INTERACTIVE PANEL DIALOGUE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Friday, 4 March 2011, 15:00 to 18:00, Room XX; Geneva, Palais des Nations 

Topic
The role played by international cooperation in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Date
Friday 4 March 2011, from 15:00 to 18:00 in room XX during the 16th session of the Human Rights Council

Aims and Objectives
· Discuss modalities of mainstreaming disability into international development cooperation; while many development programmes and projects are disability-specific, disability is often not effectively mainstreamed into (development) cooperation. Therefore, ways of closing this gap will be sought.
· Analyze mechanisms to align international cooperation with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; not all programmes and projects implemented within the framework of international cooperation are in line with the CRPD. It shall therefore be analyzed how compatibility of international cooperation with the Convention can be enhanced.
· Reflect on ways to ensure that all thematic areas stipulated in article 32 of the CRPD are considered in international cooperation; generally, international cooperation in the context of the CRPD has focused mainly on areas such as capacity-building and technical assistance but less on areas such as  research and access to scientific and technical knowledge. Mechanisms of promoting a broader and more diverse focus of international cooperation within the framework of the CRPD will be discussed. 

· Mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities into humanitarian action; international cooperation for the realization of the CRPD has focused mainly on development cooperation. Modalities for ensuring that international cooperation is inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities also during humanitarian emergencies will be analyzed. 

· Discuss international cooperation in the context of the CRPD from the perspective of a developing country.

Speakers and panelists 
· Mrs. Navanethem Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights (Opening Speech, confirmed) 
· Shaub Chalken, Special Rapporteur on Disability of the Commission on Social Development (confirmed) 
· Mrs. Theresia Degener, member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (confirmed)
· María Verónica Reina, GPDD (confirmed)
· Monthian Buntan, Senator of Thailand (confirmed) 
· Nathalie Herlemont, Head Strategic Policy Service, Office of the Executive Director at Handicap International (tbc)

Moderator

President of the HRC (confirmed)
Format 

The presentations of the panelists will be followed by an interactive discussion. This discussion will be divided in two slots of 60 minutes each (45 minutes for comments and questions from the floor, followed by 15 minutes for comments and replies by panelists). The interactive debate will be followed by concluding remarks from the moderator. 
The modalities of the panel are: 7 minutes from panelists, 3 minutes for Member States and 2 minutes for Observer States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations. 

Member States, national human rights institutions, international organizations and non-governmental organizations are encouraged to participate and make their contributions to the debate, subject to the modalities and the practice of the Council. In particular, NGO coordination is strongly encouraged to maximize the use of time.
Outcome
The debate will increase awareness on the importance and the role played by international cooperation for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the Convention. The debate will also focus on challenges and  lessons learned regarding international cooperation within the context of the Convention, for example in relation to mainstreaming the rights of persons with disabilities into development cooperation and into humanitarian action. An informal summary of the debate will be posted on the OHCHR website. 

Background

In resolution 13/11 entitled “Human rights of persons with disabilities: the role of international cooperation in support of national efforts for the realization of the rights of persons with disabilities”, the Human Rights Council decided to focus its interactive debate on the rights of persons with disabilities at its sixteenth session on the role of international cooperation for the implementation of the CRPD. The debate will be webcasted at: http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/index.asp. 

To support this debate, the Council requested OHCHR “…to prepare a study to enhance awareness of the role played by international cooperation in support of national efforts for the realization of the purpose and objectives of the Convention ” and requested that such study be developed “in consultation with relevant stakeholders, including States, regional organizations, including regional integration organizations, the Special Rapporteur on disability of the Commission for Social Development, civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities, and national human rights institutions”. An advance edited version of the study is available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/index.htm. 
Over 70 written contributions to the study were received. The submissions received for the study are available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/submissions_study.htm. 
***

The Human Rights Council held its first debate on the rights of persons with disabilities in March 2009, in the course of its tenth session, and discussed key legal measure for the ratification and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The informal summary of the debate is available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/HRCResolution79.htm. To support this debate OHCHR prepared a study on legal measures for the ratification and implementation of the Convention (A/HRC/10/48) which is available in all official languages at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/documents.htm. 
The second debate of the Human Rights Council on the rights of persons with disabilities was held in March 2010 at its thirteenth session. It discussed national frameworks for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The informal summary of the debate is available at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/2nd_debate.htm. To support this debate OHCHR prepared a study on the structure and role of national mechanisms for the implementation and monitoring of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (A/HRC/13/29) which is available in all official languages at: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/disability/documents.htm. 
