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(Translated from Arabic)

Republic of the Sudan

Office of the President

Advisory Council for Human Rights

Date:
 
8 September 2009

Subject:

Reply to the note from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights on the rights of persons with disabilities

With reference to the above subject and in reply to your letter dated 7 September 2009, which we received on 13 September 2009, concerning the rights of persons with disabilities, we hereby inform you of the following:


In respect of article 33 (1) of the Convention:


Coordination between different government departments: 

Under the Sudanese Disability Act of 2009 that was approved in February, the Government is required to form a national council for disabled persons before the end of the year with 50 per cent of its members from disabled people’s organizations and 50 per cent other relevant ministries.


Special departments for persons with disabilities existed in some ministries before the Sudan became a party to the Convention, such as the Special Education Section, which was established in the Ministry of Education in 1979 and the Disability Department, which was established in the Ministry of Social Welfare in 1994.


The Advisory Council for Human Rights also established a unit for the rights of persons with disabilities in January 2006. The unit promotes and raises awareness of the rights of this group in all fields and broadcasts a radio programme, entitled “Manarat”, on their rights and the issues affecting them, on FM 104.


There is a Special Committee on Persons with Disabilities in the Sudanese National Legislature, which is part of the Parliamentary Committee for Health and the Population, and monitors policy implementation and protects persons with disabilities from various forms of violence and aggression. The Special Committee was a driving force behind the ratification of the international Convention.


Civil society organizations working in the field of disability have formed a national network for coordination, monitoring and follow-up, with a governing council composed mainly of disabled lawyers and journalists. This network of organizations is known by the Arabic acronym Shu`a`.


Accept, Sir, the assurances of our highest consideration.

(Signed) Abdul Mun`im Uthman Muhammad
Rapporteur, Advisory Council for Human Rights

Director of the Department of Human Rights, 
Women’s Rights and Children’s Rights, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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