SURUHANJAYA HAK ASASI MANUSIA MALAYSIA

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF MALAYSIA Tel : 603-261 25600

, TINGKAT 29, MENARA TUN RAZAK, Tel: 603261 2560
SUHAKAM | JALAN RAJA LAUT, E-mail : humanrights@suhakam.org.my
50350 KUALA LUMPUR Web : www.suhakpam.org.my

Our Ref: SHM.005/5/2-6
Date:10 September 2009

Attn: Ibrahim Wani Email: registry@ohchr.org
Chief Fax No: +41 (0) 22 917 90 10
Development, Economic and Social Issues Branch

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Geneva
CH 1211 Geneva 10

Dear Sir,
Human Rights Council Resolution 10/7 — “Human_ Rights of Persons with

Disabilities: National Frameworks for the Promotion and Protection of the Human
Rights of Persons with Disabilities”

In reference to the above and your letter dated 10 July 2009.

Attached herewith are the information requested which is within SUHAKAM'’s purview.
(Please refer to Annexure 1) We would like to advise you that we could not furnish
details of some of the information requested as it has to be referred directly to the
relevant Ministry in charge i.e. The Ministry of Women, Family and Community
Development.

We apologize for the late reply as we were trying to communicate with the relevant
Ministry in furnishing your requested information.

Thank you.
OHCHR REGISTRY

1 4 SEP 2009
Reclpters - = -.,Lgtsmgmo’z‘

Youys sincerely,

(SHAZEERA AHMAD ZAWAWI) e
On behalf of ‘ e
Secretary

Human Rights Commission of Malaysia

"Hak Asasi Untuk Semua”



Annexure 1

c) The existence, structure and mandate of national frameworks tasked with
promoting, protecting and monitoring implementation of the Convention, with
particular reference to how the principles relating to the status and functioning of
national human rights institutions for the promotion and protection of human
rights are taken into account in such frameworks (art. 33 para 2)

The Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) established through an Act of
Parliament which is known as the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia Act 1999.
Section 4 of the Act, provides that SUHAKAM is empowered to advise the Government
in ensuring that the national laws are compatible with human rights principles and also
to recommend for the accession or ratification of international human rights treaties.

For the said purpose, the Law Reform and International Treaties Working Group
(LRITWG), a working group within SUHAKAM is entrusted for such work. Besides that,
for the purpose of promotion of awareness and education, the Education Working
Group (EWG) is specifically designated with the said tasks.

Both working group has also been active in having dialogues with the civil society to get
their views in matters related to the accession of international human rights instruments
and Government’s obligations under the international human right treaties of which
Malaysia is a party to including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. Further, there are various and vital pressing legal issues impinging on
human rights that needed legal research to be undertaken which is done by the
LRITWG. Some of these were undertaken internally by the Working Group while others
that require independent and varied opinion were commissioned by SUHAKAM through
the Working Group to be undertaken by legal luminaries from academia and from legal
practitioners and legal researchers.

LRITWG also worked with government agencies and NGOs in providing comments to
the government for the signing of Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(CRPD) in April 2008, and also for the passage of the Persons with Disabilities Act 2008.

Attached in Annexure 2 is a paper to illustrate how Malaysia has in place laws and
policy related to persons with disabilities that may support Malaysia’s intention to ratify
CRPD. It illustrates the existence of such mechanism in some of the domestic
legislations i.e. the Person with Disabilities Act 2008 and other International instruments
that Malaysia has ratify or comply with the Convention and it also shows how the
Malaysia’s National Policy on Persons with Disabilities is in line with the Convention as
well.
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