RESPONSE TO HEAD OF KENYA`S  DELEGATION REACTION

       TO ISSUES RAISED IN  THE STATEMENT OF TERIK  PEOPLE

                                     June 1,2005, Geneva.              

1. I would like to commend the head of Kenyan delegation  for his candid admission that this is the first time he has ever heard about the Terik ethnic group. But his statement that Kenya is made up of 42 ethnic groups belies this admission. May I remind him that there are other 41 unrecognized tribes, including Terik, in Kenya today. This brings the total number to 83. 

2. The distinguished delegate addressed himself to an issue I did not raise by saying that voluntary assimilation should be encouraged. My complaint is about forced assimilation and I have provided, to the Working Group on Minorities, documented proof of this.

3. He says that the present constitution takes care of minority issues and yet encourages me to lobby to have the “Bomas” draft constitution adopted by the government. This, in itself, is indication that the draft constitution, and not the present constitution, is best suited for all Kenyans including minorities.  

4. He says that the Land Reform Commission provides solutions to minority land problems. This Commission, like many others before it, will not offer any meaningful solution to minority problems regarding land. This explains why we have recommended, under “Special Procedures”, that a Special Rapporteur  be assigned to Kenya with this mandate, including also the Special Rapporteur on indigenous issues.

5. He justifies the suffering of minorities by saying that even major communities were marginalized during the Moi era. Does he mean to say two wrongs make a right? May I remind him that major communities were treated better during the Moi Administration than minorities are being treated by the present regime. The major communities were better represented in government then than minorities are  today.

6. Finally, it is common knowledge that ethnicity was never a creation of the British as stated by the head of delegation. The British only exploited the ethnicity factor to their advantage through the ‘Divide and Rule’ means.                           
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