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UN Commission on Human Right,

Sub-Commission on the promotion 

and Protection of Human Rights,

Working Group on Minorities,

Ninth Session (12-16 May, 2003)

Palais des Nation, Geneva.

Intervention by Mr. Mehran Baluch

Mr. Chairman,

The phenomenon of Punjabi ethnic majoritarianism in Pakistan is perhaps the most shameless story of suppression and repression of national minorities ever brought to the notice of this Working Group. It is not only the denial of human rights it is not only the denial of civil and political rights, it is a sordid story of general loot of their economic and social development.

Mr. Chairman, all conceivable manoeuvring has gone into work in reinforcing the Punjabi hegemony in Pakistan. Six – year long delay in framing the first constitution of the country and then the deliberate separation of Bangladesh in 1971, were strong manifestations of establishing Punjabi ethnic hegemony over the Pakistani nationalities.

Mr. Chairman,

The Baloch nation in Pakistan has suffered the worst type of repression resulting from the tyranny of majoritarianism. Their demand for protection of economic and political rights was responded to with heavy military operations including bombardment of civilian habitations and ruthless torture and incarceration of political dissenters. A reference to the report of the Working Group on Minorities 8th Session, May 2002 (E/CH.4/Sub.2/2002/19 Para20) at this point will be desirable.
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Mr. Chairman, 

The ethnic Punjabi elite is determined to vandalise rich natural resources of Balochistan. The Sui natural gas reserves in Balochistan are mercilessly exploited to the entire benefit of the Punjabis. Demographic complexion of the Makran coast is gradually changed to safeguard the interests of Punjabi segments. The Punjabi ruling class has special interest in reducing the Baloch majority to a minority in the region. Gawadar port is becoming an important commercial and strategic port because the Central Asian gas and oil pipelines are likely to terminate here. Balochistan’s revenues are apportioned to the federal exchequer leaving the local people impoverished.

Mr. Chairman,

Not only Balochistan but the adjoining province of Sindh is also equally a victim of Punjabi hegemony. The revenues obtained in  Sindh account for 65% of national budget. Rich arable lands of the province are allotted to the retired and in – service army generals who are exclusively the ethnic Punjabis. The share of the Sindhis, the Mohajirs and the Baloch in civil and military services of Pakistan is insignificant and disproportionate to their population ratio.

Mr. Chairman,

True democracy in a multi-faceted society can flourish only when the ethnic groups and minorities enjoy political empowerment and equal share in nation – building. In the given circumstances, Pakistani democracy – a sham democracy – carries no legitimacy whatsoever with her minorities. Therefore, there is no reason why a sham democracy should be given the privilege of being considered as a member of the community of democracies.

Mr. Chairman,

It should not surprise anybody that in a bid to legitimise the sham democracy, Pakistani military rulers have always managed to pick up a renegade from among the oppressed minorities and put him up as a showpiece to mislead the minorities, the masses  of the people and the world at large. This has been true in the past and it is true in the case of the present Prime Minister.

Thank you Mr. Chairman

