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Dear Dzidek Kedzia and Simon Walker,

Thank you for this opportunity to offer input to your report on ‘the responsibility of transnational corporations and related business enterprises with regard to human rights.’

Attached are the two submissions of the International Network for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-Net).  The first, entitled Steps toward Corporate Accountability for Human Rights: ESCR-Net Report to OHCHR on the Human Rights Responsibilities of Business, includes the contributions of almost thirty civil society organizations and individuals who are participants in ESCR-Net.  The second is a Joint Submission drafted by ESCR-Net, Rights and Accountability in Development, and World University Service (German Committee)-Forum Menschenrechte.  Reiterating the recommendations in our lengthier report, this Joint Submission was opened to organizations and individuals for endorsement on 28 September 2004.  We will continue to collect endorsements until the consultation in Geneva, on 22 October.

We hope that both of these submissions contribute to your report to the UN Commission on Human Rights and to ongoing efforts to strengthen accountability with regard to human rights responsibilities of business, particularly as outlined in the UN Norms on the Responsibilities of Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises with Regard to Human Rights.

Best Regards,

Daria Caliguire
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