CONSULTATION ON NATIONAL FRAMEWORKS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Monday 26 October 2009; Geneva, Palais des Nations, Room VII
Topic
The structure and role of national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
Date and location 

Monday 26 October 2009, from 10.00 to 13:00 and from 15:00 to 18:00; Geneva, Palais des Nations, Room VII
Aims and Objectives
· Enhance understanding of the rationale and content of article 33 of the CRPD on national implementation  ad monitoring; 

· Explore national experiences in the implementation of such article, identify legal and other measures required and reflect on potential obstacles to effective implementation at national level;

· Reflect of the role of civil society in national the functioning of such mechanisms, and identify lessons that could assist national implementation.

Speakers and panelists 

· Introduction by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
· Mr. Valentine Aichele, Head of the national monitoring body on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, German Institute for Human Rights 

· Mr. Mohammed Al-Tarawneh, Chairperson of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities   

· Ms. Amalia Gamio, Independent Expert, Mexico

· Mr. Gianni Magazzeni, Chief of Section, National Institutions and Regional Mechanisms Section, OHCHR

· Mr. Lawrence Mute, Commissioner, Kenya National Commission on Human Rights 

· Ms. Amara Pongsapich, Chairperson of the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand 

· Mr. Jan Peter Stromgren, Chairperson of the International Disability Alliance
Format 

The consultation will be divided in a morning and an afternoon session, each lasting three hours. Each session will open with the presentation of the panelists and will be followed by interactive discussion. The interactive debate will be followed by responses from the panelists and concluding remarks. 
Member States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to pre-registration where required.
Outcome
The debate will increase awareness and understanding of the scope and rationale and of the legislative and other measures required to effectively implement article 33 of the CRPD on national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD. An informal summary of the debate will be posted on the OHCHR website. 
Background
In resolution 10/7 entitled “Human rights of persons with disabilities: national frameworks for the promotion and protection of the human rights of persons with disabilities”, the Human Rights Council decided to focus its interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities at its thirteen session on the structure and role of national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD. To support this debate, the Council requested OHCHR “…to prepare a study to enhance awareness on the structure and role of national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities” and requested that such study be developed “in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including States, regional organizations, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities and national human rights institutions disabilities”.

All submissions received for the study on national implementation and monitoring mechanisms are available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/consultation26102009.htm.
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights prepared a study on “Legislative Measures for the Ratification and Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”(A/HRC/10/48) that was presented to the Human Rights Council and discussed at its 10th session in March 2009. All information on the interactive debate and submissions received are available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/HRCResolution79.htm. A/HRC/10/48 is available in all UN official languages at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/10session/reports.htm
