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HIV-Sweden (The Swedish Association for HIV-Positive People) is an umbrella organisation that works on HIV issues at the national level to protect the interests of HIV-positive persons. HIV-Sweden is an ideologically, party politically and religiously independent organisation. The board of HIV-Sweden consists of representatives from the different member organisations.

HIV-Sweden's objectives are to:

combat discrimination and attitudes,

work for the rights of HIV-positive persons,

raise awareness about HIV-positive persons in society, and

work for the return of HIV-positive persons to working life.

We try to achieve our objectives by:

opposing discriminating acts against people with HIV,

spreading information on the way of life with HIV,

co-operating with authorities and organisations that have similar aims, and

influence authorities, members of the parliament and the government so that laws and regulations shall improve life conditions for HIV-Positive people and so that Sweden and its laws comply with different international conventions and recommendations.

HIV-Sweden tries to circulate information to all HIV-Positive persons in Sweden. This also includes the refute of errors and discriminating statements about HIV-Positive persons spread by media, employers etc.

HIV-Sweden is working to promote a change in attitude in relation to HIV within the community. HIV-Sweden regards it as everyone’s responsibility to protect themselves so that the spread of HIV is reduced. This is an important part of HIV prevention.

HIV-Sweden informs people about HIV and about “living with HIV”, how the virus is transmitted and how to reduce the spread of the disease. HIV-Sweden also supports individual HIV-Positive persons in different matters.

Collaborative organisations

HIV-Sweden is a member of The Swedish Disability Federation, HSO, where we have the possibility to engage in political issues concerning disabled people. The main reason for HIV-Sweden being a member within The HSO is that HIV is looked upon as a disability in Sweden.

In regard to that, HIV-Sweden is also a member of The Swedish Organisations' of Disabled Persons International Aid Association, SHIA.

HIV-Sweden is a member of The Swedish Association for Sex Education, RFSU, where we together with other organisations can engage in sexual-political questions.

HIV-Sweden is a part of The co-operative body of the Nordic umbrella-organisations for HIV positive people, NordPol. Within NordPol we discuss matters on the Nordic level for HIV-Positive people. 

HIV-Sweden is also a member of the newly formed European network: HIV-Europe
The HIV/AIDS Civil Society Forum is an informal sub-group for civil society informal consultation of the HIV/AIDS Think Tank, which is a working group of EU Member States, Candidate and EEA countries. Also relevant Civil Society Umbrella Organisations and International Organisations are invited to attend the meetings of the Think Tank.

The Civil Society Forum is comprised of 30 NGOs and other civil society organisations from all over Europe and HIV-Sweden is one of these organisations.
HIV-Sweden’s member organisations:

Posithiva Gruppen: Hiv-positive homo- and bisexual men in Sweden

(www.posithivagruppen.se)

Positiva Gruppen Väst: All HIV-Positive people and their relatives in Western Sweden

(www.pgvast.se)

Positiva Gruppen Syd: All HIV-Positive people in Southern Sweden

(www.pgsyd.nu)

Convictus: It is devoted to supporting HIV-positive individuals with abuse problems, as well as the homeless.

(www.convictus.org)
KCS: An association of women of different nationalities, ages and backgrounds living with HIV/AIDS in Sweden.

(www.kcs.nu)
OASEN: A non-profit, non-partisan, non-denominational organisation for Africans affected by HIV/AIDS, and their close relatives living in Sweden.

(www.kamrat.org)
HIV-Sweden's main issues:

Greater Involvement of People Living with or Affected by HIV/AIDS (GIPA)

GIPA is concept and a document that HIV-Sweden strongly supports. GIPA as a concept was declared at the 1994 Paris AIDS Summit where 42 national governments declared that GIPA is critical to ethical and effective national responses to the epidemic. In short do the concept and the document show how societies and organisations can involve infected and affected persons on different levels.
Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is applicable for all human beings. All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. The human rights are universal and everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.

There are several documents within the area of HIV/AIDS that deals with the relation between the human rights and HIV/AIDS. Many of them are published by UNAIDS.

HIV-Sweden's goal is that all people HIV-positive people should have the same living conditions as other people in the society. Discrimination, stigma and negative special treatment are crimes to the human rights.

Infectiousness

There is a question, among doctors and patients, about how infectious an HIV-positive person is, given medical combined treatment. This is of great importance for legislation and how the general public perceives and looks upon HIV-positive persons. It is also an important factor that HIV-infected persons with successful treatment become less infectious because the epidemic can therefore be contained. HIV-Sweden works for this issue to be given greater prominence in public debate and for scientific research to be promoted.

Dental care

To have a good mouth and dental status is important for HIV-positive persons, not least because both mediations and the virus itself affect it.

Syringe exchange program 

HIV-Sweden supports the syringe exchange program, which has been operating in Sweden since 1987. The program is supported by the WHO but the Swedish government has not made bold to support its activities because the doubts about its effectiveness have hitherto been too great. Activities which have been started up to restrict the spread of HIV and other blood carried infections.

Care and treatment of HIV-positive asylum seekers and undocumented immigrants

In Sweden, these persons only receive the minimum acute sickness care required under Swedish legislation. As a result of this, persons have died in Swedish hospitals. This is a consequence which is completely unacceptable. HIV-Sweden works with hospitals and other voluntary organisations to bring about a change to this.
HIV-Sweden works in this area also via AIDS & Mobility Europe as a national focal point.
Travel and residence restrictions for HIV-positive people
Entry and residence regulations for HIV-positive persons differ from country to country. HIV-Sweden strongly opposes any travel or residence restriction just because of one’s HIV-status.

Sperm washing 

"Pure sperm" is a routine method for separating sperm from seminal plasma in the context of assisted fertilisation. This is a method which is used substantially to reduce the risks of transfer of HIV for couples that want to have children where only the man is HIV-Positive. The method and its special feature is not permitted under Swedish legislation and under the regulations issued by the National Board of Health and Welfare. In Spain and Italy, more than 250 children have been borne after insemination by washed sperm without any child or woman having been infected with HIV. For this purpose, HIV-Sweden is demanding that couples in Sweden which take their responsibility should be able to make use of this method.
The Swedish Communicable Disease Act

The Communicable Disease Act has some repressive features. One is the duty of notification, which means that HIV-positive persons must inform about their HIV-infection during certain circumstances. This places all the responsibility on the HIV-positive person. HIV-Sweden thinks that a statutory duty of notification has a negative effect on the work of infection prevention and can give uninfected persons a false sense of confidence. Effective infection prevention should be built on free will, confidence and mutual understanding.
Compulsory isolation is the other repressive feature. If an HIV-positive person does not comply with the rules of conduct, he can be forcibly isolated for an indefinite period. This is a measure which the Ministerial Committee of the Council of Europe has explicitly rejected. It is deemed that it is unethical and ineffective since HIV-infection is not transmitted through normal social contact.

The responsibility should be shared for preventing further spread of HIV. After more than 20 years of HIV in society, everyone should know how to protect themselves.

Criminal law and HIV

In Sweden, several persons have been convicted to long imprisonment, deportation and damages. This is something HIV-Sweden has been involved in by supporting HIV-Positive people that are being prosecuted of spreading the virus. HIV-Sweden feels that everything isn’t done in a correct matter all the times and that many of the HIV-Positive people being prosecuted already are convicted before trial.

Other topics

The above are some of the main issues that HIV-Sweden is working with. Other topics that we are or have been working with includes for instance HIV-positive young people, side-effects, vaccine research, positive living, counselling, insurance issues and of course care and treatment in general.
For Further information dont´t hesitate to contact us:

HIV-Sweden

Tjurbergsgatan 29
S-118 56 STOCKHOLM 
Sweden        
         
Phone: +46-8-714 54 10 
Fax: +46-8-714 04 25 
E-mail: info@rfhp.se    
Webbsite:www.rfhp.se
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