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INTRODUCTION

l .  By a let ter dat6d 25 March 1988, the Goverrunent of Colombia invi ted the

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to vis i t  the country

in connect ion with feports on disappearances transmit ted to i t  by the

Group. At ibs twenty-fourth session in lv lay 1988, the Working Group Oecided

to  accept  tha t  inv i tag ion  and,  a t  i t s  twenty - f i f th  sess ion ,  de legated  Mr '

Torne van Dongen and Mr. Diego Garcia-Say6n to carry out the vis i t  on the

Group,s behalf .  The visi t  to colombia took place f iom z4 october bo

2 November  1988.

2. During the vis i t ,  the two members of the mission were received by the

Pres ident  o f  the  Repub l ic ,  the  In l in is te rs  o f  Defence,  Fore ign  Af fa i r6 '  the

Inter ior and Just ic l ,  the President of the Counci l  of  State, bhe

Attorney-Generaf of  the Nat ion, as wel l  as the Attorneys-Delegate for the

Defence of Human Rights, for the Armed Forces and for the NaLional Pol ice'

the vice-president and other judges of the supreme @urt,  the President iar

Acivisers for the Defence, proeecl ion and Pronpt ion of,  Human Rights '  for

Social  Development and for Reconci l iat ion, Rehabi l i tat ion and Normal izat ion'

Ehe Adn in is t ra t i ve  secur i ty  Depar tment  (DAS) ,  the  Nat iona l  D i rec to r  o f

cr iminal Invest igat ion, the Governors of Ant ioquia'and Val le,  as wel l  as

other high off ic ials of the execut ive, including the armed-forces and the

jud ic ia ry ,  bo th  in  the  cap i ta l  and in  the  c i t ies  o f  Mede l l in  and CaI i '  The

members also had the oppoituniby to hold hearings with a great number of

w i tnesses ,  re la t i ves  o f  miss ing  Persons ,  representa t ives  o f  human r igh ts

organ iza t rons  and assoc ia t ions  o i  re la t i ves .  They  fu r ther  met  w i th

dignitar ies of the Roman Cathol ic Church and the committee of laymen of the

Human Rights Commission of the Episcopal Conference, representat ives of

po l i t i ca l  par t ies ,  un ivers i t ies  and educat iona l  ins t i tu t ions '  the  bar  and

the media. As during previous simi lar v is i ts,  the me,rnbers endeavoured'

within the short  t ime avai lable, to hear a var iety of v iews on the complex

sibuat ion of disappearances in Colonbia from dif ferent representat ive

" segments of Cotornt ian pol i t ical ,  Iegal,  rel ig ious and intel lectual l i fe '

The members or the mission also vis i tea the ci t ies of caLi,  l ' lederr in and

Gi rardo t ,  the  la t te r  in  connect ion  w i th  a  fo rum o f  personerog- (mun ic ipa l

o f f i cers )  ( re fe r red  to  in  paras .  33-34)  o rgan ized-uy  t t te  r res ident ia l  Adv iser

for Human Rights, and interviewed one witness in the women's pr ison of

t ' ledel l in.

3. The present report  on the vis i t  ref lects the conversat ions the members

of the mission had in colornbia on the si tuat ion of disappearances and

u=p".L=' i . iut"a thereto. Chapber I I  descr ibes br ief ly the context of

violence in which the problem of disappearances in colornbia has to be

v iewed;  chapter  I I I  con ta i r rs  "  aescr i ie ion  o f  the  qount ry 's  lega l  t t1 - . - - . ,

inst i tut ional f ramework relevant to disappearances, both in i ts theoretrcar

aspects and as regards the pract ical  appl icat ion of legal procedures as

explained in the conversat ions with the relevant auEhori t ies and members of

the legal profession; chapter IV describes the main character is l ics of the

cases of disappearances which the members of the mission were able to study

in debai l  dur i-ng the vis i t  and provicles an evaluaLion of the evidence

received; i t  a lso conLains stal ist ical  information and a graph showing the
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4' The working Group wishes to emphasize that i t  received most varuableco-operat ion, both in the preparat ions for and during the conduct of thevisi t '  in part icular t ron ihe-ort i . "  of  the president ial  Aaviser for theDefence' Frotect ion and Promotion of Human Rights, which acted as co-ordinator' for 
the vis i t '  A11 requests foi  meetings with off ic iars \cere accepted andnost eff ic ient ly.  arranged by that of f ice and no obstacles whatsoever wereencountered by the nembers of the missi"n i., receiving representatives ofnon-governmental  organizat ions, witnesses and rerat ives of , i "" i iJ^; . ;" ; ;" .The member's of the missi"n "niv regret that the senators of the conservativeand l iberal  part ies whom they had contacted were not able to accept theirinvi tat ion for an exchange ol  v iews.

5- r t  shourd be borne in mind that,  as a matter of  pr incipre, the workingGroup on Enforced.or rnvoruntary Disappearances discharges i ts mandate in ahunanitar ian spir i t ,  taking u ,r i r r-" ."usatory approach. The mission toColonbia should be viewed in the same light.

, . 
rr. coNTD(T OF V_I_oLENCE_. ,

6 '  This part  of  the repoit  br ief ly out l ines the context of  v iolence in whichdisappeararces reported in colombia must be considered. For,  in bothintel lectual and pract ical  terms, i t  is not feasible completery to divorce theissue of disappearances from overalr  v iolat ions of human r ights or from thesocio-pol i t ical  processes that have engendered them. part icularry in the caseof colonbia, the conprexities of the situation are such that the working Groupwould not be informing the comnission on Human Rights properly unless itat tempted a br ief  descr ipt ion of them, l in i ted to lhose aspects which i tconsiders necessary for a general  understanding of the conle"t  "" iv l"  i i "urry,there is a wider area of facts and circumstancls that have a bearing on thesi tuat ionr let  descr ibing them would carry the Group wel l  beyond the bounds ofi ts rnandate.

7 '  Attempting to draw a cbmposite picture of al l  the var ious factors thatcontr ibute to the spiral  of  v iolence in coronbia is part icular ly ai t r i " , r i l - i1view of the si tuat ion prevair ing in the country.  First  of  arr ,  an1,generar izat ion about those who play a role perforce rgnores signi f icantvar iat ions in each category. secondly,  theie are stark regional di f ferences.Thirdly,  alr iances among the var ious part ies are constant ly shi f t ing andevolving'  rn the case of colombia, t iererore, 
-s impri f icat ion 
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based  on  the  da tes  on  wh ich  the  cases  t ransm i t t edoccur red-  The pos i t ion  o f  governmentar
members  du r i ng  the  v i s i t  i s  r e f rec ted  i n  chap te rand recommendat ions are presented in chapter  vr  of

s teeped  i n  v i o l ence .
squads ,  d rug
produc ing large
For a number of  years

8. For most of i ts recent history, Colonbia has been
Examples abound of ruthless act ion by guerr i l las, death
traff ickers'  cornmon cr iminars as welr  is publ ic forces,
numbers of v ict ims. fndeed, the facts are astounding.


