The Human Rights Council – 12th session 

Panel discussion on “human rights of migrants in detention centres”

1000 -1300, 17 September 2009 
Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva

Topic

Human rights concerns related to the situation of migrants in detention centres.

Date

17 September 2009, from 10.00 to 13.00, during the twelfth session of the Human Rights Council.

Background

At its eleventh session, in June 2009, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 11/9 entitled “The human rights of migrants in detention centres” by which it decided to hold a panel discussion on the matter at its twelfth session. 

Focus and objectives

International human rights mechanisms, including the human rights treaty bodies and special procedures of the Human Rights Council, have given increasing attention to human rights concerns related to the recourse to detention of migrants and the duration and conditions of their detention. These concerns have been echoed in recent resolutions of the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council, which call on States to put an end to arbitrary arrest and detention of irregular migrants and to adopt alternative measures to detention.

The panel is intended to be practical and forward-looking, focussing on the key issues that the international community needs to take into account to address the matter. 

The objectives of the panel are: 
(a) To discuss the current trends, good practices, challenges and possible approaches to address the issue of detention of migrants and explore ways to promote and protect their human rights;
(b) To elaborate on how to reduce the recourse to and duration of detention for persons who enter or remain in a country in an irregular manner and how to provide them with appropriate access to due legal process.
Speakers and panelists

Moderator: President of the Human Rights Council

Opening remarks: Ms. Navanethem Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Panelists:
Panelists with recognized knowledge and expertise on the matter in different regions of the world will make presentations of the issues discussed. Experts identified include:  

· Mr. El Hadji Malick SOW, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on arbitrary detention 
· Mr. Jorge A. BUSTAMANTE,  Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
· Mr. Abdelhamid EL JAMRI, Chairperson of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, 
· Ms Vanessa LESNIE, representative of national human rights institution (Australian Human Rights Commission)
· Mr. Ashley William Bonaventure GOIS, representative of non-governmental organization (Migrant Forum in Asia) 

Due to time and format constraints, arrangements will be made for representatives from other UN bodies, such as the High Commissioner for Refugees, to participate from the floor. As per Council practice, arrangements will also be made for Governments with high level participation, to make statements from the floor on a priority basis. 
Format 

The keynote addresses and the presentations of the panelists will be followed by an interactive discussion, in which Members and observers of the Council are invited to make questions and comments to the panelists. This discussion will be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists). The interactive debate will be followed by concluding remarks from the moderator. 

The modalities of the panel are: 3 minutes for Members states and 2 minutes for observers of the Human Rights Council. 

Member States, human rights mechanisms, international organizations, national human rights institutions, and NGOs are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to the modalities and the practice of the Council. In particular, NGO coordination is strongly encouraged to maximize the use of time.

Outcome 
The panel debate will serve to raise awareness about the key human rights concerns related to the detention of migrants with a view to further clarifying the applicable safeguards provided by international human rights norms and standards and to identifying best practices in alternatives to detention. An informal summary of the debate will be posted on the OHCHR website. 
� General Assembly resolutions 63/184, OP 9. See also General Assembly resolutions 63/184 and Human Rights Council Resolution 9/5.





