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Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

CH 1211 Geneva 

Switzerland

Human Rights Council resolution 10/7 

– "Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities: National Frameworks for the Promotion and protection of the Human Rights of persons with Disabilities"
Please find the answers to the questions attached.
a) Focal point within Government.
The Social Services Division of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs is responsible for the co-ordination of disability policy within the Government and has been appointed as the national focal point for matters related to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Further more, The Swedish Agency for Disability Policy Coordination (Handisam), plays an important role in co-ordinating and accelerating disability policy by supporting the sectoral authorities tasked with implementing the National Action plan for disability policy. 
b) Coordination mechanism within Government

The Social Services Division of the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs is leading a group of coordination within the Government consisting of civil servants representing the following ministries: Ministry of Integration and Gender Equality, Ministry of Employment, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Education and Research, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Ministry of Finance and the Ministry of Enterprise Energy and Communication. The purpose of this group is to mainstream disability policy within the Government. The UN Convention is  significant in this work.     

c) National framework tasked to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention.

A National framework tasked to promote, protect and monitor the implementation of the Convention has not yet been formally established. However, the Delegation for Human Rights in Sweden was tasked in July 2008 with considering whether The Swedish Agency for Disability Policy Coordination (Handisam), the Equality Ombudsman or some other body should be entrusted with the task of promoting, protecting and monitoring the implementation of the Convention. In August 2009 the report was sent out to stakeholders for consideration. Until it is decided, the task is shared by these two authorities within their competence and responsibility.  

d) Involvement and participation of civil society and in particular persons with disabilities and their organisations.
The Government has earlier established a delegation as a forum for mutual information and discussions (according to Standard Rules 17 and 18). The Minister for Elderly Care and Public Health at the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, who is responsible for disability policies, is chairing the delegation composed of members from the Swedish disability organisations and State Secretaries from seven Ministries. The forms of involvement and participation in accordance with the Convention will be developed in a dialogue with the civil society.
e) Independent authorities tasked with monitoring facilities and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities to prevent exploitation, violence and abuse.

In an Action Plan the Government sets out its views on how men’s violence against women, violence and oppression in the name of honour and violence in samesex relationships should be combated, and describes the main elements in its work against such violence during the present term of office. The Action Plan contains a wide range of measures in a variety of policy fields. These measures will be elaborated and specified more closely step by step. The Government intends to report back to

the Riksdag on how work in this area has been conducted. 
It is identified that women with disabilities are particularly at risk from violence. Efforts to combat violence and abuse directed at women with mental and physical disabilities need to be intensified. Several measures to increased protection and support to victims of violence, including women with disabilities, are listed in the Action Plan.
Among the measures the Government has decided to intensify supervision of the social services’ work with battered women and with children who have witnessed violence. The National Board of Health and Welfare is responsible for delivering a report on the county councils’ supervisory activities in December 2009. The purpose of the assignment is to achieve an actively critical and inquiring supervision focusing in particular on the social services’ work with battered women and with children who have witnessed violence, including support to the municipalities. It is particularly important to examine how the social services deal with the vulnerability of women with disabilities, women with abuse/addiction problems, women with foreign backgrounds and older women exposed to violence, and how the authorities deal with the special challenge posed by violence and oppression in the name of honour. As part of the task, common assessment criteria are to be drawn up for supervision in this area so that it may become more distinct and more uniform across the country.
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