
Vienna workshop on the prohibition of incitement to hatred:
Biography of experts

Agnès Callamard

Dr. Agnès Callamard is the Executive Director of  ARTICLE 19.  Under 
her direction, ARTICLE 19 has strengthened its leadership of cutting edge 
public policy issues, and grown in size with the opening of 5 regional 
offices  across  the world.  Agnès  founded and led  HAP  (Humanitarian 
Accountability  Partnership),  the  first  international  self-regulatory body 
for  humanitarian  actors.  At  HAP she  oversaw  field  trials  on 
accountability  to  beneficiaries  in  Afghanistan,  Cambodia  and  Sierra 
Leone. She is the former Chef de Cabinet for the Secretary General of 
Amnesty International (AI) where she played a key role in establishing an 
effective  senior  management  system  and  also  led  policy  work  on 
women’s human rights. Agnès also served as a board member for IFEX 
(International  Freedom of  Expression  Exchange),  a  membership-based 
NGO comprised of over 80 member organizations and operating in more 
than 50 countries, the majority of which are in the developing world and 
in countries in transition.

Agnès  has  investigated  human  rights  abuses  in  a  diverse  number  of 
countries across the world’s regions including in Africa, Asia, and the 
Middle  East.  She  has undertaken extensive media  work and presented 
human rights concerns to a wide range of public forums. She has also 
worked extensively in the field of refugee and IDPs movements. Agnès 
has published broadly and holds a PhD in Political Science from the New 
School for Social Research in New York.

Aidan White

Aidan White is the General Secretary of the International Federation of 
Journalists. He was educated in the United Kingdom where he learned his 
trade as a journalist and joined the International Federation of Journalists 
from The Guardian in 1987. He has worked as a reporter, feature writer, 
sub-editor,  and  editorial  manager  for  leading  regional  and  national 
newspapers in Britain. He actively campaigns for the rights of journalists 
worldwide.  He  has  written  extensively  on  the  social  and  professional 
conditions of  journalism.  He has been a  consultant  and adviser  to  the 
European  Union,  the  Council  of  Europe,  and  various  United  Nations 
agencies including UNICEF, UN Human Rights Commission, UNESCO, 
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and  the  ILO  on  issues  such  as  governance  and  mass  media  policy; 
Journalism  and  law;  and  Media  Development  in  Eastern  and  Central 
Europe. He has worked as a journalist for almost 20 years before joining 
the IFJ in 1987, working with The Guardian, The Financial Times, the 
Sunday Times and others. 

Alexander Verkhovsky

Alexander Verkhovsky is director of the  SOVA Center for Information 
and  Analysis  (http://sova-center.ru;  since  2002).  SOVA Center  is 
conducting  monitoring  on  ultra-nationalist  activities,  hate  crimes,  hate 
speech in mass media, public actions and legal measures against these, 
misuse of anti-extremism legislation and also on various issues related to 
religion in contemporary Russian society. SOVA Center publishes current 
news on these issues on their website on a daily basis and also publishes 
books as well as quarterly and annual reports.

Mr.  Verkhovsky  was  an  editor-in-chief  of  samizdat  independent 
newspaper  Panorama  in  Moscow (1989-1991)  and a  vice-president  of 
Panorama Information  and Research  Center  (1991-2002).  Since 1994, 
Mr. Verkhovsky’s main area of research has been political extremism, 
nationalism and xenophobia in contemporary Russia as well as religion 
and politics in contemporary Russia. He is an author or co-author of a 
number of books, reports and articles on these issues.

Anastasia Crickley

Anastasia Crickley is an elected member of the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. She is the Inaugural Chair of the 
Management and Executive Boards of the European Union Fundamental 
Rights  Agency.  Ms.  Crickley  is  also  Head  of  Department  of  Applied 
Social  Studies at  the National  University  of  Ireland,  Maynooth,  and a 
member of the Council of State of Ireland, an advisory body that aids and 
counsels the President of Ireland.

Ms. Crickley was the first woman Chair of the EU Monitoring Centre on 
Racism and  Xenophobia  and  has  been  Personal  Representative  of  the 
Chair-in-Office  of  the  Organisation  for  Security  and  Co-Operation  in 
Europe on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and Discrimination. She has 
also been Board member and associate expert of the Council of Europe 
Advisory  Committee  for  the  Framework  Convention  on  National 
Minorities. Ms. Crickley has furthermore been Chairperson of the Irish 
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National  Consultative  Committee  on  Racism and  Interculturalism  and 
Founder-Chairperson  of  Pavee  Point  National  Travellers  Centre.  Ms. 
Crickley is also founding Member the European Network Against Racism 
(ENAR) and the Migrant Rights Centre in Ireland.

Ms.  Crickley  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Social  Science  of  the  University 
College Dublin, a Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Social Studies and a 
Certificate of Qualification in Social Work from the University of Wales, 
Swansea, as well as an M.A. in Community Studies from the University 
of Bradford.

Dimitrina Petrova

Dr. Dimitrina Petrova is the founding Executive Director of  The Equal 
Rights  Trust,  an  international  human  rights  organization  to  promote 
equality as a fundamental human right. Previously she was the founding 
Executive Director of the European Roma Rights Centre and the Director 
of The Human Rights Project in Sofia, Bulgaria, as well as member of the 
Board of the International Council on Human Rights Policy. 

Ms. Petrova was a member of the Bulgarian Parliament and participated 
in the drafting of the 1991 Constitution. She has been consultant to UN 
OHCHR, Human Rights Watch, IHFHR and other organisations, and has 
been adviser to the President of Bulgaria on pardoning prisoners. She has 
conducted human rights work, including field research,  in a variety of 
countries. 

Ms. Petrova holds a PhD from the University of Sofia, has held various 
teaching positions  and is  currently  also  a  Fellow at  the  University  of 
Essex. She received several awards, including the 1994 Human Rights 
Award  from  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  Dutch 
“Geuzenpenning Award” in 2001. Her work has also been honoured by 
Human  Rights  Watch,  which  selected  her  as  one  of  its  international 
monitors in 1994.

Frank La Rue

Mr. La Rue has been serving as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
the  promotion  and  protection  of  the  right  to  freedom of  opinion  and 
expression since August 2008. He is a lawyer and the current Director of 
the Centro-American Institute for Social Democracy Studies (DEMOS) in 
Guatemala. He holds a degree in law from the University of San Carlos, 
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Guatemala, and a postgraduate degree in U.S. foreign policy from Johns 
Hopkins University. Mr. La Rue has worked extensively on human rights 
issues,  and as  founding member  and Director  of  the Centre  for  Legal 
Human Rights Action (CALDH), he was involved in presenting the first 
Guatemalan  human  rights  case  before  the  Inter-American  Court  for 
Human Rights. Mr. La Rue also brought the first case of genocide against 
the military dictatorship in Guatemala. As a human rights activist, he was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. 

Mr.  La  Rue  has  previously  served  as  Presidential  Commissioner  for 
Human Rights in Guatemala (2004 – 2008), Human Rights Adviser to the 
Minister  of  Foreign Affairs  of  Guatemala,  President  of  the Governing 
Board  of  the  DEMOS,  and  consultant  to  the  Office  of  the  High 
Commissioner  for  Human  Rights.  He  was  also  a  professor  of  human 
rights at the University of Rafael Lavinder de Guatemala. 

Githu Muigai

Professor  Muigai  was  appointed  as  UN  Special  Rapporteur  on 
contemporary  forms  of  racism,  racial  discrimination,  xenophobia  and 
related  intolerance  in  2008.  He  is  a  Kenyan  lawyer  and  academic 
specializing in Public law.  He holds law degrees from Kenya and the 
United States and has taught law in both countries. He practices law in 
Nairobi  in  the  law  firm of  Mohammed  & Muigai  Advocates,  one  of 
Kenya’s leading law firms. He also serves as an Associate Professor of 
Public law at the Faculty of Law of the University of Nairobi. Over the 
last eighteen years he has been actively involved in the legal profession as 
a member of the Law Society of Kenya, the International Commission of 
Jurists,  the Institute of Education in Democracy, the East African Law 
Society, the Commonwealth Lawyers Association, the International Bar 
Association  and,  in  championing  legal  and  constitutional  reforms  in 
Kenya and the region. 

Professor  Muigai  has  been involved in  numerous  consultancies  in  the 
region on behalf of individual States and international organizations. He 
has acknowledged expertise in the areas of justice sector reform generally 
and constitutional reform specifically. He served as a Commissioner on 
the Constitution of Kenya Review Commission which prepared the draft 
Constitution of the Republic of Kenya (2004). He was legal adviser and 
draftsman to the Somali peace process and was involved in the drafting of 
the Somali Federal Transitional Charter. He is also the author of several 
works on law, politics and justice. 
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Heiner Bielefeldt

Mr. Bielefeldt is the United Nations Special Rapporteur on freedom of 
religion or belief, since 2010. He is also Professor of Human Rights and 
Human  Rights  Politics  at  the  University  of  Erlangen-Nürnberg,  and 
honorary Professor of Law at the University of Bielefeld.  He has held 
various  other  teaching  positions  with  the  universities  of  Toronto, 
Heidelberg, Mannheim and Tübingen. 

From 2003-2009, he was the Director of the German Institute for Human 
Rights. In that capacity he was also the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Accreditation of  the International  Coordinating Committee  of  National 
Human Rights Institutions (2008-2009). Mr. Bielefeldt has also been the 
Coordinator for human rights in the German Commission of Justice and 
Peace.

Mr. Bielefeldt has undertaken studies in philosophy, history, and Catholic 
theology.  He  obtained  his  PhD in  philosophy  from the  University  of 
Tübingen  in  1989  and  his  Habilitation  (postdoctoral  qualification)  in 
philosophy from the University of Bremen in 2000. 

José Vera Jardim

Mr. Vera Jardim is currently the First Vice-President of the Portuguese 
Parliament and has been Member of Parliament for several terms. In the 
past,  he  has  been  President  of  the  Portuguese  Delegation  to  the 
Parliamentary  Assembly  of  the  Council  of  Europe  (PACE),  Vice-
President  of  PACE,  Vice-President  of  the  Constitutional  Commission, 
and President  of  the  National  Association  for  Law Improvement.  Mr. 
Vera Jardim was also a Professor of Law at the University of Lisbon.

Mr. Vera Jardim was the Portuguese Minister of Justice from 1995-1999.

Louis-Léon Christians

Mr. Louis-Léon Christians is the moderator for this workshop and also 
the  author  of  the  background  study  prepared  for  this  event.  Mr. 
Christians, Ph.D., is professor and head of a Chair for Law and Religion 
at the Université catholique de Louvain (UCL), and visiting professor at 
the Catholic Institute of Paris, and the University of Paris XI (Centre droit 
et sociétés religieuses). In Belgium, he is Head of a Federal Commission 
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for Law and Religions Reform and member of the Federal Observatory 
on Cults (CIAOSN).  He is also an expert for the Council of Europe on 
religious affairs. His research interests, publications, and teaching cover 
the fields of Religious Freedom, Freedom of expression, Churches and 
States Relationships in Europe and International Law.  He has published 
more than 150 papers on these issues. 

Mark Lattimer

Mark  Lattimer  is  the  Executive  Director  of  Minority  Rights  Group 
International, an NGO which works in some 50 countries worldwide to 
secure the rights of minorities and indigenous peoples, and to promote 
cooperation between communities. Formerly with Amnesty International, 
he  is  frequently  used  as  an expert  or  consultant  by  UN agencies,  the 
Council of Europe and the OSCE, and was involved in the drafting of the 
OSCE Guidelines on Minority Languages in the Broadcast Media (OSCE 
HCNM, 2003) and the Camden Principles on Freedom of Expression and 
Equality (Article 19, 2009). He is the author or editor of a number of 
books,  including ‘Justice  for  Crimes against  Humanity’  (Oxford,  Hart, 
2003) and ‘Genocide and Human Rights’ (Ashgate, 2006).

Michael O’Flaherty

Professor  Michael  O'Flaherty  has  been an  elected  member  of  the  UN 
Human  Rights  Committee  (since  2004  and  re-elected  in  2008).  He  is 
currently  the  Committee’s  Rapporteur  for  the  development  of  a  new 
General Comment of the Human Rights Committee on Article 19 of the 
Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  (Freedoms  of  Opinion  and 
Expression). Professor O'Flaherty initiated and is facilitating the process 
of  the  Dublin  Statement  on  the  Strengthening  of  the  United  Nations 
Human Rights  Treaty  Body System.  He is  also  a  member  of  the  UN 
Expert Group on Human Rights Indicators. 

Professor O’Flaherty holds the Chair in Applied Human Rights and is 
Co-Director  of  the  Human  Rights  Law  Centre  at  the  University  of 
Nottingham. He is an advisor to many international and regional inter-
governmental and non-governmental organizations. He sits on advisory 
committees  of  the  European  Roma  Rights  Centre,  the  Diplomacy 
Training Programme,  the UN-UK Association,  the World Organization 
Against Torture, the Hilde Back Education Fund and a number of other 
groups worldwide. 
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Until December 2003, Michael O'Flaherty served in a number of senior 
positions with the United Nations. He established the UN human rights 
field missions in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1994) and Sierra Leone (1998) 
and subsequently  guided UN headquarters  support  to its  human rights 
programmes across the Asia-Pacific region. He has served as Secretary of 
the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and UN 
human  rights  advisor  for  the  implementation  of  the  Dayton  Peace 
Agreement. From 2000 to 2002, he chaired the UN reference group on 
human rights and humanitarian action.

Nazila Ghanea

Dr Nazila Ghanea is a Lecturer in International Human Rights Law at the 
University  of  Oxford.  She  also  serves  as  the  Editor-in-Chief  of  the 
international journal of Religion and Human Rights. She was previously 
the MA Director and Senior Lecturer in International Law and Human 
Rights at the University of London. She is a Trustee of the One World 
Trust, held an OSI International Policy fellowship (2006-2007) and now 
serves on the board of the international network  Focus on Freedom of  
Religion or Belief. 

Ms. Ghanea has acted as a human rights consultant/expert on numerous 
occasions  for  a  number  of  governments,  the  UN,  UNESCO,  OSCE, 
Council of Europe and the EU. She has facilitated international human 
rights law training for a range of professional bodies, lectured widely and 
carried out first hand human rights field research in a number of countries 
including Malaysia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and 
Qatar. 

Ms. Ghanea’s publications span minority rights, freedom of religion or 
belief, women’s rights, and human rights in the Middle East.

Ömür Orhun 

Mr. Ömür Orhun was the Turkish Ambassador to Norway and later to 
Azerbaijan. He has served twice at the Turkish Foreign Office as Director 
General  for  International  Security  Affairs  and  was  the  Permanent 
Representative  of  Turkey  to  the  OSCE.  He  has  also  served  as  the 
Personal  Representative  of  the  Chairman-in-Office  of  the  OSCE  on 
Combating  Intolerance and Discrimination  against  Muslims.  Presently, 
Ambassador    Orhun  is  the  Adviser  and  Special  Envoy  of  the 
Organization  of  the  Islamic  Conference  (OIC),  dealing  mainly  with 
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human  rights  issues,  including  combating  discrimination  against 
Muslims, and OIC’s relations with other international organizations. 

Mr.  Örhün is  also  the  Chairperson of  OSCE’s  Panel  of  Adjudicators, 
which is an honorary position. In addition, he contributes to the work of 
TASAM, an independent  think-tank based in  İstanbul and serves as  a 
member of the Wise Persons Group advising TASAM’s project on “The 
Strategic Vision of Turkey for 2023”, centennial of the Turkish Republic. 
He has contributed various articles on human rights, tolerance and non-
discrimination;  as well  as on international security matters  to different 
publications. 
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