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Welcome remarks by Anders Kompass
Director, Field Operations and Technical Cooperation Division
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Madame Chairperson Ambassador Dupuy,
Your Excellency the President of the Human Rights Council,
Distinguished Delegates and Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is an honour for me to welcome you all on behalf of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. I am delighted to see so many of you taking up the opportunity for dialogue that the Social Forum presents.
Ambassador Dupuy, allow me to congratulate you on your appointment as the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the third session of the Social Forum in its new setting as decided by the Human Rights Council in resolution 6/13. Your leadership and wisdom will no doubt guide us to a successful outcome. In this regard, let me assure you of the full support of our Office.
Madame Chairperson, 

Climate change, its causes and consequences, and the steps taken toward prevention, mitigation and response, are not accidents of nature. They are questions of human choice. They are, therefore, questions of human rights.

Genuine collaboration and partnership is key to advancing the enjoyment of all human rights by all. It is encouraging to see that the unique space of the Social Forum, preserved by the Human Rights Council for facilitating dialogue on human rights issues, has continued to grow in size and significance. Let me take this opportunity to welcome the fact that the Human Rights Council has broadened the scope of issues which the Social Forum is tasked with discussing. 

Indeed, this year, the Council decided that the Social Forum should focus on the adverse impacts of climate change on human rights. This is very timely, as we move from the discussions held in Copenhagen in December 2009, to the preparations for the 16th meeting of the Conference of the Parties in Cancun. While governments prepare the meeting, the Social Forum presents a unique opportunity to contribute to the debate by ensuring that the impact of climate change on human rights is highlighted. 
Distinguished Participants,
Despite international efforts to mitigate the negative impacts of climate change, there have already been and will continue to be devastating consequences for the most vulnerable persons in our societies. The High Commissioner has consistently underlined the need to bring the human rights dimension of climate change to the centre of the climate change debate, highlighting that climate change-related effects are felt not only by States and economies, but also – and more fundamentally – by individuals and communities. A human rights approach brings into focus how climate change-related threats affect individuals and groups differently. Climate change impacts exacerbate existing vulnerabilities, which, in turn, are rooted in discrimination, disparate health status, and imbalances in access to knowledge and information. 
You will hear more this afternoon about the OHCHR study on the impact of climate change on human rights. At this stage, and as your third day will focus on the ‘way forward’ and how to ensure a continued human rights-based approach to climate change responses, let me take this opportunity to highlight a number of key messages which the High Commissioner and our Office have made in this regard. 

OHCHR has drawn attention to the importance of ensuring that any reference to human rights included in an agreed outcome text of the sixteenth Conference of Parties be consistent with the obligations contained in international human rights instruments. Indeed, the Human Rights Council itself has highlighted how human rights obligations and commitments can inform and strengthen international and national policy-making in the area of climate change, promoting policy coherence, legitimacy and sustainable outcomes. Beyond the sixteenth Conference of Parties, a key challenge ahead of us will be to ensure that human rights are adequately addressed in the actual implementation of policies and programmes addressing climate change. 
Human rights, including right to food and water, access to information, ability to participate in decision-making processes, access to education, adequate health services and housing, are critical elements of effective climate change adaptation - building the climate resilience of individuals and reducing their vulnerability to climate change threats. A human rights-based approach guides policies and measures to address climate change, in particular by ensuring that the human rights impact of such measures are properly assessed, and that procedural rights (access to information and to remedies) are provided for. It demands the participation of affected communities, attention to discrimination, and accountability of all duty-bearers to the rights-holders who experience the consequences of their policies and practices. 
Distinguished participants,
For our part, OHCHR will continue to participate actively in the UN system-wide initiatives which are being developed in the lead up to the sixteenth Conference of Parties. In particular, the Chief Executives Board High Level Committee on Programming Climate Change Working Group, which is facilitating UN system-wide cooperation, has established a new separate focus area to its work entitled ‘Social Dimensions of Climate Change’. Together with the ILO, WHO and DESA, OHCHR participates in the work of this Working Group on Social Dimensions of Climate Change. You will hear a speaker on this important issue on the third day of the Forum.
Madame Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is time to take the discussion on climate change and human rights from the margins of policy debates and development strategies to the forefront. We must accept that climate change affects us all and demands action from us all.  
I am especially hopeful that the constructive discussions during this Forum can contribute to greater participation and inclusiveness in adaptation and mitigation strategies that could effectively harness the resources and insights that civil society and national institutions can offer.
Madame Chairperson,
Let me conclude by expressing our hope that the Social Forum will contribute to  strengthening the commitment of the international community to integrating human rights into its responses to climate change with immediate measures to protect the rights of the most vulnerable.

I wish you all the very best in the forthcoming discussions.

Thank you.
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