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Thank you Mr Chairman. My name is Leena Chakma. I represent Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) based in Dhaka, Bangladesh and Chakma Tribal Community as well. I would like to focus on the situation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts.

The Chittagong Hill Tracts situation had resulted in serious human rights violations in the past and still continuing in some respect. For two and half decades since 1975, the indigenous Jumma peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh have been subjected to serious human rights abuses including large scale massacres, arbitrary detention, torture and extrajudicial executions. The" Planned Population Transfer" of over half a million Bengali plains settlers worsened the situation and created a permanent focus for violence between the illegal settlers and the indigenous Jumma peoples.
 

The violence in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, developed during years of armed confrontation and allowed human rights violations to be committed in the majority of cases with impunity. The main perpetrators have been the law enforcement personnel and groups close to the army within the Bengalis settlers. The consistent human rights abuses including massacres of the Jummas by the Bangladesh security forces and the illegal plain settlers forced 70,000Jummas, about 10% of the total Jumma population to seek shelter in Tripura State of India in 1986, 1989 and 1993. 


To end the long term problem and violation in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, on 2 December 1997, an agreement generally known as the ''Peace Accord'' was signed between the National Committee on Chittagong Hill Tracts and the Parbhatia Chttagram Jana Sanghati Samiti (PCJSS) in the presence of highest government authorities in Bangladesh.
  The most salient feature of the Accord is the establishment of the Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council ''comprising the Local Government Councils of the three Hill Districts''.

The peace accord is facing a number of difficulties regarding implementation which require urgent and continued attention.

· Accord is not recognized by the main opposition party at that time (now ruling party BNP).  Sadly, the peace accord has like many other important issues in the country been caught in the cross confrontation of Bangladesh party politics. 

· the withdrawal of the army from certain camps which, despite the provisions of the accord, has been only partially implemented; 

· the possession of land which continues to remain unresolved;

· Tribal authorities have complained that the decisions of the Implementation Committee which met four times between March and November 1998 were not implemented and the process has been further confused by the fact that the committee did not record the minutes of its proceedings.

The BNP government with Muslim fundamentalist components like Jamat-e-Islam opposed the Peace Accord when it took place. Immediately after coming to power, the new government has ordered to stop all developmental programs undertaken by the previous government in the CHT. So the Jumma people are very much skeptical about the policy of the new government towards the CHT and the CHT Accord. 

Failure to implement the peace accord has resulted very critical situation in present time. Past incidents of gross human rights violations have rarely been investigated. In a few cases when official commissions of inquiry have been set up and responsibility for violations were believed to have been established, the reports were not made public and no action was taken against any army personnel involved.

Recommendations 
· Efforts in peace-building need to include the development of a fair and impartial judicial system, human rights education programs, human rights training for police and the judiciary.

· In maintaining law and order, the international human rights and criminal justice standards should be observed.  No one should be arrested arbitrarily on account of peaceful political activity or peaceful exercise of the right to freedom of expression as set out in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

· Some of the main provisions of the peace accord, including the rehabilitation of all returned refugees, settlement of land confiscated from the tribal people and withdrawal of non-permanent army camps, have to be fully implemented.

· Native title over the land have to be recognized and local customs and culture should be upheld, as per the UN Declaration on Minorities, Article 1 which protects the right to cultural identity. 

· A special independent and impartial commission should be established to investigate past human rights violations by all sides. Its findings should be made public and all those found responsible for abuse should be prosecuted. 

· Economic and Social rights should be implemented for the betterment of the social and economic conditions of the Jumma people, including the right to a sustainable livelihood, the right to basic social services like health, education, housing and welfare. 
· In all of the above, particular attention should be paid to the situation of women.
· Besides the law and order situation the national and international NGOs and development agencies, including UNDP can take measures to improve the economic and social conditions of the Jumma people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Measures can be as follows: 

1. Low-cost Housing Project for the Refugees and Development of Village Roads through Food for Works

2. Agriculture and Horticultur Project

3. Irrigation project

4. Afforestation 

5. Establishment of free Medical Service Centre

6. Sinking of deep Tube-well and Ring-well in the Refugee Villages

7. Water-sealed sanitary Latrine. 

8. Establishment of Fruit wood processing Factory

9. Promotion of Primary Education 

After the peace accord, conflict began between the United Peoples’ Democratic Front (UPDF), with some Jumma youths and the pro-peace accord groups. The result of this is that the Jummas get to kill each other, and a long-lasting enmity is planted among them. The government on the other hand, appears to be taking advantage of this intra- conflict of the Jumma people in various ways such as, giving settlement of the settlers in the CHT. Nowadays the military has re-opened their check-posts to control the movement of the Jumma people throughout the CHT in the name of law and order. Some people wonder whether the UPDF has government connections.
Lasting peace and democratic governance can never be achieved in the CHT until and unless the military are withdrawn to their barracks and the Bengali settlers are withdrawn from the CHT to their original home district (plains of Bangladesh). 
� References: Oxfam International Investigation Mission report, The Refugees in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh. By Ven. Sumanalankar Mahathero, Human rights in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, a report amnesty international, Elusive Peace in the Chittagong Hill Tracts by Human Rights Features, New Delhi, India, The report of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on Human Rights situation in CTG hill tracts, UN Doc. Jumma People in Bangladesh by South Asia Forum for Human Rights.


� However, at least three smaller political groups in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, namely the Hill Students Council, the Hill Peoples Council and the Hill Women Federation challenged the right of the PCJSS to be the sole representative of the tribal people and sign the accord on their behalf. They also criticised the Accord because the Accord failed to address the question of constitutional recognition of the distinct identity of the Jummas. They have been demanding, autonomy with a self governing legislature, withdrawal of illegal plainsmen settlers and military camps and return of the lands to the original Jumma owners. 


� Other provisions are:


Tribal Law and Community adjudication shall be within the jurisdiction of the Regional Council.


Any new law in connection with the Chittagong Hill Tracts will be enacted in consultation and on advice of the Regional Council. 


Provisions relating to rehabilitation of tribal refugees and internally displaced tribals, 


Provisions for land survey in consultation with the Regional Council to finally determine land ownership of the tribal people through settling the land-disputes on proper verification and shall record their lands and ensure their rights thereto. 


Disputes will be settled by a Land Commission with a minimum tenure of three years and in consonance with the law, custom and practice in force in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 


It commits the government to take back in phases all temporary camps of the army and the Village Defence Force after the return of PCJSS members ''to normal life''. 


All job vacancies are to be filled by the permanent dwellers of the Chittagong Hill Tracts with priority given to the tribals. 


A Ministry for the Chittagong Hill Tracts is established with a minister appointed from the tribal people.


� Other difficulties are: 1. slow pace of implementation by the government and important parts of the peace agreement was never implemented; 2. the position of the disaffected political groups in the Chittagong Hill Tracts who consider the accord to have failed to respond to their aspiration of full autonomy.


� There are several hundred non-permanent military camps with some 20,000 soldiers spread all over the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Although the accord provides for the withdrawal of such military camps, so far, only 32 temporary army camps have been lifted.�


� The Refugees in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh. By Ven.   Sumanalankar Mahathero








