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Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen,


On behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is my pleasure to welcome you today to this open-ended expert consultation meeting organized by OHCHR which will explore the relationship between human rights, the inclusion, acceptance and integration of migrants in host societies, and their contribution to development in both origin and destination countries. It is my special pleasure to thank the eminent experts who have agreed to join us as panelists today, some travelling from very far, to share their knowledge and recommendations with us on these issues which are currently at the forefront of political debates in all parts of the world. 

I also wish to extend a special welcome to our sister UN agencies representing the Global Migration Group, with whom we work closely together to advocate for a human rights approach to migration.

Today’s seminar is organized to support States and other stakeholders preparing for discussions during the upcoming Global Forum on Migration and Development in Athens next month (from 2 to 5 November 2009). The theme of the seminar closely mirrors that of Roundtable 2, session 1, of the Forum, entitled “Inclusion, protection and acceptance of migrants in society – linking human rights and migrant empowerment for development”. This important roundtable session will continue deliberations, initiated at the Forum in Manila last year, on the connection of “migration, development and human rights”. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,


Allow me to make a few observations to highlight why from the point of view of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, migration empowerment, development and human rights are indeed inextricably connected. 


First, OHCHR believes that it is not possible to talk about real development benefits of migration in the absence of human rights. As is generally accepted today, development cannot be defined in narrow economic terms. As the United Nations Development Programme usefully informs us, development, in a more fundamental sense, has to be understood in terms of a process which expands the choices people have to lead lives that they value. Once, we shift the focus to “human development” it is obvious that development outcomes and human rights are closely interlinked. 


This also means that, when considering the development benefits of migration, attention should be paid not only to net contributions to economic growth, but also to how migration can be an empowering experience for migrants themselves and for their home and host societies. The recently published UNDP Human Development Report (2009), which is dedicated to the overall theme of migration, also makes this point, stating that empowerment, defined as the freedom to act in pursuit of personal goals and well-being, can be enhanced through migration. Translated into human rights terms, migration can be an important means for migrants and their families to improve life conditions and realize human rights. 

Such benefits of migration, however, do not occur automatically, but depend, to a large extent, on supportive policy measures. 
This brings me to a second observation, namely that one cannot meaningfully talk about inclusion, acceptance and integration in the absence of human rights. 
Today, one of the key obstacles hindering migrants’ integration and equal access to human rights in host societies is persistent anti-migrant sentiments and discriminatory practices. Such sentiments and practices are often reinforced by legislation, regulations and policies to restrict migratory flows, as evidenced by the increasing tendency to criminalize irregular migration. The global economic crisis and rising unemployment have further aggravated these trends. Addressing negative perceptions of migrants within host communities is therefore a key element of promoting their integration and enhancing the contribution of migrants to development. 

Migrants who are socially integrated and are given the opportunity to do ‘decent’ work are more productive and contribute more to society than those who are exploited and socially excluded. Apart from protection from discrimination, the integration of migrants presupposes the effective protection of a range of human rights, such as the right to just and favourable conditions of work; the right to adequate health, adequate housing; and to education. 
My third observation concerns the contribution of migration to economic development in host countries. While the economic benefits of migration are well documented and generally accepted, the benefits of migration do not necessarily accrue equally to all sectors of society. In particular, migrants may be seen as an unwelcome competition for local workers. Addressing such perceptions, real or imagined, is of fundamental importance to promoting the acceptance and inclusion of migrants in society. 
Moreover, while it is important to document and highlight the co-benefits of human rights and economic development, we should avoid the trap of reducing human rights to their instrumental value for development. Under international human rights treaties, States are legally bound to protect the human rights of migrants, irrespective of their net contribution to the economies of destination countries. The fact that migrants may prefer sub-standard working conditions abroad to unemployment at home cannot serve as a justification for discriminatory policies and practices which marginalize migrants as a second class work force.

Distinguished Participants, 

Allow me to conclude by highlighting one central concern which I believe underlies much of the debates around the human rights of migrants. 
Under international human rights law, according to the principles of equality and non-discrimination, States must, as a general principle, ensure equal treatment between nationals and migrants, including those in an irregular situation. However, States do make distinctions in the level of rights granted to nationals and non-nationals and such distinctions are not necessarily contrary to international human rights law. Indeed, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, distinguishes between the rights of migrants with regular and irregular migration status. 
Therefore, a key challenge is to further clarify the limits of legitimate restrictions of rights under different forms of migration schemes, including various forms of temporary and circular migration. Here again, international human rights treaty bodies provide guidance. For example, these bodies have clarified that the basic economic, social and cultural rights which must be guaranteed for all migrants, irrespective of their migratory status, include the right to equal treatment with nationals in respect of remuneration and conditions of work;
 the right to primary and emergency medical care;
 and the right to education for all school-age children,
 including full access of unaccompanied and separated children outside their country of origin to formal and informal education and vocational training at all levels.
 
Excellencies, 
I have the pleasure to inform you that “Ensuring the realization of human rights in the context of migration” is one of OHCHR’s global thematic strategic priorities as decided by High Commissioner Pillay for 2010-2011. In this regard, OHCHR looks forward to working closely with you and all partners on this important issue. 

Today’s discussions, guided by our eminent experts and the significant expertise present in the room, will certainly be highly interesting and challenging. I wish you success in your deliberations.  

Thank you for your attention.
� International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, article 25(1). For example, the Migrant Workers Committee mentions unequal treatment of seasonal workers as an issue in its Concluding Observations on the State report of El Salvador and suggests that the State Party take all necessary measures to ensure that seasonal workers enjoy their right to the same treatment as national workers, particularly in respect of remuneration and conditions of work (CMW/C/SLV/CO/1 (CMW, 2009), para. 38). See also CESCR General Comment No. 18: The right to work, para. 23.


� Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 14, The right to the highest attainable standard of health, para. 34; General comment no. 19: The right to social security, para. 37.


�. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 13, The right to education, para. 34.


� Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment No. 6: Treatment of unaccompanied and separated outside their country of origin. 
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