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I do not know whether the question of the future role of the Working Group on Minorities means that the Working Group will be dissolved or whether the Working Group will continue.  If it is a question of whether the Working Group will be dissolved, it is the position of Afrodescendants that it should not be dissolved.  Afrodescendants take the position that discontinuing this Working Group would be a devastating, crushing blow to us and to others.
The Working Group on Minorities has been the primary factor in collecting together 250 million souls who have been left out of human rights protection.  We were lost from each other and from knowledge of our rights.  But for the existence of this working group 250 million souls would not have the awareness that they had no recognized existence within the UN system.  Due to the guidance and efforts of this Working Group, we Afrodescendants have learned that we have a right to an identity – it is our human right.  What greater work can be done by the UN than to give life to a people?  The Working Group, in my humble opinion, is a peace-keeping mechanism.
This Working Group is the one place where minorities can have direct dialogue with several of the experts and with States.  The Working Group on Minorities has responded to us from the first intervention we made.  They have issued papers to guide minorities, they have dialogued with us and they have organized regional seminars in which have greatly benefited us.
If the question is whether to appoint a Special Rapporteur to replace the Working Group, we Afrodescendants take the position that a Rapporteur could not possibly serve the needs of our people in the manner that this Working Group has served and is serving.  Rapporteurs are invited into the State by the State, and the State tells them where they can go and who they can see.  The grassroot people who are in need of assistance, rarely ever do they know the special rapporteur is in the country let alone hear him or her speak or speak with him or her.  For example, when the Special Rapporteur on Racial Discrimination made a visit to the United States, we, a NGO with consultative status, had no awareness of his visit until after he was gone.  
We Afrodescendants are going to take part in helping to fund the Minorities Project under the Annual Appeal. That is how much we want this work to continue.

