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Human Rights Council resolution 10/7 – “Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities: National Frameworks for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities”
Further to the request for information in relation to National Frameworks for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Irish Human Rights Commission (Ireland’s National Human Rights Institution)
 hereby provides the following information on the situation in Ireland: 

Ireland was among the first group of countries to sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities when it opened for signature on 30 March 2007. However, Ireland has not yet ratified the Convention and has not yet signed the Optional Protocol to the Convention. In July 2008, the Irish Government stated its intention that the Convention will be ratified by Ireland as quickly as possible, taking into account that all necessary requirements under the Convention are met. The Irish Government has commenced an internal evaluation, reflecting on how to bring Irish law and practice into line with the Convention in order to enable ratification to take place. 
The IHRC has recommended that the Irish Government ratify the Convention without delay. Through its Strategic Plan 2007-2011 the IHRC has made a commitment to research, identify, highlight and address human rights requirements and particular issues affecting people with a disability and those who live in institutional or residential settings. The IHRC has identified the ratification of the Convention and the legal and policy measures required for such ratification to take place as priority areas of work for the IHRC. The IHRC has provided a number of legislative and policy recommendations in relation to legislation which impacts upon the rights of persons with a disability citing the provisions of the Convention.  The IHRC has also been active in promoting the Convention at national level, including through a series of presentations on the Convention.
In September 2004, the Irish Government launched the National Disability Strategy which builds on existing policy and legislation to underpin the participation of people with disabilities in Irish society. A Governmental High-Level and Cross-Departmental Implementation Group was established in 2007, to advise the Government on any changes that may be required to the National Disability Strategy to enable the State to ratify the Convention. The Irish Human Rights Commission (IHRC) understands that this group has developed a work programme setting out the matters that need to be aligned with the Convention in order that ratification may take place and the work programme is currently being addressed by Government Departments. The work of this group is internal to the Government and its reports are not published.

In relation to the National Framework for the promotion and protection of human rights of persons with disabilities, it is unclear as yet whether the IHRC will be designated as the body or as one of a number of bodies under Article 33(2) to monitor the implementation of the Convention. To date the IHRC has not been consulted by the Governmental High-Level and Cross-Departmental Implementation Group in relation to the role the IHRC could play in monitoring and promoting the implementation of the Convention upon ratification. In light of the statutory remit of the IHRC and its “A” accreditation status, the IHRC considers that it has a role to play in the monitoring process.  
As requested in the letter seeking contributions the information provided above can be made available on the OHCHR website. 
The IHRC welcomes the forthcoming publication of the thematic study which will undoubtedly be of interest, particularly in those countries that have not as yet put in place the mechanisms required under Article 33 of the Convention.
Irish Human Rights Commission, 21 September 2009

� The Irish Human Rights Commission (IHRC) has a statutory remit under the Human Rights Commission Act 2000 to endeavour to ensure that the human rights of all persons in Ireland are fully realised and protected in the law and policy of the State.
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