BALOCHISTAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT

UN Commission on Human Right,





Sub-Commission on the promotion 

and Protection of Human Rights,

Working Group on Minorities,

Ninth Session (12-16 May, 2003)

Palais des Nation, Geneva.

Intervention by Mr. Mehran Baluch

Mr. Chairman,

The Pakistani establishment has continuously suppressed, violated and subdued the Baloch people and looted their motherland systematically and progressively and the world has turned a blind eye to the crises in Balochistan. But now the Baloch have pinned hope in the international community especially in the human rights defender and other organizations who work for justice and equality in the world.

We are in the 21st century, the power of the communication via media and the Internet. It is no longer possible to commit genocide behind closed doors, a practice, that the Pakistani Army, is so accustomed to do in Balochistan for more then half a century.

To the best of our ability we will expose the Punjabi Pakistan’s Army’s tyrant rule in Balochistan to the world and show the world, what is this devil in disguise is doing to its own people, and we ask the progressive forces of the world to stop their support to such a tyrant, ruthless and unjust system.

We never accepted force and injustice over justice and freedom in the past and we never will, Pakistani army can rest assured that the Baloch will no longer live under illegal occupation of their motherland and they will stand up united against the looting and plunder of their God given land and recourses

On many other occasions Baloch people have been massacred, slaughtered, looted, arrested and even forced out of their homeland on false allegations of terrorism and subversion. Registering of false cases, illegal detention, torture and extra judicial murders are all tools of this ruthless institution. Who ever cannot be bought then Punjab uses these tools to enslave the people.
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All powers lie with the Punjabis in Islamabad and development activities are not carried out in Balochistan for the Baloch people. The projects like Gwader deep sea port, coastal highway, building of dams etc. are planned by Islamabad and the people of the province have no say in this regard. Conquerors take steps for their own needs in Balochistan, this by no means can be declared progress or development as historians never termed it as prosperity of the oppressed nations. If the local people of the land are not given control over their resources, how can they plan the development activities according to their own needs.

Mr. Chairman, the treatment of the Punjabi oligarchy towards political opponents is not only revengeful but also inhuman. My father, Khair Bakhsh Marri, 74 years old and a frail man who has been the most outstanding nationalist leader of Balochistan spent two years in jail at this advanced age. The government has refused him the permission to go abroad for medical treatment that he so desperately needs despite European Parliament's formal recommendation.

It is our responsibility as a Baloch to raise these issues to the attention of the international community and unmask these evil practises of Pakistani establishment in Balochistan

Mr. Chairman, the international community should hold the Pakistani establishment, the army and ISI (Inter-Services Intelligence Agency) accountable for the crimes of physical, social, economic and cultural genocide of the people of Balochistan.
In final analyses, we may say that challenging the viability of Balochistan and Sindh provinces would tantamount to challenging the very existence and viability of Pakistan. The viability and existence of the former East Pakistan was challenged in 1970-71 by the ruling oligarchy of Punjab and resultantly, they dismembered the state of Pakistan created by Jinnah on the basis of the “Two Nation Theory”. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman
