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Item 4 – Future work of the Working Group 

Mr. Chairman,

The Hungarian Delegation was pleased to read Mr Tom Hadden’s paper and new set of recommendations– they provide a good basis for discussing what steps we should take next. His findings seem to complement those of the report of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, a report that we warmly welcome. The report gives a thorough overview and an objective assessment of the international system of minority protection as it is now. Hungary fully agrees with the finding that there is scope for improvement within the existing system, including the Working Group. This delegation agrees with the proposals contained in the report, and believes that they are very much forward-looking. Hungary finds particularly interesting the idea of establishing a Special Representative of the Secretary General on minorities as a further, complementary mechanism.

Having said that, I would now like to concentrate on the modalities of organizing the work of the Working Group.

Both analyses cited above confirm the importance of enhancing dialogue between minorities and governments. In that respect, the importance of the Working Group on Minorities as a forum for dialogue and the identification of problems in general cannot be underestimated. 

Therefore, we very much welcome the efforts to enhance the dialogue within the framework of the Working Group. Clustering of statements by specific groups seems, after a few days’ experience, quite a good way ahead, as it indeed enables the emergence of constructive dialogue. 

Suggestions for further improvements have been heard from Mr. Hadden, from some members of the Working Group and others. I would now like to share with you some of our thoughts and proposals. 

· This year, we see an encouraging evolution in NGO statements. We’ve been hearing better-structured statements, and recommendations coming from minority representatives themselves for finding a solution to a particular problem, as it is done now, are welcome.

· We agree with the proposals that as many statements as possible should be made available in advance, as was already suggested – that could certainly ensure better preparation by governments.

· We consider that the practice of posting documents of the session on OHCHR’s website is good, and hope that the range of documents posted will be enlarged in the future. We would very much welcome if the Working Group’s documents prepared during the past ten years could also be gradually made available on the Internet. 

· We find it useful to have an annotated agenda before the session. If the draft programme of work could be made available to all well in advance, then minority representatives as well as government delegations could make sure to be present at the discussion of the agenda items which are of relevance for them. 

· In our view, the necessary conditions for the proper functioning of the Working Group have to be met. Therefore we support the establishment of a suitable financial framework arrangement that would enable more NGOs and minority representatives to participate.  

· Participants, both NGOs and governments might also wish to think of a way of further streamlining the organisation of our work and participation in it. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We heard with much interest about the results of the regional seminars and the last sub-regional seminar organised in Chiang Mai. Hungary firmly believes that these events play a crucial role in raising awareness of these issues, and facilitate the overview of regional/sub-regional aspects, also somewhat easing in a constructive and complementary way the workload of the Working Group.  

It was also interesting to hear about the excellent results of the Working Group’s visit to Finland, an initiative we deem important and forward looking. 

In light of that, gathering and highlighting thematic examples of best practice should be continued and encouraged. 

Issues pertaining to several domains could be further explored by inviting special mandate holders, Treaty Bodies, independent experts to address the Working Group on Minorities or provide contribution for our discussion. Also regarding communication and cooperation with other UN bodies, we believe that individual communications could be channelled into appropriate bodies, including through the Sub-Commission. 

In the light of recommendations to UN development agencies to include in their work issues of concern for minorities, we should also seek cooperation with UN agencies and specialized organisations which could contribute to the promotion of the situation of minorities in other aspects as well. 

Mr. Chairman, 

A number of propositions have been made by a number of parties. We would appreciate greatly if we could hear the Working Group itself about how they perceive these propositions and what they would themselves deem feasible or desirable. These proposals and ideas expressed are not solely of procedural nature, since they contribute to the prevention of violent conflicts, and go very much along the lines taken by the Secretary General recently.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, it appears to us that an encouraging process of common reflection has now been set in motion. The Hungarian delegation has also tried to make its contribution to assisting a process of renewal and wishes to do so in the future. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The tenth session of the Working Group provides an occasion not only to reflect on the future but to take stock and thank you and all members of the Working Group for your committed work. We hope to continue in this constructive spirit that you have been promoting.

Thank you.

