Addressing the impact of climate change on the full enjoyment of human rights, including on most vulnerable groups, particularly women and children

Presentation : Regional and international level measures and actions

The humanitarian community has raised with increasing insistence the concerns of the humanitarian community within the climate change debate – these concerns hinge on the twin concepts of increasing risk and increasing vulnerability because of climate change
“Climate change affects us all, but it does not affect us all equally. The poorest and most vulnerable - those who have done the least to contribute to global warming - are bearing the brunt of the impact today"

Ban Ki-moon, April 2009

In 2009, the humanitarian community moved forward considerably within climate change discussions and was able to further understand its limitations and capacity :

Capacity in ensuring references in the draft climate change agreement included disaster preparedness, early warning systems, emergency response and early recovery, disaster risk reduction and the Hyogo Framework for Action, migration and displacement, health impacts, food security, gender-sensitive approaches, and the need to prioritise help to the most vulnerable communities and countries.
Limitations in terms of the amount of funding which could become available for activities traditionally identified as ‘humanitarian’ within the adaptation envelope(s).

One of the conclusions of the humanitarian community engaged in the climate change debate was that a significant part of the way forward on climate change adaptation was through supporting activities at the regional and national levels.

The following are practical examples of adaptation activities in 5 key areas :

1. Integrating climate knowledge and research into programmes

Example

(all examples in this presentation are drawn from Addressing the Humanitarian Challenges of Climate Change: Regional and National Perspectives - Preliminary Findings from the IASC Regional and National Level Consultations, IFRC, OCHA and WFP, 2009 – URL provided at end of this document)
A Regional Information Management Working Group (RIMWG) in Southern Africa has been established to focus on: 1) how hazards compound vulnerabilities; 2) how indicators of vulnerability (e.g. malnutrition, HIV/AIDs) and hazards (e.g. floods, epidemics) interact; and 3) how other potential risks such as climate change and migration/ displacement could impact the humanitarian situation and response programmes in the region.

IOM (Latin America and Caribbean) has developed a research agenda to improve understanding of the link between population movements and climate change and is developing project proposals, building on field research, to develop activities to increase resilience to climate change as part of adaptation strategies.

2. Developing new partnerships

“Increasingly, partnerships with climate change related knowledge centres are being forged to facilitate the integration of climate knowledge into humanitarian work. In particular, the use of seasonal forecasts to enhance early warning of climate risks, linked with local community-based vulnerability and capacity assessments and DRR measures, is an important area of interaction with huge potential.”

3. Policies, scope of work and capacity building

“There is not necessarily a similar distinction or disconnect between CCA and DRR at the operational level in the same way as at the global/ policy level. For instance in Bangladesh, CCA has been done for years, although it has not been called [this] but rather seen as DRR.”

OCHA, Asia

4. Advocacy

Advocacy generally focuses on advocacy in preparation for COP15 and in relation to the development of National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs) or National Action Plans (NAPs) on DRR.

5. Programmes projects and tools

Reference is made to the practical examples provided on pp. 10-11 of Addressing the Humanitarian Challenges of Climate Change: Regional and National Perspectives, op. cit.
Conclusion (developed in response to questions from the floor)

Climate change will increase humanitarian risk as a result of increased frequency and intensity of natural hazards and increasing human vulnerability. In other words, there will be more floods, droughts and storms and vulnerability will be increased by the impact of climate change on global challenges that undermine the ability of the poorest to sustain their livelihoods and resilience to disasters, such as food and water security, access to fertile land and environmental degradation.

These changes will result in more ‘traditional’ disasters, such as floods, storms, droughts and landslides, but also new humanitarian concerns, including climate-driven migration and conflicts. The most vulnerable people already have fewer resources to adapt and are likely to be the last to benefit from any new adaptation measures. Low governance countries may therefore face a spiral of increasing vulnerability and instability, sustained by insufficient organisation or resources to face the negative consequences of climate change, both domestically and by accessing international financing and resources.

In these cases – especially – and in many others, the risks of climate change simply cannot be completely reduced or avoided, even with the most effective long-term adaptation actions that are realistically achievable. Disaster risk management and response therefore must be a significant part of responding to the effects of climate change in the most vulnerable countries.

This means:

1) Making sure humanitarian concerns and systems are integral to the global climate change strategy; 

2) The humanitarian implications of climate change are understood and quantified to extent possible;

3) Support is offered to help develop capacity of people, communities and authorities to prepare for and adapt to climate-related life-threatening hazards.

Link :

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/downloaddoc.aspx?docID=4862&type=any%20"addressing%20the%20humanitarian%20challenges%20of%20climate%20change"

