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Geneva, 26 October 2009, Palais des Nations, Room VII
PANELISTS

	Panel 1:         NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING STRUCTURES: THE CONTENT AND RATIONALE OF ARTICLE 33


“Opportunities for cooperation between the Committee and national implementation and monitoring structures”
Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh is the Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
With over 25 years experience in both public sector and international development, Mohammed Al-Tarawneh is a highly experienced senior Director.  Having worked as the Director of Special Building Codes at the Greater Amman Municipality; Chief Advisor to United Nations Special Rapporteur on Disabilities in Doha-Qatar; Country Director for International Foundation for Elections Systems (IFES) in Jordan; Senior Technical Advisor\Manager with ARD (Jordan Local Governance Development Program), CEO CBDC,Inc (Cross Borders Development Consultancies in Jordan and as a Civil Engineer in the USA, Mr. Al Tarawneh has gained tremendous experience developing, managing and implementing donor funded projects by the US Government, United Nations, European Union and other agencies. He has extensive knowledge of Governance, Democracy, Elections and human rights issues and field experience in advocacy for accessibility and political participation of marginalized groups (i.e. women, children and people with disabilities). Mr. Tarawneh was elected Nov. 3rd, 08 by member states at the UN head quarters as one of the twelve   international Experts for the latest Human Rights treaty that entered into force recently “Convention of the Rights of People with Disabilities’ (CRPD). In February, 09, Mr. Al-Tarawneh was elected as the first Chairperson for the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities during the Committee first meeting in Geneva at the UN-OHCHR HQ. Mr. Tarawneh was also elected in June, 09 during the ICM (Inter Committee Meeting) meeting that took place at UN OHCHR HQ as one of the two vice Presidents. He has experience coordinating and liaising with government agencies, civil society organizations, NHRI (capacity building, empowerment, networking, Training of Trainers (ToT) and sustainability), and local government officials in the areas of democracy and governance, capacity building, awareness raising, poverty alleviation, community development and mobilization, Gender Integration & Youth Participation , Urban planning/policies, conflict/post conflict resolution,  and sustainability of programs including monitoring and evaluation.  

He is well travelled and has extensive knowledge of Middle East and North Africa region. Mr. Al Tarawneh has an M.A. Degree in Peace Diplomacy and Development.  He speaks fluent English and Arabic. 
“The inclusion of norms on national implementation and monitoring in an international human rights treaty: the rationale and drafting history of article 33” 



Ms. Amalia Gamio is a medical doctor with a specialization in the integration of persons with disabilities. She has worked for over 25 years in the area of human rights and disability, including by participating in the work of the ad-hoc Committee on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since 2002. She was advisor to the President of the Human Rights Commission in the Federal District of Ciudad de Mexico; and one of the leading promoters of the founders of the National Council against Discrimination, established by law in 2003. She has contributed to various laws, plans and policies on disability in various roles. In 2007, she represented Mexico in the Inter-American Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. 

“The notion of independence in article 33 and the Paris Principles on national human rights institutions”

Mr. Gianni Magazzeni is the Chief of the National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section of OHCHR 
	Panel 2:          NATIONAL EXPERIENCES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ARTICLE 33


“The role of organizations of persons with disabilities in the implementation of article 33: Positive experiences”
Mr. Jan Peter Stromgren is the Chairperson of the International Disability Alliance. He has been the President of the Swedish Association of Hard of Hearing People since 2002. In the same year he also became a board member of the International Federation of Hard of Hearing People and since 2006 he is the President of the organization. He has been a member of the International Disability Alliance since 2006. 

 “Governmental focal points and coordination mechanisms in a Federal State: the experience of Mexico” 

Ms. Amalia Gamio is a medical doctor with a specialization in the integration of persons with disabilities. She has worked for over 25 years in the area of human rights and disability, including by participating in the work of the ad-hoc Committee on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since 2002. She was advisor to the President of the Human Rights Commission in the Federal District of Ciudad de Mexico; and one of the leading promoters of the founders of the National Council against Discrimination, established by law in 2003. She has contributed to various laws, plans and policies on disability in various roles. In 2007, she represented Mexico in the Inter-American Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. 
“Governmental and State level mechanisms under article 33: what opportunities for cooperation? The experience of Thailand” 

Prof. Amara Pongsapich has been appointed Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand since June 2009. Previously, she was Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Dean of the Faculty of Political Science, and also served as Director of the Center for Peace and Conflict Studies, at Chulalongkorn University. Her research focuses on growth and changing roles of civil society and social development at the local and international levels. Her publications included approximately 20 articles on disadvantaged groups, i.e., woman, children and youth, ethnic minority groups, and more than 30 articles on growth and changing role of civil society. She published two books titled: Culture, Religion, and Ethnicity: Anthropological Analysis of Thai Society and Cultural Diversity: Paradigm Shift and Role of Civil Society.

 “National consultation on the designation of the framework under article 33, paragraph 2: the experience of Kenya” 

Mr. Lawrence Mute is a human rights lawyer from Kenya. He is a Commissioner with the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights where he is serving his second term since his initial appointment to that office in 2003. He holds degrees from the universities of Nairobi (LLB) and Warwick (LLM Law in Development) and has also worked with the Centre for Law and Research International (CLARION) as a researcher and manager. Mr. Mute has written and published on constitutional, media, disability and international human rights issues. He has been a principal leader in Kenya’s negotiations team on the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. One of his key current concerns is on ensuring effective domestication of the Convention.

“The attribution of monitoring functions to a national human rights institution: The experience of the German Institute for Human Rights”

Dr. Valentin Aichele, LL.M. (University of Adelaide) is with the German Institute for Human Rights since 2005. Since May 2009, he is Head of the independent National Monitoring Mechanism to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (which is part of the Institute). He is interested in social, economic and cultural rights and national human rights institutions and has done extensive work in both fields.
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