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THE POLITICAL MARGINALIZATION OF THE COPTS 
    As far as political participation of the Copts is concerned, it has been increasingly difficult for them to succeed in elections at all levels of representation. To compensate for that, the President of the country appoints a handful of Copts in the legislative assembly. In the 2000 elections, for example, out of 444 MPs, a handful of Copts were appointed and only 2 were publicly elected. In the previous parliamentary elections held in 1995, the ruling party nominated 439 candidates on its lists; none of them was a Copt. The ruling party did the same thing when it nominated its candidates for the elections of the Consultative (Shura) Council.

     In local governments Copts have no existence at all. More gravely, Coptic candidates who were nominated by opposition parties, and those who ran as independents, were confronted by competing candidates of the NDP ruling party using anti-Christian slogans to dissuade Muslims from voting for them, and to scare Copts off polling stations. Of the 57 Coptic candidates who championed the experience of a hoped for democracy by which they could share in running the affairs of their country, none was elected.

     There are no city mayors, governors or university deans who are Copts, neither are there any Coptic school head-teachers of state schools. In addition, there are hardly any high-ranking Copts in the military, the police force. Moreover, Copts are excluded from the intelligence service and the presidential staff on security grounds. Copts in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs account for less than 2 per cent of the employees. In the field of education, there are no Coptic deputy ministers, regional directors of education, or university presidents; and there are currently no Copts out of more than 200 faculty deans.

   At the level of the executive authority, there have been no more than two cabinet ministers since the early seventies 
     I am not going to mention the details of the process of poisoning the public opinion over the years, a process which created an image of an ‘infidel’ Copt who can not be equal to a Muslim ‘believer’. 
     Suffice it to say that many players contributed to the creation of this image and effectively set up the stage for the Copts’ socio-political exclusion.  

   I must reiterate, however, that the whole process began with the constitutional change that took place in the seventies and the eighties, and that planted the seeds of a stringent Islamic polity incompatible with democracy and human rights. The state-run media and the semi-official press had a leading role which also began in the early seventies. Then the education system followed in applying its discriminatory practices. As the hysterical propaganda heightened, and in many incidents by Muslim preachers, attacks against Copts, their churches and their properties and lives escalated until they culminated in massacres in the eighties and the nineties. Details of such sectarian attacks against the Copts had been already submitted to the then UN Center for Human Rights on April, 1996, February 1997, and UN Commission on Human Rights in May 2000.
PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

    As the Coptic minority situation has been overlooked for very long and is now getting worse and more complicated to a degree at which Copts leave their country en mass, I would like to suggest to the honorable WGM to nominate an independent expert on minority issues to study the whole situation In addition, I would like to urge the government of Egypt to abide by international standards in dealing with the Coptic grievances. 

    On the national level, following are suggested solutions to help implement the UN declaration on minorities:

     First, with respect to the realization of effective participation of Copts in political and public life:
1) Minority Rights of the Copts and the Nubians should be guaranteed in the Egyptian Constitution. In particular, the Egyptian Constitution and laws, especially family status laws,  should guarantee the rights of Christian Copts, and provide for the protection of their identity, in conformity with the Declaration of Persons Belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic Minorities as well as other UN declarations and covenants.;
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2) Creating a democratic formula and system by which Copts are fairly represented in all legislative and representative bodies; 
3) There should be fair representation of Copts in all governmental positions including the decision-making posts by using the mechanism of Affirmative Action; 

     Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to report to you and the honorable members of the WGM that the Canadian Egyptian Organization for Human Rights has recently participated in a Conference on Egyptian Constitutional Reform held in Cairo, where the above-mentioned suggestions have been presented. 

    Secondly, with regard to freedom of belief and to practice religion, the Egyptian government should see to it that:
4) The ‘Hamayouni’  Decree of the Ottoman Empire issued in 1856 and  the  Ten  Ministerial restrictive rules of building and renovating churches, which were issued in 1934, be replaced by a new law, as recommended in 1972 by an Egyptian Parliamentary Commission, laying the same rules for building and renovating all places of worship: 
     This suggestion and others relevant ones, Mr. Chairman, have been already submitted by my organization to the government of Egypt and its legislature. 
    Thirdly, on the educational and cultural levels:

5) Principles of Human Rights, with emphasis on tolerance and anti-discriminatory concepts, should be included in the educational curricula, especially at primary and secondary school levels; 

6) To change the negative stereotyped image of Copts, created by fanatics, Coptic history, tradition and culture should be presented through the media and the press to all Egyptians as part of the national common heritage; 

7) Coptic history and culture, which covers two thousand years of Egypt’s history, should be included in school and university curricula; 

8) Christian, Jewish and Muslim common moral values and tenets should be taught to children, rather than poisoning their thoughts with inaccurate and twisted views on other religions. This suggestion had been made many times by the Coptic Patriarch and was commended by the late President Sadat, but has never been materialized;

9) Cultural and national themes should, instead, be disseminated publicly to restore mutual respect, harmony and social peace; 

10) The founding of a department of Coptic studies in one of Egypt’s universities. 

   To conclude, the UNESCO can, and should, contribute to the protection of the Coptic culture, for example, through the rebuilding of the Cairo-based Coptic Institute for Higher Studies, which has never been funded by the Egyptian government. Also, the UNESCO can, and should, provide technical support to a program of teaching the subject of human rights in the Egyptian educational system.

     It is interesting to note, Mr. Chairman, that these suggestions are in line with what was suggested several times by the Special Rapporteurs on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, where we read “.... The schools, as an essential component of the educational system, can provide a prime and fertile terrain for lasting progress with respect to tolerance and non-discrimination in connection with religion and belief.” (E/CN.4/1996/95, dated 15 December 1995, paragraph 18, p.3).;

      Mr. Chairman, what I am demanding here is the implementation of the culture of co-existence and cooperation between and among the majority and the minority communities in order to have genuine peace and sustainable development in our country. 

     Realizing this objective, in my view, will have its positive repercussions on the whole region of the Middle East.

Thank you Mr. Chairman 
