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the Right to be heard
Contribution of Plan International to the 2007 Report of the Human Rights Council on Human Rights and HIV

Scope of this contribution:
There are many interlinked human rights issues of children’s access to prevention, care, and treatment in the context of HIV infection and AIDS. We believe that all these issues will need to be addressed in the 2007 report of the Human Rights Council. We are confident that the issues will be raised by contributions from many sources.
This contribution by Plan is raising one of the issues. It is an issue with which we are familiar as an organisation, and in which we have extensive programming experience. It is neither exclusive nor pre-eminent, but it is a key issue of the rights of children in the context of the global HIV epidemics.

The Convention of the Rights of the Child:

Under Article 12 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child, the signatories have committed themselves to “… assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child.”
HIV prevention – in whose interest?
Preventing HIV infection is in everybody’s interest. But the people who will be most affected by the epidemics in their communities are the children growing up in these communities. Furthermore, their attitudes and behaviours in relation to sex, gender, and drugs will shape the future of these local epidemics. Children are therefore the key actors and primary interest group for HIV prevention, just as people living with HIV are the key actors and primary interest group for HIV treatment and care. 

The rights of children to be heard as actors in response to HIV is recognised in the International Guidelines on HIV/AIDS and Human Rights (2006 Consolidated Version). Paragraph 117 affirms “… the rights of children to be actors in their own development and to express opinions and have them taken into account in making decisions about their lives should empower children to be involved in the design and implementation of HIV-related programmes for children.”
The status of children in programming for HIV prevention
In the discourse on HIV prevention, children are usually referred to as a “vulnerable group”, together with truck drivers, migrants, sex workers, intravenous drug users, and others. This discourse is not compatible with a human rights approach to HIV.
Plan’s consultations with children’s groups in the 65 countries where we work have elicited two major findings:
1. Many HIV prevention programs for children and adolescents are conceived and formulated without meaningful involvement of children. Child participation in these programs often takes the form of co-optation after the objectives have been set and the program has been designed.
2. Children and adolescents, when given the tools, methodologies, and latitude of action, have the capacity to identify the issues that place them at risk for HIV infection, and to contribute significantly to the formulation of appropriate responses. 
What should be done

We recommend that the 2007 Report of the Human Rights Council on Human Rights and HIV contain a clear statement in the form of an additional or revised “Guideline”, that … 
Children and adolescents are the main interest group for HIV prevention, and should be consulted at all levels of the development, implementation, and evaluation of programs and policies for HIV prevention that target young people.
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