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STATEMENT BY THE KURDISH HUMAN RIGHTS PROJECT, LONDON

Dear Chairperson,
I speak on behalf of The Kurdish Human Rights Project (KHRP). The KHRP is an independent, non-political, non-governmental organisation committed to protecting the human rights of all persons living within the Kurdish regions irrespective of race, religion, sex or political persuasion. It is based in Britain and was founded in 1992. Since its establishment KHRP has worked on minority issues in Turkey, Syria, Iran and Iraq. The rights of the Kurds have not been fully recognised by any of these countries. Over the years, KHRP has used existing international human rights mechanisms. Unfortunately, the time does not allow me to talk about Kurdish rights in each of these countries, I therefore will concentrate on Turkey. 

In 2003, the European Court of Human Rights found Turkey in at least one violation of the European Convention in 76 cases, most of which are cases brought by Kurds. Turkey does not abide by its international obligations, it has not yet ratified the Optional Protocols to the ICCPR or the ICESCR and it does not fulfil its reporting obligations under other UN treaties. Turkey also has not ratified the Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities nor Protocol No. 12 to the European Convention on Human Rights which regulates the general prohibition of discrimination by the public authorities.

From our experience, in particular in relation to Turkey, we would like to stress that the promotion of mutual understanding among the Kurdish minority and the Government would hugely benefit from the full implementation of participatory rights which are mainly enshrined in basic civil, political, social and cultural rights. The situation facing Turkish and Kurdish people is now critical. During the 15 years of armed conflict, 30,000 lives have been lost. The security of all peoples in Turkey lies in acknowledging the Kurds as a distinct people who must be politically recognised as such. The KHRP believes that the UN Working Group on Minorities provides a platform for the discussion of possible solutions regarding the Kurdish issues. Therefore, we would like to recommend the following:

- To guarantee equal political representation for Kurds, in particular the right to freedom of association 

Turkey has an extensive record of banning a succession of pro-Kurdish political parties. This record has been condemned by the European Court of Human Rights on numerous occasions. The latest Kurdish party, Democratic People’s Party (DEHAP), which is facing closure was the leading party in 12 provinces in the Kurdish regions in the general elections of November 2002. It scored an average of 47 per cent of votes in Diyarbakır, Batman, Şirnak, Hakkari and Van. Despite this show of public support, DEHAP did not gain any seats in Parliament as the Turkish electoral system denies them to parties gaining less than 10 per cent of the vote nationwide. 

- To ensure personal safety, freedom of expression and fair trial rights to Kurdish politicians and Kurdish human rights defenders and any other Kurdish individual

There are persistent and continuing reports of the harassment of HADEP and DEHAP members. Also human rights defenders face persecution: according to information received by KHRP and its partner organisation the Human Rights Association of Turkey (IHD), 41 HADEP offices were raided and 393 formal arrests of HADEP members were made in 2002. Eren Keskin, the Chair of the Istanbul Branch of IHD has had at least 86 trials opened against her for her human rights activities apart from attacks on her personal integrity.

- To recognise the fundamental role of the media in protecting and promoting democracy

Although we welcome the recent reforms which led, inter alia, to the abolition of the redoubtable Article 8 of the Anti-Terror-Law (“propaganda against the indivisible unity of the State”) we are concerned about the situation of freedom of expression, in particular in relation to the Kurdish minority. There persists the widespread persecution of journalists, writers and publishers who express oppositional political opinions, including pro-Kurdish opinions. Journalists etc are frequently detained and prosecuted for separatist propaganda as the cases of Özgür Gündem v Turkey (No. 23144/93, 16 March 2000), which under its new name Yenidem Özgür Gündem still faces persecution.

- To guarantee social and cultural rights, in particular linguistic rights
Although we welcome the general admittance to broadcast in the “language traditionally used by Turkish citizens in daily live” we are concerned about its lack of implementation. Not a single Kurdish language channel has yet received full permission to broadcast. 

General Recommendation
To ensure the implementation of these main participatory rights we urge the UN Working Group on Minorities to set up special mechanisms such as a special representative or rapporteur on minorities, with a specific mandate to carry out monitoring, fact-finding and preventive diplomacy, and to recommend possible solutions for the prevention of conflicts. In particular, he or she would monitor the implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. 
Thank you for your attention.
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