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 Sub-regional Seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and 

Development in Central Asia (Bishkek, 27 to 30 October 2004)

INFORMATION NOTE FOR PARTICIPANTS




I.
Background and objectives of the Seminar

1. The United Nations Working Group on Minorities has requested the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to organize seminars, workshops or other similar activities in different regions of the world. The purpose of these activities is to raise awareness of the United Nations work on minority issues and to promote dialogue between and among minorities and majority populations. The seminar also offers an opportunity for better understanding of new approaches that might apply in the region taking into account cultural specificities, sharing experiences in the protection and promoting of minority rights, and empowering minority communities. 

2. From 2000 to the present, the Office organized three workshops on multiculturalism in Africa (Arusha, Tanzania, in 2000, Kidal, Mali, in 2001 and Gaborone, Botswana in 2002), one seminar on Afro-descendants in La Ceiba, Honduras, in 2002 and one on cultural diversity and development in Southeast Asia in Chiangmai, Thailand in 2002. 

3. At its 9th and 10th sessions in 2003 and 2004, the Working Group on Minorities decided to encourage the holding of regional or sub-regional meetings in cooperation with regional mechanisms to continue to work on minority issues at regional and national levels with a view to strengthening the national system of protection of human rights. OHCHR has therefore decided to organize the second sub-regional seminar in Asia on the theme of cultural diversity and development and minority issues in Central Asia.
4. The objectives of the seminar are the following:
a). to enhance the better understanding of international human rights standards for minority protection in the region, 
b). to empower NGOs and civil society in general by providing them with the opportunity to discuss common issues relating to minorities, and
c). to work with other international and regional organizations operating in the region with a view to exploring possibilities of future community-led training for minorities and NGOs in the region. 

5. The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Working Group are organizing the seminar on Minority Rights: Cultural Diversity and Development in Central Asia, in cooperation with the Institute of Regional Studies (IFRS) in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. The seminar will also provide an opportunity for training on the UN human rights system in relation to minority rights and to engage the discussion on minority issues with representatives of minority communities and other partners of civil society, inter-governmental organizations and UN agencies operating in the region.  

II. Participants

6. Participants will include representatives various minority communities or those who have been directly working with communities in the region including Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, academics, NGOs and civil society.    

III. Working documents 

7. Six working papers have been received on the topics of the seminar. These papers will be made available in English at the seminar. Other written contributions by participants on the topics of the seminar are welcome. They should have a summary in English or Russian and will be made available to participants at the seminar. Since the reproduction capacity will be limited, participants are requested to bring with them to Bishkek an appropriate number of copies of such documents that they wish to be made available to the seminar. The Hotel Pinara can provide a photocopy service at a modest charge. Documents should specify the topic number under which they are submitted and should not exceed 10 single-spaced pages. 
8. The final report of the seminar will be submitted to the Working Group on Minorities at its 11th session in May 2005 and will be issued as a United Nations document in all 6 official languages.
IV. 
Working languages

9. The seminar will be conducted in English and Russian. Interpretation in two languages will be provided.
V. 
Visa and Insurance 

10. Participants should obtain appropriate entry visas from a diplomatic or consular mission of the Government of Republic of Kyrgyzstan at their point of origin. Participants may wish to obtain information on visa requirements and other travel-related information from either an embassy or consulate of the Kyrgyzstan in their countries.

11. Please note that any medical or accidental insurance during the seminar will be covered neither by UN nor by the local organization. 

VI. Date, venue and transportation to the conference site

11. The seminar takes place from 27 to 30 October 2004. The venue will be:

Hotel Pinara

720044, Prospect Mira 93, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Phone: (+996-312) 540143, 540144, 540145 
Fax: (+996-312) 542408, 542365, 542404 

Email: pinara@elcat.kg
VII.  
Accommodation and pick up at the airport

12. The local partner Institute for Regional Studies (IFRS) has booked a number of single rooms for participants at Hotel Pinara. You are kindly requested to check your booking with Ms. Zumrat Salmorbekova (ifrs@elcat.kg). 
13. The negotiated room rate for a single room is 75$. Participants should pay their room and all the other extra service directly to the hotel. 

14. The airport in Bishkek is called Manas. IFRS kindly negotiated with “Express taxi" service at the airport for a pick up service with a charge of 10$ approximately.  Please kindly provide your flight arrival information to Ms. Zumrat Salmorbekova (ifrs@elcat.kg) in advance, if you wish to use the pick up service. 
15. The currency of Kyrgyzstan is the som, the current rate of exchange for 1 $ is approximately 42 soms. The electricity is 220 V. The weather in Bishkek for the season is usually quite pleasant with the temperature around 15C° to 20C° during the day. 
VIII.  Additional Information

17.
For further information about the seminar, please, contact the following persons at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Palais Wilson, CH-1211 Geneva 10 Switzerland or the staff of IFRS in Bishkek. 

Ms Hui Lu 

Tel: + 4122 917 9140, Fax: + 4122 917 90 10, e-mail: hlu@ohchr.org 

Ms Fiona Blyth-Kubota 
Tel: + 41 22 917 92 04, Fax: +4122 917 90 10 e-mail: fblyth-kubota@ohchr.org 

Ms.  Zumrat Salmorbekova

Institute for Regional Studies

P.O. Box 1880, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Tel: 996-312-28 17 71   Fax: 996-312-280635
Email: ifrs@elcat.kg 
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