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Proposed implementation of article 33 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
1.
Introduction
The Netherlands has not yet made a final decision on the implementation of article 33 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. At the time of writing the following is being considered. 
2.
Proposed implementation
a. Existence, structure and mandate of focal point

The State Secretary for Health, Welfare and Sport coordinates policy targeting persons with disabilities, and will also coordinate implementation of this Convention. The Director of the Social Support Department (MO) at the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport is responsible for the social participation of persons with disabilities, and will therefore act as the focal point for all issues relating to the Convention.
b. Existence, structure and mandate of coordination mechanisms within government
The Director of the Social Support Department has the knowledge and experience required to advise and assist other ministries and provincial and municipal authorities in translating Convention requirements into policy.
Each ministry derives responsibilities from particular articles of the Convention. An interministerial network of persons will be established through which contact can be sought with subject experts for each article. Other tiers of government will also be involved in this network, which will also include interest group representatives.
The Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport will provide the chair and secretary. 

c. Independent structure / human rights
Preparations are currently being made for the establishment of a National Human Rights Institution (NIRM) to implement the Paris Principles. The institution will perform a number of tasks, those most relevant to article 33 being:
· Advising, monitoring and reporting
· Supporting schools in human rights education  
· Acting as an ambassador for human rights
Accordingly, the NIRM will be responsible for the tasks arising from article 33, paragraph 2.
d. Involvement of civil society
The NIRM will be responsible for monitoring tasks arising from the Paris Principles. People with a disability, organisations representing them and/or other parts of civil society will be involved in the monitoring process. The NIRM will be responsible for monitoring implementation of several human rights conventions. This will create coherence. 

We will need to bear in mind that interested parties will have to represent persons with different disabilities, including in any event physical impairment (sensory, motor and stamina-related), intellectual impairment (including mental disability, language and speech problems, and memory impairment) and mental illness (including current and former psychiatric patients).
Interest groups will also participate in the network described under b. 
e. involvement of independent authorities to prevent exploitation, violence and abuse (article 16, paragraph 3)
No distinction will be made between obligations arising from different articles in the Convention when monitoring facilities and programmes. Accordingly, the monitoring mechanisms described under a to d will apply equally to article 16, paragraph 3 of the Convention.
The NIRM, the focal point at the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport and the network will exchange information on relevant developments and ensure that appropriate policy measures are taken to prevent exploitation, violence and abuse.
In addition to these specific preventive measures, action can be taken after the event. Depending on their nature, individual violations of article 16, paragraph 3 can be reported to local discrimination complaints bureaus, the Equal Treatment Commission or the police. Civil or criminal proceedings may follow.
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