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Note No. 2006/327


The New Zealand Permanent Mission to presents its compliments to the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to refer to the latter’s Note GVA2550 of 13 October, concerning the Regulation E/CN.4/RES/2005/84, ‘The protection of human rights in the context of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)’.

In response to the High Commissioner’s request, please find attached comment from the Government of New Zealand on steps it has taken to promote and implement programmes to address the urgent HIV-related human rights of women, children and vulnerable groups. 
The New Zealand Permanent Mission to takes this opportunity to renew to the High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration.

New Zealand Permanent Mission to the United Nations

GENEVA

22 December 2006

New Zealand response to request from the High Commissioner for Human Rights, contained in Note GVA2550 of 13 October, concerning the Regulation E/CN.4/RES/2005/84, ‘The protection of human rights in the context of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)’, on steps taken to promote and implement programmes to address the urgent HIV-related human rights of women, children and vulnerable groups:

In September 2005 the New Zealand AIDS Foundation, with new funding from the Ministry of Health, established the African Health Promotion Programme.  This new programme is an adoption and expansion of the already-existing Refugee Health Education Programme that had been working with refugee communities for some years with the aim of preventing the spread of HIV and building support for those living with the virus. 

The programme was established to provide HIV/AIDS education and safer sex promotion; to promote voluntary HIV counselling and testing; to provide service providers working with African clients cultural support and information around sexual and reproductive health, and to provide initiatives to reduce HIV stigma within the African refugee communities living in New Zealand. 

In March 2006 progressive implementation of the Universal Routine-Offer Antenatal HIV Screening Programme commenced.  The programme’s implementation nation-wide is expected to be completed before the end of the 2007/08 financial year.  So far there has been a high uptake in testing, indicating that the HIV screen is acceptable to women. 
New Zealand acknowledges the progress that has been made over the past three years in mounting an effective response to HIV/AIDS in the Pacific (the primary area of focus of the New Zealand’s International Aid and Development Agency ‘NZAID’) but stresses that there is much more that needs to be done particularly in mobilising leadership across all levels and sectors of society.  NZAID has allocated around $19 million over three years for programmes to combat HIV/AIDS in the Pacific.   All programmes recognise and address the particular human rights issues of women, girls and vulnerable groups.  The key planks of this assistance include: 

· The AusAID Pacific Regional HIV/AIDS Project Competitive Grants Fund

· The implementation of the Regional HIV/AIDS strategy

· The Asia Pacific Leadership Forum

· Maire Stopes International Project to reduce STI and HIV/AIDS amongst high risk populations in Fiji, Tuvalu and Samoa

· Pacific Islands AIDS Foundation 

· UNICEF Youth AIDS programmes

· Transmission of HIV/AIDS programmes

· ADB/GO PNG Condom Marketing project in PNG     

While NZAID support for the Africa region is comparatively small, a major focus of this programme is on HIV/AIDS.   
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