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was thought could curb poverty if well implemented. These were,
Education, Agriculture, Health, Water, Rural Roads Judiciary, and
HIV/AIDS as crosscutting issue.

2.0 MEASURES AND MECHANISMS FOR POVERTY
REDUCTION

Variety of measures and mechanisms to reduce poverty have been
developed and experimented by different countries/governments; to
a large extent with assistance /conditionality from the IMF and
World Bank. The outcome have always been more impoverishments
of the poor people. Nevertheless, a few have proven effective and to
a large extent, necessary.

2.1Sustaining Macroeconomic Stability.
Following the adoption of the PRS, Tanzania had been able to
restore macroeconormic stability hence resulting in accelerated
growth from 2.0 percent (1998) to 6.7 percent of GDP
(2004).Inflation have fallen to 4 percent while government
savings has gone up to six months.

2.2Rural Sector Development
Agricultural transformation through provision of substitute for
agricultural inputs have proven important in boosting outputs
for most traditional exports.
Private crop buyers or traders were éncouraged to purchase
crops and import fertilizers and insecticides.
Rural road rehabilitation and construction have taken place
and farmers crops can be transported to markets easily.
Provision of credits to small and medium scale farmers and
entrepreneurs is being done to increase output for export
growth of both traditional and non-traditional agricultural
exports, especially food crops.
Abolition of nuiscence taxes on agriculture products and
inputs was seen as a way towards boosting agriculture,
Land Act Review to allow farmers to use their land as
collateral for acquisition of loans or to enter in joint venture
with would be investors.
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Nevertheless, there are notable obstacles which still hinder the
poor from being active participants in these policy processes:
One is the traditional practices among government
departments at all levels where each and every piece of
information is considered confidential or top secret; second is
poor lines of communication whereby dissemination of
information is limited to semi-urban and urban areas. Most
parts of the country side have no electricity hence no access
to internet services nor radio communications. Thirdly is
language barrier in both presentation of the policy documents
and at the consultative meetings. Presentations are rich in
technical jargons which are difficult to be demystified by the
poor who are normally semi illiterate. Policy documents are
made to impress donors not to be used as working documents
for the poor who are said to be the targets for implementation.
Fourth, is the all question of either being consulted or
participating. In most cases the poor are consulted to give
their views which at the end of the exercise are never if not
least included in the final document which will be
implemented by the poor. As such the level of involvement of
the poor in policy implementation becomes questionable and
at times ineffective.

4.0 EXPERIENCE IN ENGAGING IN POLICIES ON

POVERTY REDUCTION
The involvement of various actors in policy processes brings
about multi-sectoral approach, which enhances legitimacy and
builds consensus on key issues, goals and objectives.
Furthermore is taps a wide range of expertise and if possible
financing.
During the course of my (speaking from the CSOs point of
view) participation in a number of challenges and
opportunities were recorded. First, lack of information on the
key issues highlighted in the policy documents coupled with
limited access to certain key complimenting information.
Second, trust between the government and non-state actors is
still questionable. There is limited understanding that non-
state actors are complimenting government efforts to reduce
poverty. Thirdly, lack of enough technical skills and
knowledge on poverty monitoring, budget tracking and data
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