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QUESZION OF THE HUMa¥ RIGHTS OF ALL PERSONS SUBJECTED TO
LAWY TORI CF DETENTION CR TIFRISCIMENT, IN PARTICULAR:
QUESSTION OF MISSING AND DIHAPPEARED PERSCNS

Report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
Addendun

1. The Wexking Group on Enforced or Imvoluntary Diszppearances me® on

22 February 1982 at the United Nations Office 2t Goneva during the thirty-eighth session
of the Commission on Human Rights to reviow informetion roceived since the Greoupls

sixth session (30 Wovember 1981 <o 7 December 1981). The present document forms an
addendum to the report to the Commission on Human Rights (E/CW.4/1452) adopted by the
Group at that session and describes the mos: important subsequent developments. Th=
General Assembly at its thirty-sizth session adopted without a vote on 16 December 1981
resolution 36/16% entitled Question of involuntary or enforced disazppearances which is
reproduced in the ammex to this addendum.

'Fiﬁi%fﬁiffhé“ﬂbrking_Grougftq Moxico

- 2% - “The-Working-Group-has—already inforned the COMMiSEioH of the invitation orfaais
by the Goverament of ilexicc to vhe Group for a visit to that country {3/0E.4f1492,
paras. 120~121), As a result of thet invitotion two members of the Vorking Group,

[ Viscount Colville of Culross and Ambassador Luis Varela Quiros, visited liexico from

Nad 11 to 13 vanuary 1982.  This was the first visit cerried out by the Working Group
eince it was established in 1980, The purpose of the visit to Mexico was to establish
direct contacts vith Govermment autheritiss and domestic organigations directly
concerned with enforced or involuntary disappearances. This wvas carried out by the
Working Group within the terms of reference of its strictly humanitarian mardate,
which provides for a public action by the Group which is carried out writh discreiion.
The Working Group was primarily concerned o acquire a balanced accocunt of reporis on
snforced or inveluntary disappearances vhich have reportedly occcurred in IMaxico.

3. Prior to the wisit the Vorking Group transmitizé by cable to the Govermment o
reguest $0 meet with a2 rambor of Government officials. - Ahe Group alsc raised by

* cable a mumber of points dealing with 43 reports of anforced or involuntary
dicappearances vkich the Group had reoceived from relatives and vhich it had transmitiod
o the Covernment on 26 Juns 1981 the paints wvere roiscd after the Group had studied
the information reloting to thoss cases vhich the Government had provided on
19 hugust 1680,
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4. During the visit the members cf the Working Lroup hela

memhers of the Miniztry »f lhe Intericr, vhe MHiniustry of Torsid

VB A LT [ -t . -, L . o] 4 3 v CRNE PR ~ -
CoPien mf e AlTernov=General ~f Ghe Renubliog LLan M

A0 LOGATEL, o hup nitorizn instisulion ueb ur I
tc find, inter alin, the wherecbouts of peres 2ifs
Aisappenred ci have failed o return te their armes v t tho
have hod an accideny or heczuse thay hava Tasn crrasisl. T
permission to visit o milisary installation in Mexicc connsct
reports, with diseppearances but it did not preve possible o

5. The members of the Working Group during the visit were ready to receive

infermation From those directly concerned with reperiz of anforced or inveluntary
disappesrances. In this sconnection the members met with representatives of ths
Democratic Lawyers' Naticmal Front end on emother occasion wiih vepraseniatives
Cormittee for ihe Defence of Prisoners; Persecuted and Missing Persons ant Political

Exiles of Mexico.

6. The Goverrment of Mexico assured the Working Orour during the vigit thet it
prepared tc re-open any clesed file or te carzy out new investigations on the 43 rapucts
on 4isappearances tranamitted by the Group tn the CGovermment by the letter dateld

26 Jume 1981 in <he light of the points raised Wy the Warking Croun. Turtneimac
Covernment assured ths Working Group that it was preparing a dossier cn every
particular report and that all the points raised ware going to be dealt with,

especially in the light of new svidence provided by the relatives. The Working Group
was reguested by the Govermnment to inform the relatives of the disappeared that the
Covernment was prepared to co-operate fully with them and to investigate thorcughly
all the reports un¥til they wers satisfied. The members of the Group found that the
system established by LOCATEL would be an impertant method of rreventing enforced cr
involuntary diseppearances and of informing relatives of the whereabouts of family
members who have been arrested and that its effectiveness depanded upon the pclice or
security forces notifying LOCATEL of each arrest. The Government of Mexico stated
that instructions had been given for all arrests to be ncitified to LOCATEL and that
~the -system was being-extended nationwide.-..-The Group nobes thai the LOUATEL mystem
ig in line with recent recommendations of the Council of Burope in this context. The
Office of the Attormey-General alsc operates a compuierized information cellection
service which provides direect news fc the public about any person arrested by the.
federsl authorities and by on increasing number of provincial authoriti=s. 3
T. During its meetings with the representatives of domestic organizations directly
concerned with enforced or involuntary disappearances the Working Grovp was informed
connerning +he operation of gmparo petitions and other legal remedies cvailable -méar
the Mexicsn Constitution te citizens in comnection with enforced or inveluniary
disappearances. The representatives also transmitied further information on
digappearances to the Working Group. The representatives were informed of the
assurances given by the Government to the Working Group about investigations by the
Goverament of reports on enforced or involuntary disappearances, znd the representatives
of the domestic organizations indicated a willingness to provide the autherities uwith
the information they had on disappearances as part of the effert to rssolve the matter.

8, The information received by the members of the Group anl the discussions which
took place during this visit assisted the Group in its mderstanding of reperis cf
enforced or involuntaxry disappearances from Hsxico. At the end of its visit the
Working CGroup made public a communiqué for the press detedl 13 Jopusry 1982, In that
commmnigué the Group expressed its appreciation for the welccme and assistance wihich it
bad received from the Covernmeni of Mexico and represantatives of domestic
crganizatioms alike throughout its sitay in that country. The Group zlsco wishes tc
thank the Division of Human Rights end the Office of the United Hations Development
DProgramme im Mexico City for the assistance they previded in connection with this visit.
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2.  Pursuent tc the discussions between the members of the Group anté the Govermment
the latter, by & letter of 27 Jenuery 1582, transmitted infermsticn tc the Vorking
Group with regary to five repcortedly missing persons. With regerd to one case which
. =nad been brought te the atverticn of the Government on 26 Juns 1981, thc Government
reported thet the uncle of the repbrtele migoing person had
in the Gevermment'c poscsession and that he had sgresd with thet informetion. Vith
» regara to four ofher persons reported as missing by varicus sourcesz, the Gevermment

been given the information

steted i1 had infeormed the relatives in fwo cases of the Government's
with which ithey agreed, and that the mother of two other reportedly missin
stated they were {free zrnd in good healih.

information,

g persons
In its letter of 27 Jenusry the Governmsnt
stated it weas not yet able tc provide a complete report on the matters raise

2 by the

Group end reaffirmed ite readiness

to continue cclisborating with the Group in the

. the United Fations {
. concerning persons reported missing received from the BXI Salveder Ministry of Justice,

future.
Information received from Governments ¢
/L. Since the adoption on 7 December 1981 cf its reports to the Commis sion on Human

‘\—nght gt ite thirty-sighth seession E/LN 4/1492) the Vorking Group has received .
information, in addition to that from the Gevernment of Mexico menticned above in
raregreph 9, from the Governments of El belveder, Honduras, Hicaragus,
Ugande and Uruguey. The information provided by these Governments is on fils with

tha Sec*etarlut ‘d aveilable for consultaticn by members of the Commissicn.

|

1 Helvador

11. By 2 note verb=+e dzted 26 January 1982 the Permsnent Mission of El Selvadeor to
Cffice at Gensve trsnsmitted to the Working Group responces

the Ministry of Defence and Fublic bSecurity, the Commissioner fer the Protection of

Civil and Social Rights of the Cffice of the President of the Revelutionary Governnent

Jurtz and verious police and sscurity forcen in El Selvador. The respcnses dezlt
with some E3% persons reporiedly missing three were report,u by the MMiniet try of
TJustice e bR REITIN Focl By order ﬂf’ﬁEWi zry Judges
arresting anG releasing suciner person. Ccucerning the remeining incividuals the
various scurcss reperted that they were net being held by their order.

(’\@qz the Permanent Hission of El Salvador tc the United Hations Office at Geneva
traLsmlrt=d informstion on a further nine persons; three hadé been relsazed, three
handed over tec courts and three were trensferred to the Ministry of I Uefence. The
Pzrmanent Iission aleo provided further details on $wo cases dealt within the note
vertale of 26 Janusry 1082, -

ig. $he Pe_@aﬁent Misgion of Tl falvador by a note verbsle dated = Febhruary 1982,
to the Working Group the fulleowing statsment in relaticon to the
Cl:rlfl a+1on scught by the Group as mentiencd in paragreph 54 of ite report

JER P e o e £
vt that the Governnent of

Tie Geow.ornusant of D3 cal-edop oan vebsrmination b promotve il
ot for the law an. humen rights and meinteine ile co-operstive foituuu
Viorking Groupy which it hee alresdy dewmcnetroicd repeatedly.

the Philippines,

and the Netionsl Guard revorisa

{m 12 TFebruary
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Hondura s

1%3. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hondurss by a letter daied 7 December 1981,
infermed the Working Group thot a person who had been reported to the Gevernment by
the Group ae miscing in November 1981, hz - been deported fr. 1 Hondurasz to Pename on
2% Hovamber 1931.

ficaragua

14. The Minister for Foreign Affzirs of MNicaragua, in a letter of 237 December 1981,
informed the Working Group that 10 perscns reported zs missing in 197 and 1980 whose
cases had been transmitted to the Govermment by the Werking Group had been remcved
from the report on the situation of humen righte in Nicaregua of the Inter-imerican
Commission on Humsn Rights (see E/CN.4/1492, paras. 126~127). That letter stated
that 1t wss clearly esiablished at the General Assembly of the Crganization of
American States held at Senta Lucia that there were no enforced disappearances in
Nicaragusa. Thet letter also reiterated the Governmentl!s petition that "... the
allegations regarding enforced disappearances in Hicaragua should be declared {
inadmissible, because of the many explanations offered and the complete exonerstion
of our Goverrment by the supreme body for the defance and protection of human rights
in the inter-American system". The Government alsc reiteraied ite readiness to
continue co-operating with the VWorking Group.

The Philippines

15, The Permenent Miszsion of the Philippines to the Tnited Nations Office at Geneva,
by & note verbale dated 10 February 1982, transmitted infcrmation regarding two cases
of enforced or involuntary disappearances on which the Working Group had requested =
information. With regard to one person reported to have been arrested and io have
disappeared in 1976, the Philippine Government stated that a thorough search had been
carried out and that utmost efforts were exerted to ascertain his whereabouts, but te
no avail, Concerning the second person, who was reported to have been arrested and

-0 -have -disappeared dn-June-1980; -the -Philippine Govermment-stated-thet- he-had-been - - -

arrestied snd relesned in May 1980 and tha* there were no repcrted new developments.
That note verbale also gave examples of perscns who had heen reported abread to have
disappeared but who were listed as having been killed in an encounter with Governmer*
troops. The Permanent Mission alsc reiterated the belief that while the Government:.
shared a deep concern for miseing persons in the Philippines, persistent reports
about said alleged disappearances tend to be misleading, and may again be part of the
over-all propaganda efforts of the underground to discredit the Government.

16, The Philippine delegation to the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-

eighth session, by & note verbale, trensmiited toc the Working Group information cn the |
rescue by Government forces on 8 Februsry 1982 after 43 days of captivity of a person |
who had been reported in the press as having disappearsd.

Uganda.

17. The Permanent Representative of Uganda to the United Naiions CGffice at Geneva
by a letter dated 12 February 1982, informed the Werking Group that the person
reporied as having disappeared in Uganda had left the country end recently appeared
at a press conference in London. .
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Jruzuay
18, The representative of . Uruguay to the Commission on Humen Rights, in a letter
dated 7 Januery 1982, trenemitted to the Group the text of & cable of 2 January 1378
from the Foreign Linister cf irgentine tc the Inter—American Commission on Human
Rights in which the entry by eir into Argintine ci a person reported to have
disappeared in Uruguey is confirmed based on & list of pessengers of the particular
flight and a note by the immigration inspector. That cable also stated that the
pertinent steps had been initiated fo determine if that person was still in Argentina.
By a letter of 4 February 1982 the representative of Uruguay to the Commission on
Human Rights informed the Working Group with regard to the report of the disappearsnce
of a child and her parents in Montevideo that begimnming on the day of their reporied
disappearance that family had been lodged in e hotel in a Uruguaysn town on the border
with Brazil. The representative alsc gtated in thet letier that the Uruguaysn
suthorities were still investigating the whereabouts of that family and would inform
the Group of any further information.

Information on enforced or involuntary cisappearances

tren=smitted to Governments

19. Sirce the adoption on 7 December 1981 of ite report to the Commissicn on

Dumen Rights at its thirty-eighth seseicn (E/CN.4/1492), the Working Group, in
acccrdance with its established practice, has transmitted repcrts of enforced or
involuntary disappearances tc the Governments of EL Salvador, Guatemals and Honduras.
The Group trensmitted to the Govermment of El Salvador on various cccasions reports
of 62 enforced or involuntary disappearances of which 15 reporiedly occurred in 1982
snd the remzinder in 1981. The Group transmitted %o the Govermment of Guatemala
reports on six enforced or involunmtary disappearances which reportedly occurred in
1982; subsequent to their transmission, the Group was informed frcm a non-—governmental
source that two of the six persons had been found alive. The Working Group
transmitted to the Government of Honduras reports on three cases of enforced or
involuntery disappesrances, two of which have reportedly occurred in 1582. Summaries
of the reporis transmitted itc the Governmenis are on file with the Secretariat and

.gl_vai-i_.a_qcié.. fC';I'_ . .c.or:;ﬂta_tio_li_._by._mem-be.rs - O'f""hhe""e'OHlmi =5 J:Dn. O S OV S PR

General information received and adoption of this addendum

90, In addition to the reports of spscific diseppearsnces received, the Working Group
has received numercus expressions of concern from orgenizations and individuals in
meny parts of the world relating to enforced or involuntary disappearances.

2l. On 22 February 1982 the present addendum to the report of the Yorking Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to the Commission on Human Rights &% ite
thirty-eighth session (B/CH.4/1492) was adopted and signed by the following members
cf the Working Group: Viscount Celville cf Culrose (United Kingdom),
“heirmen/Repporteur, Jonss K.D. Foli (Ghana), Agha Hilaly (Pekistan), Ivan Tosevski

/o . , . h ¢
{vugcslavie), Luis A. Varela Guircs (Coste Rica).
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-=/165, ~ygetion of involuntery or srfeorced diccppeararcer

2

A

Trhe GCen=zrgl Azcemcly,

. Recalling its resolution 33,173 of 20 December 1970, entitled "Disappeared
persons”, and its resolution 35/19% of 15 December 1980 on involuntery or
enforced disappearances,

Bearing in mind Commiscion on Muman Rightes resclution 10 (KKKVII) of
26 Februery 19681, in vhich it vas decided tc extend for one year the term of
the Working Group's mandate, and Lconomic and Social Council decizsion 1981/139
vhich approved that decision,

Convinced that the action taken, in consultation with the Governments
concerned, to promoie the implementation of the provisions of General Assembly

rescluticn 53/173 and cther Trited ¥ationn rasoliuticns zmolevani to the pligat
of missing or disappeared perszons, should e contirued,

Exprassing iis emotion at the anguish and sorrov of the families of viciims
of involuntary or enforced dicappearancec,

1., ‘Velcomes the decision of the Commission on Human Dights to extend Tor
cne year the term of the Vorling Group's mendate, as laid dowm in Commigssion
resolution 10 (CUKVII);

2., DExpresses its appreciation to the Working Group for tiwe work done and
to those Governments which have co-cperated with 1t

- %, - -Recuests- the-Gommissien -on- Human Rights-to- continve-to-study-this......
question as a matter of priority, and to tale any step it mey deem neceesary to
the pursuit of the fask of the Working Group, when it considers the report to be
submitted By the Group at itz thirty-eighth sessiong

4. Lppeals to all Govermments to provide the Working Group and the
Commisgion on HMuman Rights with the full co-operation warranted by their strictly
humanitarian ohjectiver and their vorking methods based on discretion;

5. Renews its recuest to the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to provide the
Working Group wvith all necessary assistance,



