FAO’s activities in support of Commission on Human Rights Resolution 2005/84 
The protection of human rights of women, children and vulnerable groups in the context of HIV and AIDS.
The mandate of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations is to raise levels of nutrition, improve agricultural productivity and to improve the lives of rural populations. Achieving food security for all is at the heart of FAO’s efforts – to ensure that people have regular access to enough high-quality food to lead active and healthy lives. In line with its mandate, and its commitment to the Millennium Development Goals, FAO has been working towards securing the rights of women, children and vulnerable groups in the context of HIV and AIDS.

The Organization recognizes that food security and poverty alleviation cannot be achieved without the full and equal participation of women and men and recognition of their basic needs and rights. Access to adequate food is the most basic of human rights. Food security means access to adequate quantities of safe, acceptable and nutritious food for all people at all times.  Poverty, food insecurity and livelihood vulnerability fuel the HIV epidemic, and may further exacerbate inequalities in rights in ownership and access to agricultural inputs and natural resources. HIV/AIDS is both a determining factor of food security as well as a consequence of food and nutrition insecurity. Migration and adoption of risky livelihood strategies in times of food insecurity increases vulnerability, with women and children particularly exposed. 

Policies and programmes must have a long term perspective and be able to integrate all aspects of rural livelihoods and food security to be effective in mitigating the impacts of HIV and AIDS. FAO promotes a rights-based and people-centred approach to address these challenges. It stresses the importance of non-discrimination and underlines the role of the state in the event of sickness, disability and other causes of lack of livelihood. All policies, plans and activities to fight HIV and AIDS should be assessed against the obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human rights. 
People living with HIV and AIDS have increased nutritional needs, and this must be respected and protected in addition to ensuring that affected households have adequate access to food. Good nutrition can improve the quality of life of people living with HIV and AIDS, and will complement and reinforce the effect of any medication taken. Poverty-induced malnutrition is likely to lead to an earlier onset of full-blown AIDS due to increased susceptibility to opportunistic symptoms and infections. Thus, nutrition and food security programmes can serve both as HIV and AIDS prevention, care and treatment, and mitigation.  

FAO recognises that around half of the adults living with HIV and AIDS worldwide are women, and that women and girls are disproportionately affected by the epidemic. FAO therefore includes a gender perspective in all its work in this area.  The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) is currently the most effective mechanism available to Parties due to its commitment to remove obstacles to women’s basic human rights, as well as working towards equal access to, ownership of and control over productive resources and services. In particular, Article 14 of CEDAW addresses the problems faced by rural women and seeks to ensure that appropriate measures are in place to eliminate discrimination against women and to ensure gender equality in rural areas. FAO has been actively seeking to promote gender equality and reduce discrimination against women by developing guidelines and practical tools for applying socio-economic and gender analysis in collaboration with other actors such as other UN agencies and civil society organizations.

Laws and policies that affirm and protect the rights of women are essential for winning the struggle against HIV and AIDS. FAO studies from Eastern and Southern Africa show that neither statutory nor customary laws grant women the same rights as men with regards to inheritance. The HIV and AIDS epidemic has led to an increasing number of orphans and young widows who are particularly vulnerable to the loss of tenure status, and to losing land, housing and other property upon the death of a husband, father or both parents. FAO works with partners to strengthen the property and inheritance rights of women and children. At the same time, it is also important to reduce women’s and girl’s inequalities in access to and control over productive resources and services as a means of reducing rural poverty, increasing food security and reducing HIV/AIDS transmission. 

FAO has been supporting and will continue to assist Member Countries in formulating appropriate national actions and providing policy advice so that international goals and commitments can be reached. In addition, FAO has been building the capacity of development specialists to incorporate gender and HIV/AIDS concerns in development strategies. FAO plays a leading role in supporting the recovery and rehabilitation of agriculture and enhancing rural people's resilience and ability to recover from human and natural disasters. FAO is part of the United Nations System-wide work programme on ‘Scaling-up HIV/AIDS Services for Populations of Humanitarian Concern’. Under this interagency collaboration, FAO contributes to the identification and reduction of underlying sexual and gender-based factors that lead to vulnerability to AIDS, in order to formulate and support policy and programming interventions that have a direct population-based impact on HIV/AIDS risk reduction and mitigation.
Children are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. When parents fall sick and die as a result of HIV/AIDS, their children are often marginalized and vital agricultural knowledge and life-skills are lost, leaving them vulnerable to hunger, malnutrition and illness. In response to this crisis, FAO provides support to orphans and vulnerable children in Sub-Saharan Africa to improve their agricultural and life skills for livelihood support and food security. FAO also seeks to instil a sense of gender equality and self-esteem in the children, by facilitating learning about HIV and AIDS while the boys and girls also acquire new skills for farming, income-generation and nutrition. 

FAO promotes a multi-dimensional response to the HIV and AIDS crisis which is based on principles that support diversity, gender equality and human rights. The Organization acknowledges that to uphold people’s human rights an enabling social, cultural, political and economic environment is crucial. Governments need to have policies and development strategies that ensure peace, as well as social, political and economic stability and equity, and especially gender equality to protect the basic human rights of women, men, children and vulnerable groups. FAO is fully committed to responding within its mandate to the challenges posed by HIV and AIDS and is ready to establish partnerships for more effective and strategic action in promoting the rights of women, children and vulnerable groups.
