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S T A T E M E N T

on behalf of Ambassador Rolf EKEUS,
the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Working Group,

I have the honour to take the floor on behalf of Ambassador Rolf EKEUS, the High Commissioner on National Minorities of the OSCE - the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe. My name is Krzysztof Drzewicki and I am a senior legal adviser to the High Commissioner.
I would like to present very briefly information on certain measures taken by the High Commissioner, measures which are of direct relevance to the activity of the Working Group on Minorities.

Before doing so, I would like to congratulate you, Mr Chairman, on your ten years-long chairmanship of this Working Group which has been a success story. We are very glad to hear, Mr Chairman, that you will continue your work in the wider field of minority and human rights. Our congratulations and good luck for You.
According to the original mandate of 1992, the High Commissioner on National Minorities is an instrument of conflict prevention at the earliest possible stage in regard to situations concerning national minorities. With such a preventive approach the High Commissioner developed and widely used recommendations addressed to specific countries on a confidential basis. Gradually the High Commissioner also developed his thematic approach. Through the course of years of intense activity, the High Commissioner has identified certain recurrent issues and themes which have become the subject of his attention in a number of States in which he has been involved. Among these are issues which finally found their reflection in thematic recommendations. Until now the following recommendations were adopted:
1. The Hague Recommendations regarding the Education Rights of National Minorities (1996);

2. The Oslo Recommendations regarding the Linguistic Rights of National Minorities (1998);
3. The Lund Recommendations on the Effective Participation of National Minorities in Public Life (1999);

4. Guidelines on the Use of Minority Languages in the Broadcast Media (2003).
All these instruments are available in several languages free of charge from the Office of the High Commissioner on National Minorities and may be accessed electronically at: www:osce.org/hcnm/documents/recommendations.
The texts of Recommendations and Guidelines contain both the very normative provisions set out in paragraphs as well as “Explanatory Notes” which provide extensive explanations and comments on paragraph-by-paragraph basis.
The Recommendations and Guidelines are texts drawn up by recognized international experts with a view to achieving an appropriate and coherent application of relevant minority standards. They largely are a response to standard-deficit in the field of minority rights, a deficit which is sometimes painful for such a pragmatic practitioner as the High Commissioner has been. Without going into legal disputes on their legal status, it is significant that these Recommendations and Guidelines have all served as references for policy- and law-makers in a number of States. They may also be useful directly for members of minorities and their non-governmental organizations. 
Mr Chairman, before concluding I would also like to inform you that recently the High Commissioner on National Minorities finalized a series of consultations with numerous independent experts on the complex set of issues regarding non-citizens and protection of minority rights. It is envisaged that guidelines on this issue be drawn up in due time.

Thank you for your attention.

